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THE LAST LETTER.

lY iTIL LTNN.

Who knows when the ut leter cotes,
Iliw tender and toching a sorrowiny hang er tIsecoinitupince words

Thse isostain sihallibring wih hLie iorrow.

A little white fluttering fold.ILt tells nut its terrible story;
nr whispers, 'aeOath rippleos of spoech,
Its paOei in the dor-way of alory.

Wa rend it, ntayha with amsila,
Thun toss il by idly; undronaning

Thait. reenied. we'll senn it nagnin
With ilances throaui hittr raie streaining.

ILs hliaitmaCa wordis of tLedernes thn.
Liko Pohl fram thie maastisshaill le siftedt:

The speech oofur ev'ry dsy life
linto grandeur cnd greantnseis bu lifted.

Ail Irhneistsahilt faid itolf dwn.
As tse cailyx shrinksiunder ti flower,

Ail elnishes vatish and inld.
la the loving regrat' of that hour.

Th last little blisani dropped nut
Frinm the hand on the banik of the river,

Siii t 'll fromti its potaladsirup,
qweet stories forove frin the givor.

[LiorsTrasotvle in accordance with Lhe Copyright Act
of1868.

THE BEAB WITNESS;
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LILLIAN'S PERIL.

BY MBS. LEPEOHON.

A is iNAnLIST VIITS TiE NAT VAI/t.r.

CinI i a long wsite, niglit-robe thait swept.
the floor aruind lier, lier yai stasring on va-

s y, wil i istringe, uniapterai lustre and
ilxediessi in thicr gaze, was fro..9ttkely. Along

ie corridor ise <îadvancei, a lantorn in aane
band, a bunci of keys in the othter.

The lirst ithrill of ntari uver, Mairgaret at
once divietid Ithe trnth, tht the Lioitsekeper

wass in titn suntanbulic itate. Site hadt aiever
lhaard before thnt e wlic oina wus sujecttosuici

Siecialtrity, but isth It Lmigit only have devel-
uiiued iself 0f lite. Whearet'asa shle bent ? Wat,
wasf th, object of lier nocturnal mîiosi-for
isitssiaon sue evidently lad7 Weil, whait did IL
matter ta Msurgaret ? Never wa character more

devold than hers was of Ide eirîoity, nit bshe
saw the womanta passai er door witi alow-miiet-
suredbi astep ald wide-opened eyes, withotut aval
ai thouglt of turning spy on lier unconselous

actions.
Suddenly and distintttly, as if a voie had

wisaNpered t lin her ar, enme the inspiration :
Follow lier I You iny discover tIus soi iclue
to Lillitn'i fate.

Withl LitaIt Itope n view, what would isb net
hlave braved? Ligitly, noiscaiely as a shlndow
hite passed into the passnge and followein th i
inake or the strange, slant figure before lier.

Ber ilrot feeling of vague wonder gnve plaie
to a sentiment of deeper Interest as ithe leeper
turnedi lnthe direction of the eat wing ands un-
locked the door thait estl into IL with one of tahe
keys sa cerried. Lik lilitning llasied then
acrossi Margrets recollction iersaiter's a votred
determination of exploring tits mysterious part
of Tremnine Court. 3fras. Stukely was, per-
nuips, about visiting the hidden treisures, the
secret stores, of whose existence Lillian lad

sacemedi so certain ; yet, what would thait know-
ledge avai 3nrgnret, unles IL afbrdeda somne
cale ta the whereaboutsai bar siter?

An eyrie journey to the girl was tat noctur-
naul exploration of the long uniliabited, long
closed-up ast wiag. From t ime of tser
mother's ladeth, dust and mildew iad setiled
down on it luncicked, and sinc titan no foot.
steps, tao argarets knowledge, bad trodi its
deserted floors. Now,la inthe lonely iudniglit,
she ws followiiing, isb knew nt whither, a
waomaatinwho, terrible as aile was i lier liresent
tuiaintural, stranget sleep, would prove doubly
formidable la lier wnking moments.

