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brightly decorated white wooden box. How are you t
get such people toelînderstanLi, ruch lemsste adopt sincereI3
a faith that offiers consolations of which they do not fe(
the need, rewards that differ very widoly frorn their idea
of pleasure, and preaches a life of renunciation when th&
possess already so liUtle. -Iow eaui the worshippers of tih
srniling }luddha transfer their aliegiance to the Mate
Iolorosal 1 went to service at one of the Mission Homek
'The room was filled with smali 0 Kiku Sans. They lookei
like butterfiies in school !I went again to service in th
(Catholic Church. The 02' San8 there, taught that womei
mnust net enter church bareheaded, had thrown white nuio
like voile over their fantastic coiffures, and when the:
tottered up to the aitar to receive the sacrament I amn ver:
inuch afraid thoy made almost a tea-house bow! Tar
San, who stood beside me, shrugged his shoulders ani
smiied.

People talk a great deal of nonsense about miseionarie
in Japan, people who have neyei beoîi within the doors o
a Mission House, and who oniy listen to yarning set
captains, foreign tradesmen, and foreign teachers unfit fo:
work at home. The missionaries whom we saw wen
honest and well ecucated ; they ived pure ]ives an(
worked hard ; but the other European residents were noi
all honest and well educated, and sorie of them were any
thing but exemplary. The consequence is that the lattei
are always trying to pick out faults in the former, and th(
former, exccpt the Catholic ones, whose usual tact gaini
thern the good opinion of everybody, not being conciliatory,
il; makes matters worse. Missionaries ought to be con
cilietory, they ought to be people of wide sympathies and
large culture, and fine perceptions ; but peopie of widi
sympathies and large culture, and fine perceptions, don'f
always want to exile themeselves in Japan. Then, again,
they shouldn't begin by teaching jinrikisha men, and suob
silly littHo things as Teri and O Kiku San the Athanasiai
(ireed, or !'aler Nosters, or the Shorter Catechism, other-
wise they will miake hypocrites of them. They must first
show an example of justice and kindness, and instruct
thern in matters pertaining to the new civilization gener-
ally ; the rest will come later. But perhaps it won't cone,
for the Japanese are sceptical ; thon they have a great
veneration for tlîeir ancestors, whichi is the soul of Shintoismn
and agaiîî the golden-faced Buddha is fascinating to look
upon. What then i Why, the new civilization will
progress just the saine, and there will be less hypocrisy.
that im aIl. With this now civilization, bowever, the
veneration for thoir ancosters is bound to decrease eventu-
alIy, though scepticism înay spread, and Buddhisrn!
J apanized Buddhisim is so essentially J apanese, se visible
a Part Of Chat unique, artistie whoie, that one hates to sec
il eradicated, baniished.

ilegolden facedi Budilha is Very fascillating. Wo eused
Co stand staring at littie images of hini in the wood-carver'N
shops, and we always lingored longest in the temples Chat
were his. You cannot be long in Japan without loving
Buddha. At firet, as ho sits enthroned on the lotus with
crossedl limbe and foided hands, indifforent eyes and incom-
prehensiblo smilo, you look at bini despairing. ie seeois
so cold, e olivioutî of you anîd your world, so illed witli
the concerne of a Qiiverse of whicb, you knlow nothiaîg.
And thon you change; you l*gin siowiy, gradually, to
understa,î'. lus emile is thic smilv of eternai sunshine,
lis eyos are fixod upon those thinge alone Worth conteim-
plating, anîd if hoe is indifferent te the foibles Chat eistres
yoit, it is becausiq ho would have you inditl'orent, too. The1
pale saints of Clristianity have corne doýn to sufer witli
moen on the parth; Buddha lifte men01 up te siîîle with Iimi
above the world's sorrows.

Buddha'si two loveliest temples are at Nîkko, and
Asaktisa near Tokyo. At Asakusa what crowds ! What
hideous splendeur! What oxuherance of life! From the
entranco to the Temple (irounds far tip to the Temple
steps, a vast picturesque multitude swayed constantiy
hither and thither. We joined it, and we entered an
immîense chambor decorated with fantastic pictures, huge
paper lanterne swinging froin the roof, and many tiny
shrinéti. Men woroe enptying the weoden collera heforo,
foach of these of thoir inountains of copper coin. Mon
were selling charms. Meni and women and children,
youiig girls and boys, stood before a great opon-work
sertien veiling the innor giory of tlho Temple, and bowed
thoir lacads, ciapped thoir bands-, and murmured thoir
prayers, while poopie about thein talked and walked, and
the inoney offerings to the goe flew whizzing past their
heads and went cittering into the money boxes.

We were permitted to see hehind the sereen. We
found a biglialatar covered with palely burning lights,
exquisite oîîbroideries, delicato wood work, and oferings of
food ; smailer shrines with gods infuriated ,gode indifferent,
iacquered loors, dim chambers, miysterions pictures and
înisty incenso, and alone, seemingly above aIl even hore
Buddha smiling in gold.

