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THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE.

there were thirty millions of armed peo-
ple agaiust five millions of Canadians—
even supposing the Canadians were united
fis on» man—it was & quostion whether the!
deience of Canada would be possible.
Would it be possible for Great Britain
to give euch eifeetive aid as would pre-
vent the occupation of Canada by the
people of the United States?  1Ie be-
lieved it would be an impossibility. Hap-
pily for wus, the attitule and the feelings
of the people of the Unitel States were
essentinlly peaceful ; they did not, ue iar
as we knew, desire to increase their mil-
itary respounsibilities or extend their Bm-
pire. The present was not the time when
it woull be useiul, or in any way prac-
ticable, for the Government of this coun-
try to tnke any actual measures for tho
defence of Canadh. Unless we were at
war with the Unitel States, Canada was
abso.ut 1y imprognable ; if we should b
at war with the Unitel States, he be-
lieved it would be impossible to dejend

it.  In regard, therefore, to colonial de-
fence he believed that, with the exception

oi Canada, we were invulnerable. How
about the centre of the Empire—the Brit-
ish Isles ? We were here with a handful
of soldiers, while across the sea nation
alter nation had armed men to be counted
by the million again<t our poor thou-
sandes. How far were we safe ? There,
again, we must rely upon the supiremacy
ol the Navy. Even assuming, however,
tbat we were safe from invasion, Eng-
land might at any time b ealled  upon
to undertike military operations abroad,
brenuse oui defence poliey in the past had
been, ae¢ he hopal it always would be in
the iuture, to warl off attack from our
own eliores by carrying the war into the
cuemy’s country. That was true deien-
sive warfare—to nssume the offensive and
make it &0 hot andl uunpleasant for the
enemy that they «houll be forced to sue
for peace.  MHow far was it possible to
carry out that policy with our present
resonrees  and military  policy ?  Our
Army in Eugland consisted, all told, in
Regular troops of 110,000, and of that
force about 60,000 woull be available
for cuployment abroad,  Rescrves would
be fmmeiately wanted, and as a matter
of fact we had hardly any Re-erves in
the Briti<h Army. [t was not pleasant
to reslect that in cae of war the active
part taken by Enzlml would be on a
6cale commensurate with what coull bhe
done by Holland or Roumania, or even
Bulgarin. This stat: of hings hal aris o,
simply because those respousible for the
military arrangements< ecemed never to
look beyowd the ob olets conditions of
the past.  Shoulld oceasion nrise jor the
fudden sugmcntation o our Army  we
mu=t raise the number of mea (not hoys)
ot their price in the opa warket.  Ile
warmly urged that the time s arrived
when, for ghie cake of our honour as well
ag the saccty ol our mignifi-ent resourees,
cur 35 wmillions o people shonll turn se-
rious anl immediate wttention  to tie
question and take an individual part in
remelying what was  the undoubtedly
weak poiut in our Imperial dejence.

Mr. . C. Batehelor, who followed,
agreed that the residuum would be im-
proved by a little drilling, and he urged

that the c¢lub shoull have the pluck to ad-
vocate conseription, if it were nceded,
though he feared the movement would
be unpopular.

Mujor Grimston feared that Australia
would be in danger from Russian attack
ii her conling stations werce insuificicnt-
ly delended.

M, Cox said the importuni questiont
concerning the Navy was the fool supply.

Mr. H. Knox denied that our Navy wae
supreme, He contended that £18,000,-
000 should besspent on the Navy and £14,-
009.000 on the Army at -<tte.

Mr. Keeling deprecated compulsory
military service as an extreme measure,
jnconsistent with English traditions and
iastincts. The Army should be mad: more
popular by better pay and’ abolishing de-
ductions.

In reply, Sir G. Chesney denied that he
bad advocated ecompulsorymilitary ser-
vice. His suggestion was that in war
time an Army should be raised, by volun-
tary service, of men ¢btained at a price
sulficient to secure the number of soldiers
needed. .

The Chairman, in closing the discussion,
said that an increase in the Navy Estim-
ates must first be desived by the country.
Goveruments did not dare to impose bur-
d¢ens on the taxpayers unless they felt that
the latter approved of their action. Wo
had been too long sitting on our mouney-
bage, staring ruin in the face; but the
present Governmen? had been stirred up,
and he believed that adequite provision
in regard to th> Navy wouid b made when
the E-<timates came on in the spring. The
measure of our sea powcr' should be the
work we had to do, and we had the
meeans to do it. Iler Majesty's Govern-
ment, he believed, would then be pre-
pared for the IFrench and Russiaw alli-
ance.  Our colonies were safe only as onr
seq power was assurel.  As o humble
and modest sailor, he hnd endeavoured to
drive that wedge home. By the Jingo
wnd fighting spirit of Englishwmen  the
Ewmpire had been won, and by the same
gpirit woull it be wnintained:—United
Servive Gazette,

THE SOLDIERS SORE FOOT,

At (he Royad Unit d S-rvice Inatitution,
Janury 2600, Maj r-tin rad Lord Methuen,
C.B., CM.G. (commaniing the Home Dis-
tric.) preifid on th oceasion of the read-
ingoia thouzhitiul and pisetical paper on
th: nbov. subj ¢. by Suercon-Captain W. C.
Boeevor, Sco's Guarids.