At Lint moment nu opening in the ulooring,
where soie bantd hd fallit througi, cauglit
lMirgaret/s eye, anda sie lnvoluntarîlya praing
forwni ta pull bauek ber compauion frotm li
golf, but ere st nlied ime to react lier, lirs.
Stukely had passed the dangerous spot in safety,
lier encousclous steps actnniy skirtig t yawn.
Ing a bys.

Great as was the danger the somnambulist
hald just esaped, liargaret fit that ha sherself
laid been prontied froe aine eqsually imminent.
lied thait cruel, unscrupulous woman beea sud-
denly restored ta conscloausness and found ber
secret movement followed and observIed, would
sie have tesitated at takingther sudden te.
venge, pertaips eurllng ber undesired compansion
linto ties very oponing ber own stops had just so
inarrowly osenpad.

31argaret fait iat she must be more enreful,
aiad shie kept farther la shiiadow, and troi witI
fur greater prcaeution than before. Down,
down they went. Yes,they mut be about visit-
ing the vault of whlb Lillian bad spoken, built
ta reeesivo gold which taid nover been placed ln
il., unlessi, einded, lid Davy'a tale regarding tihe
brass-bountd chest wore-true. The dust, the
damp, the close, choking air tell with stifling
eabat on Margarat's deleate long%, and a euigh,

wich bar uttermost eflbrts could not suppress,
'wok the echoing whispers of Lthe wide, low col-

lors. What a moment of brethlesa terrer that
was ta the girl, but tha rigid figure ln white stll

moved on, thea sotnd had not diaturbed or arons-
edlt.

ALONG THE conRIDOon R AVANcED, A LANTEnN IN ONR IAND, A DUReaH D KsY IN TUn TnRR.

The key wais now npplied ta lie lock, the pon.effctve asailace for repsirlatLitcarringe, lia
derous door Hung back,a nd Mrs. Stukely,psli-tai- i wnaIked btek an fut itlte Park. Nuw sie
ing oi tie tthresihold, held up the LinternunI ns rf Wtsttait tsisIiweubiko srte gls, ta
ta examine the interlor by ils <intmrays. Softiy La e ana oftliaeaiqutetroas MeIStable,

Mnrgaret crept up behindi her and durted tannt tft.andiride oli'at fuilapeesitaoAttasrLcasenrcling gaze within. Her glance fell filst on Park. Tterssina ternative fur lier but ta
the dark chest, thean nt a sligit igure ly ing on a iallaidas;i&cite Lîasgit of Lie loag <IAitauîa
pnllet, <and from tahi long golen hair, sweepilng liatrarset, of tha slirp piniitittacked
like a prectious mautle the fluor and bed, and helita s ad bck sttaltastplyslal fatiguitr
hailf glitmIsse of the pme, perfect profile, sahelitnt, aitaiîiuliaî lier.
knew tit Lillisn, whather ln death or life, was<rhefeffort Lliaegls inulaile gsîiaitiy made

before ier. aventIfsai uiter IL Saedareat t -
Weil ut was for Margaret Tremnine thnt she nser Liseuse ta procure intoit, ma triwing

land been broughit upa lit a schlooi whlis iecessi- lierccill isc aaîdaLier sue st forLit nia
tated rigid self-control. Wel was it for ler tat lier .hynthakiîg (lait ferveatly fiatte faiit
she hndt cquired the valiuable gift of checking nlglit Liit ettil ie r La avild fia
or resatrailnig Impulses, and governing teu by Lrcseiueouahalst aniry'pudlesîiit sa
prudence; or, inithat suprene moaent sitshîsly'beeet li'rpaLa. Ai, atLfuî'lasi sie
migit, by tiautgtlestis net or cry, have nroused wssiked wiier briathsbîasît Lvente qulIk
that terrible aleeper, and senied lier own andadishort, lier seai La suuaekeas, ndsiLasow etf
her sister's fate. fatigueadphy'deainta beisa lier fors'ient.