At Nikko, Buddha's horne is among the other temples
there where it is very still and always green anid very
beautiful, where the only gound is that of the belse every
now and again like little wai]s, and the eternal murmur-
ingé; of the pines, murmuring over and over and over an
echo of unanswered prayers. Buddha sits in the sanctum
sanctorum, a colossal figure rising fromn the fleor te the
roof, most majestic, inost beautiful, most worshipful in the
dina iight of the inner chanîber.

Al 1 brought away fromi Nikko was a tiny sort of
cardboard tryptich having on itaa three oute sides a bit of

bo rich brocade, and Buddha painted on a gord background
y, within. Buddha Sait, as ever, with crossed limbs, upraised
BIl hand, strangely srniiing lips, and downcast eyes, sits en-
as throned on his lotus that rises with a number of smaller
ýy lotuses from what is meant to be a turbid miry pool,
e although it is painted blue. I find my little work of art
r very beautiful ani 1 love to ponder over it, and while I
f. ponder I think this,-that our lives must te like the lotus,

ýd beautiful and pure though standing in the mire; that oui
e seuls muet be like Buddha. Louis LLOYD.
n
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o THEY'vE perished, the blossoms of May-time
id That burdened the air with perfume,

The liiacs, that rivalled the day.time
In brîghtness, and fiiled ail the room;

es In the gardon I muse, wbere the roses
C)f Distil ail their fragrance to air,

Ca By the vine-covered wall that discioses
)r A sceno passing fair.
'e
ýd 1 muse, àsnd I long for the ecean
)t That bears the white sbips on their way,
- That pulses and throbs with emotion,
ýr And scatters its fume and its spray-
Le The ocean that sîceps in the gloarning
ta And basks in the sunshine of June,

ri That for ever is iaughing or rnoaning,
1- At midnight or noon.

dl
ýeThe sea, where tue white ships are wingiiig

t Their way to somne tropical Strand,
Or the sweet breath of spices are bringing

To float through our coid northern land;
n The sea, its wird symphonies sounding
r- On headiand and wide reaching bay,
it With deep voice its riddles propounding,

t For ever and aye.

Crows qiierrel arourid me and bluster
b Frein their family tree on the height,

Thon coaso their debating and cluster
Toetiior, ail ready for flight

Tholi gardon is fuit cf rejoicing
Witla song of the bird and the bee,

But, aaid (ltlîeir gay carois anad voicing,
1 long foi- the ea.
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lýA MA'TI"i' o f îaucla geairal interfiHt has *JuHt heen dis-
i Il cussed in tLhe Board cof 'l'rade. After taking stops to
baid the (CiLy Counicil to procure f rom the Government

adequate wharf accommodation for the arrivai of immi-
igrants, and alsc the substitution of arc for incandescent
.lights on the canais, tho report was roceived from the
ispecial cotiiifittee appointe(i te cofsiier the protest of the

Dominion Live Stock Associationî against the agreemnent
eliterc.d into l'y the Allen, D)ominion, and Beaver Line

lSteamiship (Jompanies by which thoy could effect inde-
pendent in8turaikce. The corriaaittee objected strongiy to
Comninations of ail kinds, but ini this case found the action
Of tlie steaiinsiip linos partly *Justified by the insurance
pools ; that the arrangement (1o0s net appear te have been
unfavonîrable te the live stock export trade, and that the
grievance of the Stock Association was mainly one of
feeling, and arose iargely frein lack of information regard-
ing the constitution and regulatione of the Lloyds. The
committee, îîevertheless, admittod the existence of three
serious causes of coîupaint : 1. That shippers are cern-
peiled te takeoeut their insUraîlce policies of the three
steamiqhip linos. 2. That whiie chips are compelied to
carry 10 per cent. cf the insurance themeselves, they are
flot ailowed te carry more. 3. That while in case of
partial loes a shipper may dlaim a certain amount, the
eteamship linos refuse te modlify their policies 8e that a
shipper rnay dlaim fuit value for total ioss, an event over
which the shipper his ovidently "0c control. The Board
recorded its opinion that the practico of ship-owners
forcing shippors te includo inisurance i11 the rate of freight
is wrong in priiîciple and opposed te f ree cempetition and
the best intereets of trade.

The Reading I{oem of the Board was the ecene of an
event cf quite a different nature a day or two before, when
Mr. A. P. Watt was honoured by his cenfreres in com-
merce with an address and testimonial of a very substantial
description. The address explained that the cenrteey was
on account of Mr. Watt's great ability and untiring exer--
tiens in the service of the trade of the city. Mr. Watt
is a gentleman, broad and liberal-minded, who has been c
unflinching in zeai for our harbour improvemente, the s
deepening cf our river, the remeval cf canal restrictionsb
hospital efficiency, and our trade And civie welfare in,
general.

