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ato.This fieling lias now taken detinite shape in the ap-
POinitmient of a provisional conunittee of the fourtb year, to
COllect aIF* obtainable information and to draft a constitution
unider wvhich the class of '89 înay be permanently organized as
a society.

As seeretary of the Provisional Committee, 1 arn asked to
Write you reg-arding tlic constitution, aimns and methods of such
Societies iii coiniection witli your college. We should be glad
if You xvoulcl give us wbat information you coriveniently can
as to their niethods of pîrocedure hefore and after graduation
arîd as to their succes, in

1. Preservingr a degce o f intimacy amioîg nembers of the
classes af. leving collecte ; and

2. Fostcring a spirit of loyalty to the college.
We are specially desirous of obtaining information regarding

the followinig points of practical imîportance:
3. Wlîom do you admit to nîeimberslîip? Are only those

tIi'adualing togetiier admitteci; or are any otiiers eligible ?
4. What provision, if anty, is made for lady memibers of the

classes ?
5. Wlîat ciicers (Io you elect?.
6. IIow often, and at wbiat times, do your class societies

lileet (a) before, (b) after graduation?
7. Whbat forîn do sucli meetings genierally take ?
8. What nîethods are emnployed to keep track of menîbers

of the classes?

9. What publications, if any, are issuod hy the classes?

In short, any information you can give in regard to such
Organizations, we shall be very glad to get.

COMMUNICATIONS.

TUIE Editors are not resp<)fsiblO for the opinions of corresp)ond-
1'11ts. No nio tice will be taken of unisigned contributions.

TIIE POLITICAL SCIENCE CUB.itCIJLUM.

") the Ed durs of THE VARtSITYX'

Sîns8,--Youi may enter îîîy naine on your list of renew .ais.
Afew woî'ds îvitlî refeîcîîce to the Political Science curricu-

lui" nîay îlot bu out of place. Wlîile recognizing tlie inox-
Pediency of criticizing tlie new curriculunm just now, 1 May
itudicate îvbat it appoars to me should be the proper line f0
Pursue by studeuts iii this departmient. The multiplicity of
books presented will have a fendeiicy f0 cause Ilcramrnng "
atnd superficialify if not earefully guarded againsf. Permit
mne fo suggest that if is nmucl more important for the studenf
tO acquire habits of fhorougliness than to be able to say hie
h55 road a host of authors. ilitherfo, not inuch hias beon
'-'acted from students iii Political Science af examinafions,
heond a knowledge of book-work ; now, the student of the
}Iigher years should be able to grapple witlî questions demand-
1iig indopemîdent thoughit and original investigation. 11le should
%tdy the sulJec/s presented, and read the authors as aids in

fl48 ingth sulbjects. No valuable resuits will be atfainod
'knowîedge or c'ulture unless the graduate in Political Science

ean, after leaving his college, grapple with the living problemns
of the day ; and this eaui ho done only by a severe mental
trai in j

an odur lus college course. Take nothtiug for granied
nioo otto iii this study, as in Metaphysies and Ethics.

b0 nof simiply absorb tbe theories of others ; invostigafe for
YOurseif, and especially investigate those problomns in the
Political and conmmercial sphere which lie close at hand, and

haea living interost for, us as Canadians and Americans.
W. J. ROBERTSON.

t.Catharines.

'IESENATE AND) COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE.

te JSditors of TUE VA1ISITY-:
5 11î8, -The rocent resolufiori Of the Senate, making attend-
kleat lectures compulsory, seems' to neod more definite ex-

planafion of its intention than lias yet been given. Are we
f0 undersfand that no student who lias not attended a certain
percentage of the lectures iii a giveni subjecf will be alloxved
fo take the examination in that subjeet at the close of the
year?

In a recent editorial you recommendeul that every student
in overy year of his course be required to pass au exainination
iii English. Some of us, without the stimulus of Sonate rogu.
lafions, are ambitious of keeping up the stucly of our mothet'
tongue, îrnd naturally desire to gef credit for fluat study at ftie
annual examinations. Many of us, too, wlio are taking the
honour course in Metaphysics, Science, or Màatheinatics, îvitlî
the intention of feaching after we leave college, would like to
qualify as specialisfs in English according fo the regulations of
the Educafion. Department, wlîich require the lionour work of'
the Second Year, together with the pass work of the Tlîird
and Fourth Years, as laid down iii the University curriculum.
Must we be debarred fromi faking the examnîution iii Englisb,
because we choose to Miss the lectures in Englislh for fliose iii
our own departmont, or because we could, with a great saving
of time, gef up the worlk af least faiily well witbout atteîîding
lecturesI Students attending training institutes during the
faîl termi are offen granted dispensation. Are not fliose actu-
ally in attendance at the College enititled to at lcast eqlual,
consideration ?

Surely the Sonate will oxplain just wlîat is nîrant b)y ftle
regulation in question.

SOP11IOOIE.

MUTILATING NOTI CES.

To the Editors of THE VARSITY

Sis, Although not a regularundergraduateof Toonto Uni-
versity, 1 hope 1 slîall ho pardonied if J. draw attention to ant
abuse which seenis very prevalent uit the College. 1 corne u
to the building every day to attend lecture s as an occasional
student, and in looking over the notices in fle vestibule, or in
porusing flie manifestos in which flhe Professors or Lecturers
set forth the tiînc-table they propose to follow, xîîy eyes have
frequently been otlended hy additions mnade in peîîcil, and by
a diflerent hand, apparently, froni that whlîib direw up the
original document. I ani not now so young ns soine of hiose
wbomn I meet in the halls of University College, but if seenms
f0 nie thaf when 1 was af the age of tlîe ordinary stuleiit
(though I was thon unable to fake advantage Of the benefits
offered by the University, a defect whicli 1 ani now endeavour-
ing to 'emedy) we would nover have been guilfy of sncb un-
dignified conduet.

I do flot refer especially to the facf that soie of the students
take pleasure in mutilating notices wbili, bave been po.sted
by members of their own order, and obviously for their own
benefit; though suroly, Whoen a notice of a meeting is.posted
and students are urgently requostod to attend, there is vory
little wif shown in erasing the first syllable an-d leavin g the
word to read gently. Such tricks are wortlîy of boys in a,
public scbool, but surely flot of young nmen wlîo are strivingý
affer culture and trutb.M

But thaf, in a notice of resolutions passed by the venerable
body which goverfis the Univer~sity some impertinent baud
sbould hiave seen lt to wvrite the word Ilfossils " affer tlie word
"lSonate," seemis to bo another proof, added to the already
overwhelming body of evidence, that revouence for olcI age and
grey hairs is becoming rare iii tbe proseuit generafion. Again,
that a iProfessor, wbo lias but lately comne to tlîe University,
and who bas at least the riglît to oxpoct the courtesy usually
9,ccorded to a strangor, should ho irîsulted by having criticisins
of his caligraphy appended to bis notice, will surely give hjini
cause to think disparagingly of the younig men of this
country.

1 do flot know whether fhe body of ftle undergraduafes dis-
counitenance or approve of tlîis vulgar proceoding, or whether
if will ho considerod as presumption in olie who hias no' direct
connection with the University fo refer to the subj oct, but 1
hope af loast that these few words will do solinetbin'g to abate
the nuisance.

AN OcCASIONAL STUDENT.

Dec. 1, 1.888.