Site feit that, alone, unaided. shes, could do to- MLIII, sie regoltstely kept. ast lier ii t ier
Ltinlg towirds resseting thnt beloved sufl'rer.aireigLl. waaislild fniiitg, andifrontlier lassrt

Sht muit returs for heit, antd reist the pas.int uap ait ngoizeiicrytat tue <luI lt sel 1
sonntie, sualmost Irresisilblo feeling tait promîpted faîLilr>lova site goafîlly trustait vututama ta i
lier to sprintr fownrdi and clasp the mottassio lieerbesi.
farma tu lier heart. A mantant arar, as If la direct atsier ta lier

I Deade at l]ast I" ejneulated the housekeeper, petition, a carL cama ruittbiigup tts rond, tiat
lin a lhollow tone. «-Woli, shie must lie there. of atfair fronttaeneîgiborioilaîxlous a
This la myto st visit to theconst vault, and arac tret ln lroinley markett 'ati ls vegetaible

ttiree days I must ba miles aiway from It andmtres.
Tremainlae CourL."IForte lova af oei g am place beride

Alargart shtratik back tata the shsadow of otnaeyeus?" pieaied lis Trenaine, massage
of the massive stona pira tat tsupportei thelé; oneof lufe anti seath 1t,
roof of the cellnr, na the woman. after lockhig The ueaakelown on tiat silgît tfmate
the door, slowly proceeded ta retrace lier ateps. figure, standingtra aioae and barc-ltended ln

Quivering with agitation, failnt, trembling,techut niglit ar, oni LItdeserteil road, ai
3iargaret followved, rovolving ail the whitle the hteatswereit itîa suîaug 0f lisuiauailers:
besat menas of bringing lier sister sure and 4aeliIsais, If wtfa or daits werorwtth
speedy nd. Once they iad left the eat wing mc, maybe they waudnt lot me Bay yen; but
the girl pausied, ailowing Irs. it.ukely ta ascend as I'm clone, ItI doatilter of us burn ta giro
ta the upper roomes nione, and Stastoned La theyou a lin, feaiacuit soraiy titrotabte."
kitchen. There, saitcinig up the cloak, which Scarcol>' bedlng tisaimilating aiAPIClOats
by this time was neartly dry, shie threin ILover sa pîcinly eaprossie taln tae wanas juttpro-
ber aitIders, and unbolting the door, stolaenounff<, Margaret, ittaefarmer's it got
noiselessly forth. Site mide lier wny without intotaeveisîe,,aMt, turnluîg ier pale,
difficulty te the stables, Intending ta send the agItatci fae tamaris bit. urgedt
mai off at once on horse-back toAtherton Park IDriva ais sitkly as youtcaasLaaAttot
with nn urgentand sgnificant messagedemanid- Park, ans you wil bo velu repali."
intg Colonel Atherton's immediate presence at Sounethlng ln ier raansimatuer con-
Tremnine Court.vîncedtaemontat bis compan tt ai n-

Arrived et the stable door she antered, and oWoman; boslduitaevory tama af Atltertan
onlied ategin and ngaîn in a olear, audibl one, was In itsoif a peispart ta rospoot; sa0aodding
thoughwithout evoking any answer. Perbaps is bead ln tokan of complianco, lia ippet
disgusted with the Limited naturo of Mrs. up bis hore, cattag ta titwinsisambitiaus

tekoly' boaptlalty; or, deasirous of proating desigve biag fIrtatt riLing ta norang.h

No sous was sutirrin auanittie estabilihlimeat
wlhtn Mairgasret rs.nehod li eiî.r isieaethstionsa, uain
iulighted it the front entrtisce, afLr iniieing lia
ier comiansionsi lian nii rewitard iwitseiisgenerous

atunîlst filled1 h1t iLlaat minglid srprise aind
astonillisment. Alaturried unti riteratei sum.ta-

msosai st, length ibrougit the lisaliy aporter to the
door, buit the aIggrievedi aenwl an listficaeehIunLtged
ta sa look of bewîilderient 'wh hilis glaiurest-

ed on M4rgrL.
- Mis Treainalte !" le gatnsid.
"Yes, aur carriage mtrat with i ainccident;

baiL pluae in nsîita» aai tLeil (OnlniaeALlertîaa I
wsah1 to see ha as se'edlily ns jaussaable. QuIck,

John,'my mesange liu one of overwelmsiing it-
Iportansace."