Thor ave b explained, two kinds of sore
feet thesliicr and his leader have to con-
tnd with,  The where the  outer
gkinis au' b rapidiy away and d-stroy-

on:?

ed by soni lizh < gree of friction or some
projreding odi el in the sock or boot, and
araw, tonlir, and som>times bleeding, sur-
face of th+inn vskin is exposed ; the other
where the ou.er skin is in.ast but raised
aulsleeteh d by subjacent fluid, this suz-
presiing a1 ss degree of frietion than the
firet (yp>, ant no offending projetion in
the fooUs coverind R garding  the gene
era] swilling and hea! and the sonking of
eXe:8sive perspiraiion so frequently seen in
the Inlantry golM:r's foot and lower part
of his lig. th> Leturer condemned the Jres

sent fashion of folding a thick and gener-
ally voluminous trouser within a non-por-
ous Jeather legging, as generally adopted.
for th: Infaniry soldicr of the Line in our
Army, and strongly advocaied the plan of
allowing all the men time-expired or part-
wora trouscers, which are at present used
as “swabs,” 1o I cut short and worn
hanging loosely over the upper part of the
leggiags, a fashion almost genorally adopt-
ed by officers; by this means the circula«
tion in the lower part of the leg and
ankle nted not be obstructed, a fairly good
degree of evaporation is allowed from the
leg, and cool air encouraged 10 play in the
space b.tween the skin of the leg and its
covering. o o

The regulation boot at prosent in use, the
lecturer averred, docs mot fulfil the rve-
quiremcn's of nature. In the first place,
the waist is made of two layers of sbiff
lcather stoutly sewn  together Ly  four
rows of waxed thread, and forms an al-
most unb:nling bar. Again, the little play
that the eole do2s possess takes place too
far back, and not in the position of nate
ure’'s obliqu> line. Consequently, in walke
inz. the ouly movem nt practicable in this
beot is a sort of roll from heel to tos,
for tbe heel reaches the ground first, and
ae the step proceeds it is lifted, and fin-
ally the tor alon2 rests on the ground, on
the principle of what engineers term  the
“roder or tocking Lover.” But the ten-
deney of the foot within is to bend, and
corsequ nily the tendency of the lhieel of
the foot is to act independently and work
up and down within the boot. Again, this
booi ie lined along the sole wilh a thin
Jayer of shiepskin, which, when wet, will
stretech to au cxtraovdinary extent, thus
giving rise to folds which b.com? hard and
cracked whon dry, and caus: great irritae
tion to the foot. There is great difficulty
in retaining the original shap.: aud con-
struction of thes: boots, b-cause the sole
dicer, and particularly non-commission +d of-
ficers, will p rsist in having ‘them altered
to suit their id as of fashion, generally
having them refront-d and made so short
that the oot cannot possibly work nature
ally, the to s b ing pressed upon and bent
inwards, and so deform-d into  various
shayos. b sides being predispossd to ntta-ks
of cramp ia (he
soie of tho foot.

o s and nuscles of the

No ankle Loot can b» supplied to a grent
number of m-n without soms defects ; the
best covering for the foot (hat has to
perform & vore wo k is  (hat which covers
it the 1 ast. Foomarchins, rununing, jump-
ing, ete., & boot which coniins the ankle
is o miniake, and most popie agree that
toshos, whon well fitted, is preferable,
fhough the Jeiurer declared it was withe!
out wauch hop: of suce. ss that e put fors,
waed for approval an equipm nt consisting
of 0 #ho> that can b fixad with one fas-
teaing, an ! mad:on a vory plinble pattern.

The advaniaz s he elnimed for o shoo
are—(1) Rapidity of adapadion; (2) choape
ness 5 (B) Hghion ss (1) the case. with whizh
the regim ntal ehoemakers can adapi its
shape to auy peeuliarity of the man's
foot ; (3) mu-h greater ease with which o
epare pair can b: packed and carvied 1 a
maa'a kit ; (6) the case with which it can
be removed on the march, and the foolt



