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FINE ARTS AT THE CAPITAL.
THE LATE HON. LUTHER H. HOLTON. The Exhibition of Pictures, Sculptures, Drawings, Designs, et cetera,

"An Niano li dcd i tu lirncs."which bas been collected tinder the auspices of the Canadian Academy of Arts,And icanr li dei in is lai-nss."and fornîally opencd at ttawa by Hlis Excellency the Marquis of Lorne o
Death is a comnon-place-a common-place, liowevcr, of eternal interest. Saturday tlie 6tli instant, dcserves a passing.comment. iBelieving that theThe shadow of death is near tic writer as he j>ens tiiese ]nes; for duAring the SrFC'rATR has heCi, now is, and, 1 hope, evcr wvill be, Il the abstract and brieflast few hours orne gifîed in intellect and talent lias passed front anîongst ris, chronicle of the time" in the malter of Il things " of more than general interest,and thcreby anoîlier friend lias becomei to hini a ineinory. IIov flic beat of 1 pen thlese feîv lin.the heart slackens when one thinks of flic ni of yesterday bcing the dLust Of Not being present ai tire inaugural opening, 1 shall content inyseif witht0 day !one 10 wliom the to-morrows of aspirations, plans, endeavours, labours, re-echuing soîne of the pertinent remarks made by His Excellency, theendurances, corne 11o more; to whorn the hopes, flic aims, the loves, the President, and flie Vice IPresident of Hlie neiv Academny.charities of yestcrday are as if they were not. " In the îîîidst of life we are ini 'l'lie Marquiis of' Lurne said : IIt is inmpossible lu a.gree with the remarkdeath," and iii Hlic midst of death ive are ii hife and ivc know flot îvhiclî sand- that wc have no inaterial iii Canada for our present purposes " (the founding agrain.iii the glass of lime shail fix oLir fate forever, for 've are of thiose School of t,"wlîcn we sec so niany excellent îvurks on these walls, and ifT1hings mhicIu are made to fade and fall away sortie do îlot Corne npI to tlie standard we may set otirselves, wvlat is this but anWhen they have blossomned but'a fexv short 1uou,ý." addiionml argument for flic creation of' some body which rhahl act as anChange is the law of hifé, and tire last great change is deaHi-rrysterious death, eduitator iii this mnannier."îvhose vîewless might is everywhere. 

ilftcr a ramble through tHe variotns rooms in which the pictures are ex-1 arn led int this train of thought by the awfiilly sudden death of our hibited, 1 arn bounld tu confcss rny astonishment at the wonderful progress*estcmred fricnd and fellosv-citizen the Hon. Lut.her Hl. Holton. It was îvith Cana(lian art bias'inade during thc hast derade, and J arn îvarrantcd ini sayîngrnncl pain throughout Hiis city that the terrible news 'froni Ottawa was read thatL wiî theircin, h aet he eisdslydi ueo h
whic tol Li of he udde snachig awy o oneof Cnad's geats orks, the artists, if fot cramtpcd by external circunistances, and if opportinii-svhctold ns fti.udnsacigaa foeo aaasgcts tics arc given theni for pntting forth their powcrs, by the Government and the

Mr. Holton had passed a long life in Montreal, hîaving filled inany wealthy, their Imaginations ivilI niove ]ii a highcr region of art, and, possibly,important positions iii society, always with honour to himself and advantage to iii a rcgion of beauîîy, sublinîity, and trnîlî.[lie public. He wvas by nature a politician ; and from bis return to Parliament Arnong thie ILoan Collection arc some fine l)ictures, ivhich nmust have aas one of the menîbers for Montreal in 1854 t0 the hour of ]lis death, he had tendency liot only lu educate flie rnind and eye of flic Canadian artist, but thcborne a Iroininent part in the struggles of the limes, having also filled w ith mmnd and eye of tHe public, s0 that the latter may be the better able to passhonour several offices in flie Governinent. During his entire political career jndgrnent vviscly and svith undcrstanding uipon tbc svorks of our Il Canadiannu shadow ever passed over the fair farme of our deceased friend. Onc of his Academnicians." This cducation of tire mmid and eyc the Art Association ofoldest political friends is able to record: Montreal has labonrcd to niake more general, feeling certain that svith ail"INo politician wîas ever more consistent tHan Mr. Iloiton. Ilec hall on rnany occasions încrcased knowlcdgc of ai t, an incrcascd dcmiand for our local artists' wvorksto see (hose ivho Iîad heen co operating with hini abandon their principles and accepite ivl, i arise if flic artists will only ('arcfully use, or 1 may say rcad, the book givenrTory shilling ; huit witli hini there wvas no shadow of ttnrning." uis by Nattîre-the book wants laburious study, and thecir art wants continuaI
practice, aided by a ltvely imagination. There is a îvorld of beauty and