Whilst the porter, with usi nuicti speed tas lie
dcemed inmpatible wIth lits ligist.y anli phyi-

cnt sute, fulfilled his mission, Nitgart, hiaistenedil
co her rooimiaito proutare la liat asai tveit, and ai

momnient aifter alt lehith re-dscendel o ta heil
Colonel Athertonind' litaihisqippenninee. Witi
sun enger, niorluasi ilok on hIis dark face, has

sezed lier tir, hanis, and drawing hler lut the
eibrasure of a wiidow, bîrultllessly said :

i bltirganrot, Yeu Satve lii iportaniit news t i ie
IL in your face,

i Ye, I haive falound her."
ly od t Where ?"

"In tie vault unter Lte utnialitedivng of
Tremaino Court; but itrry, for t do t, tknow

whether my durlinsg Ltllint be living or dead."

CHAITI'ICR XX.

FOILAI AT EV.nY PorNT.

Wittout losing valuableL ime lit exclama-
tinsîs, an soummoning serviuints, lia hurrid te tthe
stables, iarnsi ed the swiftesNtL isie they con-
tained to the lighit dog-canrL i otten used, and
thon saying, siQuick, Margaret I" utgit her
up lightly and pinced her n the sent. Spring-
ing ln, ha gothored the reins, and they t ot arnt
a paca tat, under other clærimstaees, woiuld
have called forth frightened remonitranesi
from lais computnion. Now, however, sho
seemed insensible ta fear, and as they tore
along the uineven road ie rapidly recouited
ier terrible adventur of the previous itglit.

Colonel Athrtna's passionate tndignatiao iwas
aimnot beyond control, whilst the iarrowing
fear pursuing him lest lie should arrive teo laite
to save that young lifa that nIrcndy h soecretiy
yearned to entwine for over with bis ownt, was

lalmost maddening ln its intenaity.

After Maitrgaret had finilshd her taie, ailnese
fel 0n ,themto rbet, aond tiiht clntter of the icsrse.'i

hsiofs aind roll of whnisasa lnts broke tiste sutil.
nlest.s . Hassa lti tline-itinid far.cia unstd pnintet
iiltii if 'Trmiiiiaiiin Court casse lin view, sharply

obutlinid ngninsitit Lie. brigiteinttig sHky ni' farly
ioerinsg. afnitd Aiherinia urednthoit 11,4hiarso t

freshii e.xe'ritiosi, tilt li thedl ia fonii ainl quiver-
Iing lin every litisiim h reined iL i be flrt, i

w Loke moîgli's','aarho î'lrt•le ,ssly repelint hsain
aver.

" it in by tLian kit n," whispre'.lie r-
gareslt ait- li lfit lt ier stut. " e.% miesuy o hteiarwise

iavei to witit n iaidrnl tim ber. &osur
silaiunisi tsi''net with nlta si$wer."

All witill nil sletw ittitn. 'Tic-eascet
ths prcing aIiL'ti firo stilin aiottha In the
klihlien liarih.

"e ring li raisilgi. t arguret, toi ltss woss-
mmau'srsoiom," aidite clneula ini ir'w, sdiesk.

Mileatlyt it! girl lie Liwnyas, î, as tIlsr•nse-c elle[
tirsughs rsitna aînd aicorridoir, LIII they sie.ppe

beifsre a thLe' ap:brLtunat nietplesly t.s hasl
k per, al. Lise dosor f wseh A ivrtikn liikiiit

sloudly uan iisrsamintiv . ILx s oa .r, wh. 1:1ta
risit. hlaer tilestal iarlyhuur, iittaly unsusatl lier snint.n rinai i wnsniriaîisnrs t. Lthîrw humeclh

iser, ninlal, r'ndslyv tress1l, cnfrtsl tlvisa',.its
wil h an ing i, enquIriing Ik.

Thei hlnhios of kitieni horvantlona asndr atiieks la'-
DlsIçliuttnetausiryi.l'nsiloneali Athe'rtn alar:issii'
lr:rLt serv-i n. airat, rve'le'st la.in a in

ae guek glina, wialli ls dirtî-'in t h liasntaI-
tleriaar csf thst aartmnt., I Lhit ' f ki-yiaat.

