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this weakness-cahlses arising fromn an over-keen and ready perception of ail CORRESPONDENCE.

the bearings of the question in hand, or fromn mere feebieness of character,

rendering ail grasp of a subject, ail effectuai hoid, imupossible. It may be an L-etters should he brief, and xvritten on one side of the paper only. Those intended for

intellectual or a mnorai faîling, one due to a judgment paraiysed by extent of insertion should be addressed to the Editor, 161- St. James Street, Montreal; those on matters

choice, or to a conscience made sippery by habituai disregard of its first moni-ofbsnsteteMagrtth 
m drs.

tions; but in either case its effects upon a man's character and career are To the Editoi- of/the CANADIAN SPEc'iA OR:

patent to others. People may have many fauits which work in secret, which SIR,-Vouild you kindly insert amongst the books as given by you in

observers only guess at by seeing their consequences ; 1)ut irresolution works answer to, Question No. 99 of the Historicai Questions :

in the open, and is sooner detected by the looker-on than by the man himself IlOrdinances made for the Province of Quebec 'ny the Governor and CouMcil of the

who is a prey to this enervating influence. What seemns to the irresolute tem- s'iid Province, since the Establishment of the Civil Government." Quebec :Printed by

per the ruere exercise of a profound judgment or a refined taste is detected by Brown ami Gilmore, near the Bishop's Palace. 1767.

those who are inconvenieiiced, irritated, or injured by it, as the slip and 'lhle above book is in rny possession, s0 there eau bc doubt of its existence,

blemish which weakenls, loosens, renders futile the whoie course of iife and as is the case with sornei other works relating to Canada.

action. The irresoiute juan, whatever hîs position or bis powers, not only fails 
9 S. Lambert.

to himself, but is felt by those about hirni to be useless for the parts of coun- I)ecernber 9 th. 1879.

seilor, supporter, or advocate. He is essentially incompetent for these offices."LE 
NALO"

Fus own course is determined, jot by intention, but by chance ; bis jtdgment 
i,-.INALO"

wants the education of persoilal experieilce. No one can remaili eternally 1'eofthe Editor of the CANADIAN Sr'EcTîATOR.

suspended between two courses of action, for the world moves and situations SiiR,-The systemn of newspapcr pufflng seems to be almost, if not quite

change hoxvever much a man may desire to keep thern at a standstiil tili bis as bad as wbien Macaulay impaied Robert Montgomery. The Gazette informed

mind is made up. Sou',ething irrespective of bis judgment steps in and takes us a few days ago, in a rather doubtful compliment, that Canon Baldwin had

the matter in hand. While hie deliberates on the bighiest conceivable best- again ruslied into print, anti that lis new work was marked by that "lforce and

best in itseif or best for hinî-while lie fctaeaccident settles the matter. eloquence characteristic of the Rev. gentleman." A couple of Saturdays ago(

with little regard for bis <redit or interest. It is difficult, J.a Bruyere says, to the Witness (wisely refraining fronî comment) gave us a quotation from. the

decide whethier irresolution makes a man more uî<fortunate or contemptible, book itseif, which, it is to be bioped, wvas not chosen to hurt the Canonl's repu-

whether there is more harm in making a wrong decision or in miaking noue at tation as a theologiall, and which, let us be charitable enoughi to suppose, is

ai. A step which a man is driven to take unîler the compulsion of external not a sampie of the book throughout.

circurnstances is seldoin taken at the right timie. Owving to this demand for "Il Mr. Baldwin," says the f Vitncss, II gives this striking illustration." Then

action, even iii the inu>st vacillating-this inipossibility of eternal indecision foilows the illustration. A mari is pictured as going to the cemetery to employ

where other mcen and other interests are concerrned-irresoltitiofl is nccessarily a number of hands in order to fil a contract. Ile wants the hands of dead

allied with precipita.tion. 'lle man incapable of a final immovable resoive men. The man is mad. Not more so than that preacher who addresses Il a

decides at iength on an impulse which bias nôtlxing to do with choice. Irreso- 7//o/e congrégation dead in trespasses and sins, and, taking ail the precepts of

lute men are rash men ; prone to act on the spur of the moment in order thc Christian life, asks those who have not yet begun to breathe to carry themi

to defeat tlieir infirmnity and put it out of their powver Io biesitate and shilly- out in their daily lives.",

shially. 
Canon Baldwin is an excellent artist. He draws the portrait, and then

There are cases where these contendiuig qualities p)lay somewliat fataliy upî- looks around to flnd the human counterpart, and finds himi at last in bis own

on one another. Thus the impulse of the monient'commiits a man to a course imagination.

