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mnunerative, except under high protective duties, whiel
duties make the cost of living high in the country, and realli
lessen the inducement to immigrants to settie. Ciothing V~
dear, and the iniplements of the farmer, too, are raised jr
price"'

Is that a fair staternent of things in Canada to (Iay
If Mr. Ashton had taken the pains to enquire what the cost
Of living was in Canada eigliteen years ago, and contrastei
it with the cost to-day, lie would have found that notwith.
>îtanding our protective duties the necessaries of life-and
many luxuries too-are, as a matter of fact, mucli cheaper
now than they were then. So well do we ail know this,
that even many of the Liberal Party, who have consistently
opposed the National Policy, declare that our manufacturers
need flot fear that a change of Government would materially
affect the present tariff. It is only another instance of facts
upsetting theories.

In attempting ta shew how we are to make up our rev-
enue if we adopt Free Trade Mr. Ashton is forced to admit
that there will be a sum amounting to at least £883,5 23 un-
provided for. And how-would he provide for it ? H1e says
(p. 33) it might lie met Ilby a Property and Income tax, and
a resort to a Succession Duty, as in thse United Kingdom,
which appears to be a rich source of revenue."

H e seems to be quite unaware that, apart front any
other objections, the Dominion lias no power to impose anv
sucli duties, which faîl within the jurisdiction of Provincial
Legislatures.

But perhaps the most shadowy of ail Mr. Ashton's pro-
posals is that which relates ta the Defence Fund.

No scheme of Imperial Union would be complete with-
out some provision to meet the urgent necessities of national
defence. Mr. Ashton proposes a contribution by the Colon-
ies of £2,000,000 a year ; but lie does not, like Mr. Colmer,
suggest that British taxpayers find hlf the amount.

The means by whicli it is to be raised are put thus:
IlIt may be asked where tlie funds are to corne from to,

pay the £2,000,000 towards the fleet. TA.- atsuv. is c(U..
Feom the iflCreasiny îroslpeï-ily that îvill iiwi'italy //ai,
the~ j!.ca/ ]J0licy, expia ined in the firmer part of this esay."

We feel ourselves totally unable to follow this flight of
imagination.

Mr. Ashton's scheme concludes with a suggestion, some-
wliat similar to Mr. Colmer's, only much more detinite, for
the formation of an Imperial Fiscal Union Council, consist-
ing of members representing the United Kingdom and its
self-governing -Colonies, to administer tlie Defence Fund and
to, advise on Imperial Defence and niatters concerning
Trade.

Such, in outline, arc the proposals of the two Prize
Essays.

Mr. Colmer's will be warmlý applauded by suds of the
Colonies as desire to take everything and give little or noth-
ing. Mr. Asliton's will only suit Englishmen. But each of
the essay s is replete with information, and will amply repay
perusal.

,Messrs. Ai S. Stone & Co., of Chicago, announce for
publication carly in June a story whose titie is IlThe Boy
Called Checkers. A Hard-luck-Story." The author's naine
is H-enry M. Blossom, Jr. Mr. Blossom, who is a St. Louis
man, is known as the author of IlThe Documients in Evi-
dence," that clever little skit whicli was printed with suds
ingenuity of plan. Tliis new story is said to he both of the
city and the country, In tlie former case it is a careful
study in dialect, and it is said to be the first faithful presen-
tation of the real speech of the sidewalks. In the latter case
it is a simple pathetic story. Through the whole runs a con.
stant under current of satire.
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A Colb )(111 on1 briowNý7ing.

Onf '' First Lookinz Into'" the One-Volume CJambridge Edition.

Anîd this, sir, you say je I uoiplete, '-Robert Browning front
cover to uover,

Sonie fair pound or so of bis pens, ail tool-turned, emnbossed,
and gilt-biirnishedlHi. thousand and one odd pages of womien and men, love and*

lover,
\Vith ail that a thousand, or one, ever hoped, thought, Or acted,

*there furnished ;
* Weil, I take it ; vith payment, my thanks, for 'tis rea'Ofl'

mTy thanks I should proffer ;
You are right, sir ; we bookworms are 'ware when a good

yet a new thing yoni offer.

A great bard," did you say? (thanks, the change is correct) but I
sureiy shall call hlmt

Not bard, which le fit for mere singera, but more than a singeri
a seer;

For who, with mere eye and saut sense, ever saw, or dhl dreamu that
hie saw, dim,

The ail of iife's tragedly hopeless, the whaie of its ecsta$Y, fear;
And trace1 it ini letters enduring, life breathiflg and f111

at bis portais,an
And ieft man wide-orbed with wondler, we purblind d

souilese, duhll martais.

Sa cati himi net seer nor bard, such namee fit the green l8aurel,
wearer ;1

No lautreate hie, yet a greater- scarce glowed witb the Spirit
soft unction ;fe

1 venture-the Sole One, our Author, saw gioom o'cr the eartii
a bearer IiOf iight to its tingling sotil-facets, sen"~ Browning fuifiuîing jl

finction. 
ceStars of magnitude naw are agieam, whose iigbt reac0

us after nmuch waiting;
H1igh and cain ranged the sixteen odd volumes, fe Wwers'

sold o nc the public's now baiting.

To the bookman, "Uood-day ;"and I wander, a confiict b-,giflfling
withjn me

(For once let the coul see or grasp ail it's ionge(l for to bave O or
cherish, SmtigbeY"C8traigbr the struggie of old doth revive, for a 0 ehg

and above fee ;)
With Ben Ezra I wait, trust my Evelyn, with Childe Roland the

brave could 1 perish,
Feel iife's hope and deepair in une sang, and tulle life to

sang w'ith its fellow ; îrn
These are mine-Browning's eoul's minewhenl clea-u

what shalh I say of Sordlelo!

The -Ulitedl Empire LoyaliSts.

T lHE class9 of Britans cailed U. E. ILovalists are better
-1- known to the present generation than ta several 1pre-

vious generations. In fact, after the war of 18112 14, ibthe
was heard about them for several decades. lthaugh te
commencement of the American :ebellion of 1776 therle were
in the thirteen revoîting colonies more îoyalists thanl rebels,
yet from the fortui tous'è crcu ms tances of tlie confiict and the

finalresul, th loyaistoken Ofinl rsul, te lyalstsgradually ceased to be SI) f
or thought about. The adherents of the lost cause inl'r3
years sank out of siglit; those who returned ta nlal

inemrgdi the general mass of people - those h e
mained inAmerica were lost sighft of in the wilds Of te
forests while engaged in laygch foundation Of the r
minion of Canada. While the successful rebels as a enation lost no opportunity, nor omitted any nieans o evouinry heroecount and perpetuate the deede of the revltin nfortu'and vindictively siezing, confiscated propýertyl the Unthe.
nate loyalists had more than enough ta do ta Procure *
bare necessaries Of life. At thse saine time they hâd care
with tliem to their rude homes few, if any, rcdsO ei

British~ ~~ ~~~~~n Emoefdo ie thyrcrso hdeeds of daring in fighting to prevent the dismiembernm edth ad 8ustaie
Tliey, as weil as the victoriouq Americai'5, had Lake P"~
making the old colonies prosperous ; but thse re gnt' to
the independence of the Un ited States left theinSew0
be attainted, persecuted and driven front tlieir hoin8 n h
wonder that in time the loyalists were forgotten rieans,
world, or only remembere<î and spoken o lU
witl iso and scorn, and h>y many others &a nfr
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