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Zation. This feeling has now taken definite shape in the ap-
Pointment of a provisional committee of the fourth y(_aar,_to
collect all* obtainable information and to draft a const%tutlon
under which the class of ‘89 may be permanently organized as
a society. ' »

As secretary of the Provisional Committee, T am asked to
Write you regarding the constitution, aims and methods of such
Societies in connection with your college. We shou‘ld be glad
if you would give us what information you conveniently _can
s to their methods of procedure hefore and after graduation ;
and as to their success in

L. Preserving a degree of intimacy among members of the
classes after leaving college ; and

2. Fostering aspirit of loyalty to the college. _

We are specially desirous of obtaining information regarding
the following points of practical importance :

3. Whom do you admit to membership? Are only those
yraduating together admitted ; or are any others eligible ¢

4. What provision, if any, is made for lady members of the
classes 1

5. What officers do you elect ?, o

6. How often, and at what times, do your class societies
eet (a) before, (b) after graduation ?

7. What form do such meetings generally take ?

8. What methods are employed to keep track of members

"of the classes ?
9. What publications, if any, are issued by the classes?

In short, any information you can give in regard to such
Organizations, we shall be very glad to get.

COMMUNICATIONS.

Tue Kditors aré not responsible for the opinions of correspond-
ents, No notice will be taken of unsigned contributions.

—

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM.
To the Editors of THE VARSITY : .

Sirs, —You may enter my name on your 1:st of renevs.f‘nls.
A few words with reference to the Political Science curricu-
Um may not be out of place. While recognizing the inex-
Pediency of criticizing the new curriculum just now, E ma;y
Indicate what it appears to me should be ’the prope.rl'lae ({:
Pursue by studeuts in this department. The l'l:}lltlp 1cx.y’o”
00ks presented will have a tendency to cause cr&m;nn{,it
and superficiality if not carefully g.u;u'ded ug?mstti; tear:nt
e to suggest that it is much more important ori)l (Z stu e
to acquire habits of thoroughness than to be able to S&l};
88 read a host of authors. Hlther!;o, not much bas been
eX*‘L‘Jted from students in Political Science at examlna?t;r;f,
&yond a knowledge of book-work ; now, the s:ydenge?nand(?
ligher years should be able to grfnpp](? w1t;h‘que.s mn;I ;hould
lltlg independent thought ax:{d orlglmnl cllnt‘]’?:t;%iﬁlgg o ea;‘ds 1d
Study the subjects presented, and rea > s s 1
Wastering the subjects. No valuable results will be atta
n knowl%dge or C'lllltul'(} unless the glradu.::}tle tl}llnel)l(i)ilitg;arlni(gia:rgz
an, after leaving his college, grapple w! ‘ s

the day : and this can be done only by a severe.men
g o i g e ke bt ot
% a good motto in this study, as In MELapiys tioate fox.'

0 not simply absord the theories of others; investiga
Yourself, arll dy especially investigate those probl«zn;]s 13 ;::;
Political and commercial sphere which lie close at hand,

vingy e 5 or us as d]ladla]ls and Amerlc&ns.
ive a l ! . (J‘.
8 int ;reﬁt f 1

8t. Catharines.

" THE §3NATE AND COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE.
) the Wi T

‘e Editors of Tag VARSITY & ' _
 Sirg _The recent resolution of ‘the Senate, mak(;ng l?::er;;l_
% at lectures compulsory, seems; to need more definite

planation of its intention than has yet Leen given. Are we
to understand that no student who has not attended a certain
percentage of the lectures in a given subject will be allowed
to take the examination in that subject at the close of the
year?

In a recent editorial you recommended that every student
in every year of his course be required to pass an examination
in English. Some of us, without the stimulus of Senate regu-
lations, are ambitious of keeping up the study of our mother
tongue, and naturally desire to get credit for that study at the
annual examinations. Many of us, too, who are taking the
honour course in Metaphysics, Science, or Mathematies, with
the intention of teaching after we leave college, would like to
qualify as specialists in English according to the regulations of
the Education Department, which require the honour work of
the Second Year, together with the pass work of the Third
and Fourth Years, as laid down in the University curriculum.
Must we be debarred from taking the examination in English
because we choose to miss the lectures in English for those in
our own department, or because we could, with a great saving
of time, get up the work at least fairly well without attending
lectures  Students attending training institutes during the
fall term are often granted dispensation. Are not those actu-
ally in attendance at the College entitled to at least cqual
consideration

Surely the Senate will explain just what is meant by the
regulation in question.

SorHoMORE.

MUTILATING NOTICES.

To the Editors of THE VARSITY :—

Sirs,— Although not a regular undergraduate of Toronto Uni-
versity, I hope I shall be pardoned if T draw attention to an
abuse which seems very prevalent at the College. T come up
to the building every day to attend lectures as an occasional
student, and in looking over the notices in the vestibule, orin
perusing the manifestos in which the Professors or Locturers
set forth the time-table they propose to follow, my eyes have
frequently been offended by additions made in pencil, and by
a different hand, apparently, from that which drew up the
original document. I am not now so young as some of those
whom T meet in the halls of University College, but it seems
to me that when I was at the age of the ordinary student
(though I was then unable to take advantage of the benefits
offered by the University, a dcfect which I am now endeavour-
ing to Yemedy) we would never have been guilty of such un-
dignified conduct. ’

I do not refer especially to the fact that some of the students
take pleasure in mutilating notices which have been posted
by members of their own order, and -obviously for their own
benefit ; though surely, when a notice of a meeting is posted
and students are urgently requested to attend, there is very
little wit shown in erasing the first syllable and leaving the
word to read genmtly. Such tricks are worthy of boys in a
public school, but surely not of young men who are striving
after culture and truth. )

But that, in a notice of resolutions passed by the venerable
body which governs the University some impertinent hand
should have seen fit to write the word “ fossils ” after the word
“Senate,” seems to be another proof, added to the already
overwhelming body of evidence, that reverence for old age and
grey hairs is becoming rare in the present generation. Again,
that a Professor, who has but lately come to the Univoréity, '
and who has at least the right to expect the courtesy usually
accorded to a stranger, should be insulted by having criticisms
of his caligraphy appended to his notice, will surely give him
cause to think disparagingly of the young men of this
country.

T do not know whether the body of the undergraduates dis-
countenance or approve of this vulgar proceeding, or whether
it will be considered as presumption in one who has no’ direct
connection with the University to refer to the subject, but T
hope at least thut these few words will do something to abate
the nuisance.

AN OccasioNAL STUDENT,



