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ITHE THREATENED MINERS' STRIKE

T HE world, like Premier Drury ut O)ntario, is becoming
uýüd te crises. Perhaps they are the feeble echoes of

the gr eat war, p-erhs-ips they are interludes provided te gatisfy
a publie mind tuxied up to the gigantic diýýcords which nlot so
long ago reached us from Europe. This wteek it is the coal
mniners ot Great Britain who occupy the stage. The tact
that the isýsue is in the United Kingdom, and a lo)cal one at
that, bas led this continent to reýgard it with experienced
complaccncy. The meother country has handled sucli difficul-
ties wvith success, and without exprcasly committîng herseif
to any new priticiple of economiie life. There is no formula
for industrial crises, noir dues the League ut Nations' docu-
ment provided a remecdial principle.

It bas beconie apparent, nevertheless, that the public
w1"I corne out un top. The cual minera wanted an increase

ini wages coupled with a reduction ini price, a cumbination
which is ina violation of economie law. The British govera-
ment lias ceased te subsidize industry, and wiIl scareely re-
new this pulicy by bonusing cual production. The wurkers
in aýn inidustry bave no more riglit te absolute control than
have thq capitalists. Ail esseatial industries ~which have

sent rise is an effect of readjustaient. Goverament housing
szhemes have tailed to supply the shurtage. The value uf such
property must continue to be detcrmined by the cost uf re-
placement, for this is the cuat at which new properties inust
be piaced upon the market, and investmnents in property
must yield a retutn comparable witii that obtainabie in uther
fields.

fTUE GROWTH 0F' TUE 'CLERICAL MACHINEf

F OR ny years miechanical production lias beien carried
on s aproessin ý,hehthe individual workmaa plays

an insignificant part; he is a part ot the machine 'whieh ia
essential because inventive genius has aut been able entirely
te eliminate the hunian element, an element which miust
judge and direct. With the growth uf large corporations
during the past few yenrs the sanie tendency in the clerical
£nd of production is more and more making itselt feit. More,
too, a great machine bas been created. In this machine the
human factor is still essential, but the part which the in-
dividual plays is less conspicuous, because the method of
wurking the machine is obvious from the design of the
machine itself.

The construction of the modern office grows constantly
mure like the construction ut the factury. Work lias beer.
staadardized. Long rows ut desks; ut unifurm design and
equiipaient now uccupy the offices ot our large commercial
and financial institutions. With th~e increasing division of
labor ecd operation becornes more uinh The fiiplA i-
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