of action. Knowing bis xveakness lie is precillitate in making promises - ilut But even if such men as the above quotation describes could be found, is

then steps in the habit of bis mind ; lie deliberates and hangs suspended, thiere stili no good attained by the lab)ours of those in tixe Chiurch who are not

wheni the slower procss of performance ouglit to folloxv. Irresolution 51 lits yet, in the bighiest sense, ciiildren of God? Must those and those only engage

into two, or into inany pa~rts, what should lie only one act. \Vith the healthy in christian work wvhose hearts are lit with celestial fire? Is there umo powver, aq

reasonal)le mind a promise involves its performance ; but irresolution neyer in Instruments, in works of christian usefulness-in the sympatby xvhicb awakens

considers anything as settled so long as change is possible. Every bindrance, sacrifice-to win by slow degrees the worker's soul to Christ? We know such

every difficulty is an argument for a reversai, or breach of contract, either with w'orks cannot in themselves save a manî. But, we would ask, must Ilchristian

oneseif or others. As a fact, ai important undertakings and promises engaged precepts"' be s1 oken only to those who already love Christ? If so, how did

in under strong impressions and warma feeling are followed by a change of Cbristianity in bier infancy ever ivin the temples of Paganism. and the allegiance

temperature in the undertaker and promiser. 'l'ie habit of kceping to, your of the flerce barbarians ? Christian precept is wrapt up in the life of Christ.

word because it lias been passed, whether to yourself or another, alone sustains To tcachi Christ is to unfold, in the largest sense, the precepts of the Gospel.

the will under the reaction. IlWhat terrible moments," said Pope, Il does Moreover, is honest labour, even among nominal christians-labour for the

one feel after one bias engaged in a large work !In the beginning of my trans- eternal verities, justice, truth, love, against falsehood and liatred, and society's

lating the lliad I wislhed everybody would hiang nie a thousand times." It is false gods-is such labour no factor in the causes ftîrthering the work of the

of course this relaxation of the mind's fibre wlîich lies at the bottomn of ail cburcli militant upon earth ?

de cent forms of jilting, whetber in mani or woman. 'lhle promiiser awakes to To boister uîî a theory as light as air, Canon Baldwin bias set forth views

the acttha hebasdon a remndos ting Ths my hppe ~ -<~flr asalike incompatible with scripture experience and conîmon sense.

well as to the weak, but the irresolute are in the habit of vacillating, and also "A WHOLE coNGRE<GATION IIEAD in trespasses anzd sins " .1. Let us draw a

in the habit of justifying it as reasonable deliberation. It comes easily to themn veil over tlîis melancholy picttîre.

to hesitate or to betray hesitation. The constant mmnd knows that it is in for Yours very truly, Laicus.

it, and instantly recovers from the tenîporary panic. It is no time to weigli Montreal, Dec. 3 rd, 1879.

the question when the step is once taken ; thouglit and deliberatioli have flnally

given place to action. 
TWO OR TH-REE QUESTIONS REGARI)ING PRISON DISCIPLINE, ETC.

In smaller matters promises become habit to the irresolute, as being T hEdtrathCNAANSPEcTArOR:

dissociated from performance. A man gives or accepts an invitation in one SIR,-It is a common belief now-a-days-or, rather, people take it for

mood, and backs out of it when hie thinks over the inconven,Àence hie may incur. granted-that the discipline of our prison government is about as perfect as it

He promises a gift, and, when the moment of parting witb what hie values may be, or indeed the days when the necessity of a philanthropist like Howard

arrives, lie flnds himself a different man from the rash donor, bis former self. are passed for ever ; that the convicts in the penitentiaries and inmiates of our

The arguîments xvhich should be silenced by a strong will press with gathering prisons have now no need of intercession on their beliaîf by busy-bodies out-

force and grow in weight as the notion of the imminence of a crisis possesses side of the pale of the Minister of justice, and that the internai economy of

the mind; with him- the fulilînent of a promise is the crisis, not the making it. prison life, and the comfoît and reformation of prisoners at large are much of

Whether justiy or not, Garrick's friends considered hîm. as a framer of good the same sort ; that as a matter of fact prisoners in general have such a good

intentions which hie had not resolution to, keep. Foote said of him that hie time while incarcerated witbin the walls of the prison during the terni of their

-Often set out with the design of performing a generous act, but te~e ghost of a confinement that they acttîally desire to go back again, and giadly commit ail

halfpenny meeting him, at the corner of a street sent him home again. Thie sorts of misdemeanotirs for that purpose ;and in proof whereof these innocent

pain of ftîlfilment is the only cure for this vacillating temper, the only lesson of and easily satisfled peop'e cite, for example, that whereas durîng the summer

any avail. Mere regrets, mere penitence for past imprudence, will do nothing. months in the Central prison at Toronto there are in the neighborhood of four

Promises become a habit unless they are 'sternly held 10 performance. Nor hundred prisoners, as the winter draws on that number is generally augmented.

will the conscience long warn against them, for ail the pleasures of benevolence by somne fifty, and they knowingiy shake their heads, these ignora nt wise ones,

can fill a mmnd of this class quite apart from. the fuifilment of airy intentions.- and say: IlWe told you so; they want to get a home for the winter, where they

Saturday Review. 
may have clothing, warmn shelter, and food and lodging." God forbid that such