Mr. H1olton ivas a mnan of very generous impulses, and if lie liad anly grandeur in tlie book of Nature îvhicli is sprcad out before our artists in
defect il was greaîly reduccd by his sterling honesty of purpose, which made Canada, and judging from the Ottawa Exhibitioni, il lias beeni read by themi.him scorn 10 dissemble his real feelings, and equally refuse 10 accept any post If I may be allowed 10 vocabularize the langnagc of Natture, tising the follow-or dtyexcpt iththeundrstndig tht b wa todo is utyin f. is ng terrns and words :-Air atnosphere ; brighit skies clonds, fantastic iii
fitatcsmiansbip wvas of the praclical workiîîg order, iii which industry effects shape, brilliant i colour, svhethcr illumincd by stinset or suitrise ;fog ; mist ;more than diplomacy, aîîd well-disciplined common sense than showvy talent. sno ; lakes ; rivers ;torrents ; cascades ;lofty cliffs ; foaming cataracts ;N e a s ai sta i n , a d s d u o u s f o th p u li w e l.m o u nita in s ; ro c k s ; v a le s ; fo re s t tr cc s (tH e b e a u tif tî l inm, th e lu x u ria n t la rc l,He had a fertile mmnd and a subtie reasoning faculty; he was excecdingly the wveeping bircb, the stately pine, the dark cypress) ;birds ; and fhowers ;transparent and straightforward, ever impatient to reahize his convictions. He sucb blave been puit int language by Jacobi, O'Brien, Edson, Sandham, Fraser,stood above the midmost men in their own svalks, and wvas especially remark- Creswell, Fowler and others. This vocabulary, thîotgh flot put mbt sucbable for lis manageable power over every faculty of his mind and evcry item of glowiîîg passages, sncb hiarmonious styles, sncb breadth of effect, anîd with sucbbis knowledge. Ever alert, self-possessed, clear in judgment, work-enjoying, energy of character as are. displayed iii thie penicillings of the old and newand uvitb a mmnd ahways open 10 the latest light. masters,-Salvator Rosa, Poussin, Cuyp, Ruysdael, Claude Lorraine, HobbinaH1e was a mari uho in wise cheerfuîîîess, geniality and frankness, fresliened and Weeninx; Constable, Turner, Wilson, Pyne, SlaInfield, Creswvick. and Lance,Hie vhîole mor-al almosphere arouind hirn. He uvas sineerity itself in the yet there is a sufficient tcbnical knouviedge of thie art of construction, and aperfect candour of lus nature, and yet charitable in blis judgment of others. dawvn of genius manifested in tbese essays 'vhicli deserve IlgenHe critici-.mr."He was most unostentatious, tbougb be had in himself stores of information; T1he art material is in the bands, aîîd the spirit of art is witbin thue hîearts oflue ias lerally a livinîg Parliamentary encyclopoedia, whicb was continually these new Canadian Academicians, and thongu there is, ai present, a uvide gulfapplied 10 tlie immediate state o? tbings ;many arc those who are indebted whîicb separates our iîeuly born Academy froin ils eIder si ters iii Europe, aiudto bis researches, for lic ungrudgingîy imparted wbat he liad laboriouisly thoughi it may-natuirally enougli.-occupy ant iuuferior position in painting,acquired. 

sculpture, and architecttire, yct every school înust have ils beginîing.-In theOnly sixty-thîrec ycars of hife anîong thue stir aîîd labour of mcii! and then beginniîîg,, thue Garden of Eden uvas not on th is carih.when flicîîced. for blis life sceed greaîest, 10 be called hence iii anl hour wben Thougb the road t0 the Temple of Faîiuc miay be albeîîdd wilh difficulties,ail seenied serene and fair; iii tlicnuidst of the huopes of uisefuil years lu corne, and its way bc long aîîd painfül before ur a rcbitects will rival the works ofthere came forth flic great invisible bîand thînt gave the fatal stroke. Branlantbe or Palladio; WVrcn or Barry ; or outr setuiptors tliose of Phidias orIlouv bearty uvas lus greeîing, aîîd hîow coîistanlly ahive lus intellect and Praxiteles; Canova or Flaxnian ; or ur painters thuse of Correggio or Titian;bis humour! 1-ls ready thIOLIgblfulness and ]lis steady friendsbip muade hlmt Reynîolds or Lawrence ; 10 say nothing of' the master pieces of Greek, Roman,flot hess valtied than huis amazing acquisitions, bis untiring industry, bis mani- and Itlian architecture, sculpture and painîting N'bich yet continue 10 excitefold genius, aîud huis successful acbievemcîuîs. Death bas taken hinu away the wonder of the studeuit, ycî, Ict themnifot despair. 'rlite works of Greeceafler sixty-tbrcc ycars of toilfuhl progrcss aîud cuideavour. On Caîiada's Romue and Italy we must îîot expect to sec rivalhed in bhis country uîuless therememory lie lias lefI his impriuit, bis faitbful performanuce of duty is ]lis nmoral- arise sncb meni as Pendces, thue Medicis, anud Pope Leo X. In their day thement, and huis reputation is safe, for lie uvas alwvays a frieîîd 10 tlic people, uvealthy soughît the artist, anîd encouragemnent ivas giveîî 10 the pursuit of art.of whoni lie ivas a choice specimen. 
The Archîitect, thie Sculptor and tbe Painter bad minds and bearîs to speak 10,Iii Mr. Hioltou a great riamte passes mbt the aîîîals of Canîada, il is a p)art tbey could eujoy communion of tbougbt iih mcii exalted above thie petty canesof thue hisîory of tlie countbry; luis penseverance, manly forlilude and powver of anud troubles of life, uvbosc imaginuationu roved ini a highier and purer region, noself-assertion, eîîabhed hîim 10 accomplish tbiîugs which other, less resolute and wonder that, uxîden such circuinstances, thie artists 'vene cîîabled tu grow andless perseveriîîg mnen have faîled iii acbieving. Il Ivas îuoî tbc privilege of the ripen mb înmaturity.wriîer of Ibis tnibute 10 the worîb of our deceased statesman, 10 enjoy bis It is a good thîing 10 know thuat H. R. H. The Princess Louise lias lierintimate friendship, but enough, is known 10 record that Canada in future years whiole heart and soul on the objeets of thue Canadian Academy, and Ihuat shue iswill mark tbc fourteenth of March as a sad day iii lier annaIs, for on that day resolved 10 lîclp forward and promote any aîud every good xvork conuuectedLuther Hanmilton Holton dicd. H. of. uvitb ils programme viz :-bc formation of a National Gallery. It is aisa a

good thuing bu knoiv that lus Exccllcncy takes such a deep intenest iii tbç


