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JAPAN'S INFLUENCE ON THE CHINESE
REVOLUTION

Chinese Students From Tokio the Leaders

By JAMEs H. WALLACE, B.A., ToKIo Y.M.C.A.

theNOTE-Through the ever-ready courtesy of the General Secretary of
Vancouver Y.M.C.A., (Mr. J. M. Graham) the Managing Editor

f this Magazine was introduced to Mr. Wallace, who contributed the follow-
ng short but informative article. As Secretary of the International Committee

of the Foreign Department of the Y.M.C.A., Mr. Wallace has had about
-even Years' experience in the Far East. He was about two years in Shang-
dal and latterly was engaged in organization work among the Chinese stu-
ents resident in Tokio. Mr. Wallace, who is at present travelling in Canada

and the States, on furlough, will return to the work in Tokio.

The failure of the Boxer novement

lie ocupation of Pekin by the
lea4 r mies, finally convinced the

rs of the Chinese nation that if
ina Were to remain a nation, she

t "Peedily adopt Western civiliza-
'On Then followed the defeat of Rus-

by Japan. It was only natural
rat the Chinese leaders should as a

the r to Japan as their leader in

tor great task which lay before them;
tr apan herself was an Oriental coun-
tiy, and by adopting modern civiliza-

then hadl been able to defeat one ofthe rtW
th great Western powers. As a result
the Chstarted in from every part of

g to inese empire a great student mi-
the n Tokio; students were sent by

v'inia perial Government, by fne pro-
an4 governments, by local societies

etilds and of course large nunibers
er own expense.

tyetsY the summer of 1907 there were
toth15,000 Chinese students gathered
to lr In the capital of Japan, eager
sucearn there the secret of Japan 's
C'hina' The leaders of thouglit in
of saw the significance of this body
toler and that they were destine'

return to their native country as

the leaders of the New China. Dr.
Sun Yat Sen, the great revolutionary
leader, in an interview recently in

Shanghai, referred to this. He said:
''We saw that if these men could be
influenced and led to enter the revo-
lutionary societies that the whole
country could be influenced in a way

not possible through any other means;

we saw to it that when these men

went back into the army, the navy,
into the commercial houses, and the

schools of the Empire, they went back as

the centres of revolutionary propo-

anda.'' The revolution of last year

was made possible by the gathering to-

gether of these strategie men in one

centre.

The leaders of the Christian move-

ment in China were not less quiek to

see the opportunity. Dr. Arthur Smith,
one of the greatest authorities on

things Chinese, said at that time, writ-
ing to one of the Christian workers

in Tokio: ''There is a greater oppor-
tunity before you men in Tokio to in-

fluence the future of China during the

comning year than lies before the whol3

missionary body in China itself.''
The Y.M.C.A. was asked by the Pro-