In connection with the sittings cf the Episcopal Syned ti
laet week, a question came up which led the reverend l
fathers of that august body a littie beyond their depth. i
The ground cf veting at vestry meetings was gone ever,m
and caused a long discussion on the expediency of extend- Y,
ing te non-members the power te vote. The motion ()
exciuding non-members fromn that priviiege wae adopted, ai
though net without some staunch opposition, and as there n
still existed some ambiguity of expression, a further motion fe

1was bronght up te restrict the vestry vote te men. The
1arguments in faveur of this made an unwitting revelation

regarding the Apostolic bear and forbear of these delibera-
tive meetings. There are Ilwranglings in vestries," at
which "lthe refinêment cf women would heoeut cf place."
Their admission would Ildestroy their holy influence and
produce discord at home." "WVomen eught tebe revered."
IlIt wonld ho a degradation te introduco them." "lHome
is their sphere." IlTheir influence is there." Il Because
of men's respect for women they should support the
motion." IlWornen's beautiful and sacred sphere was eut-
side cf vestries." "Mon should deploe the necessity for
women te compote with men for bread," IlShould shield
them from the responsibility. " I"They did net deserve the
position." "lTheir adnission te vestries would produce
discord in their homes, and would array wonien againet
their relatives."

One fonce-rider would not exclude thern at one sweep,
but would ho inciined te extend seme leniency te Il widows
and spinstors." The opposition centended that the presence
cf women would have a Il softening eifect upon the wrang-
ling." IlWomen were often botter churchmen than mon."
IlIf women attended, the cabale would cesse." IlWhat
would the worid do without the admirable work of wemen
in the church '1',"IlHew could we raiso meney without
them 1" "IlAil who contribute should be represented, and
women often give more than mon." IlIn heathen temples
women were nowhero, but in Christianity chere is neither
maie nor female." One holy father hoped that neither the
motion te exciude women at one sweep nor the amendment
te exclude them by degrees should pass, and advocated
letting women decide it for themselves.

Without toucbing on the sifecting scenes from which
the reverenco for womanhood would excînde hier refining
and ennobling influence, or the nocossity for reform there-
in, the Synod proceeded te take its vote on the question.
The motion was carried b'y a majorîty of about ton per
cent., almost equaily divided between the clergy and the
iaity-which means that in mattors of disabiiity and pan-
ishment, of dis-race and sin, of the terrors cf the law for
evil-doors, woman is included in rnankind ; and in any
question of equality or privilege, a statutory disqualifica-
tion muet ho imposed defining mankind as applying exclu-
sively te men. Seldem bas a body of men made themeelves
more supremely ridiculous. Time enough to exelude
women when they ask fer admission, anid thon it will natu-
rally, in tlîis as in îîîost thing8, ho capacity and net sex
whici will constitute the qualification, and incapacity the
disqualification. Natural aptitude is a law which the
reverend gentlemen seern te have overleokeci, but which is
novortheiess as irresistibie in its power as it is secret and
sulent in operation.

The scheme for the amalgamation of the General
Hospital with the proposed Royal Victoria (the gift of
Sir Donald Smith and Sir George Stephen) has been under
consideration of special committees cf tlhe respective in-
stitutions for sorne menthe. Thus far the practical advance
towards such a desirable end has net been great. The
General is naturaiiy soliditous about maintaining its iden-
tity, and wbile the Victoria inust ho nmore or ]ese influenced
by the actual and prier existence cf the General, its prime
duty is evidently te socureonee grand and harmonious
institution. The committoe for the Generai Hospital has
reportod that before proceeding furtber with negotiations,
it je expedient te test the senseocf the Board of Governors
upon points which appear te ho essential conditions for the
carryîng eut cf the preposod union :--l. Tliat the site
chosen for the Royal Victoria Hospital shaîllho accepted
and forthwith built upen, and that aîl indoor work shall
ho uitimateîy carried on there; and 2. That the proposed
amalgamation shaîl be of the nature of an absolute fusion
of the two institutions into one corporation, to take effect
as soon as the building cf the lîew hospital le coin-
pleted. The special committee gave no collective deliver-
ance upon those conditions, but, after full discussion, the
Board reviewed the entiro negotiations, and a motion to
the eifect that the site for the preposed Victoria is un-
euited te a general hospitai, and that the Mentreal General
Hospital should continue as heretofore te do its own work
in ail its departments and on its present Site, Was merely
postponed.

In connection with those medical niatters cornes in the
report cf the Medical Faculty cf McGill University anent
Women's Medical Education, which is in faveur cf a
separate coilego, to be incorporated and affiliated when in
full and succeeful operation. VILLE MARIE.

LETTERS TO LIVING A UTHORS.-I

TO MR. ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON.
TOUR countryman, CJarlyle, has said in one of hie
Iinemorable essaye that, Ilcouid ambition always

choose its own path, and were will in human undertakings
synonymeus with faculty, ail truly ambitions mon would
be mon cf letters." That you are an ambitions man is
proved on your own evidence, and that you are net
w'ithout faculty might Beem te be demenstrated by your
triumphs iun a cernparatively high and difficuit realm of
iterature. There can ho no question rogarding the genu-

inenees of your success. A very wide circle of readers is
w'aiting impatient te catch every sentence it may please
'ou to utter, if not quite as though yen were a Delphic
Oracle peuring out words cf celestial wisdom, et ail events
as if yen were a wizard whe couid charm an audience into
mementary forgetfulnese cf the fret and fume cf this
Fverish life. Mroreover, the critice are almeet unanimouaiy
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