-wiaa o~ tihetia, desc itri ii btiy lala a
ati.hose wiith wi %vsîît Liea lith iitas'kiceeper uelasaI snisal s.d

ile dool fars if Lt,e easat, riig t.he tilgi tpei'vio(u.
l·'nlinIg IL. wasi notn tul Lo isatea La sr

sof is*lieiac!y, lait aibrulLyI isitlædt lasti 31rasil.
Stiklely al ainaitched Lieta tala lafrom ia ItlI.'

ww.r. thy lay.
. Nows, wntatla," ha ailm , sti tzing hi'er nrai

wvl iti t rons graîs, "Iendi n ait, iase ta)i ethe
vatiL wher Lillinn Tremuniaa its cilntte, sîr yni

will iti givn ' over imsisaiteinltely to Lis, laitsl olf
.inuelie. I hl i s kyis, ainai teis wny islradl

kaisnwi. Inr %,aiu wero followed during yousr sul-i aiutmbaille risai mbleis list ntîgit."
Tie puzzle Liait hnd worried Mrs. Stikly

Ince lar awnkvasl, Lisait maorning nai to hnw tri
kI'y3s of Lihe st wlWing, wihlehlî ,ils t iai spt
awny with suil cure, eianme in liIyin u n thiLie

taili blisi hesr heti, wantsslv aiL liamt, niel ii
a nasituer enleintdla to jiulltify Lias wiillti'.. nalit
lisastnitrining rainnclesi thaia)al h ibeaa ileged hr.

A giieaiat tait stern dltark fanee Ltait acont-
frinitei lar wlilspieredi resisitiia nwonli srv

sf lit.ti l V il, be iu s a antiLalen insit i ,
v'aguli'iy imtt itng hops aa snti a i. ilire!-
isvenaeitetlf ti htuer keon, aeliemiiiing ibrain aner

hla- imtiperlrtioly retoArLt:
c it-mittnvi youir rough diiIer grap nil' ai

aaid t 1willt dc) whl, you asak, t.iait aso muiî'h tea
serve your purlw'a linia to aiwer iy own."

'takiatrg t éssahilriai freoni as kimet lin th rsia,
sia swelal to ast thei, andait, witiiit. furither i''l

ar rnmtestrne, st ati Liaie wnay hia laihr
thretinei Lie iigl irreviously, weniis issllo
bay the treibling Margarit. suporti Litai
botter witi Lihnender rjass orala nbi, t 'slane'
Athescri.îi ifsoliowed beinistl, assi rLie diiangiron'

n i nila taliseyes told iet, wniluid lhn ai li-judaigiiar
iltiing ntt Mrs. Mtuklya pntr, io assek ina siay
tanliner t dLeiciverl hait. Ilowever, se eliai tsuaciIntentinn, an without. pstaie str eitaiition,
sHe led tLe nitratigit, to iti nVaait, now Liae

centre eao nnaty nahintrg fenra and trem'abling

Maargnret entered lirt, ansi wltls ecitrage
rare ti one of hler frail héaith tit and rgaiilznstioin,
aîlvinneed nt ocest ta Liti iliglit ligure thnt Iay
prostriate nnal tnîtiniiassi on ILs low pullat.

c Lillian, sny darl inag,'i she wlhtiipered, tbond-
ing dclown oand kisasing the pae, enli li, hLisat
mnained fortia oa response ta lier angtiiuisl up-

De 0, Colonel Atherton,t" andi se turnei ts
lai witlh an look of pitifil suppliation ; '.hila
doesan tseem La h rou or aie m. tk, you try?I eseaem hereft a aIt onco of hope or cnturnge."i

Ais tenuer in lits Netrengthi ais Margairet wis lin
ier wenkttnii lie gently rnistied Ltat, n tlessii

iad withL its long voil ni slkebn hair, lt tsudt-
ienly lie lntd IL downli gain, ans, wtit a lbrief,

iaiisNlantep exfnmitin, aiprang townrlsa tise
déaor astLiain vait, Never hai is Imilitary

c'enntreis ent ipromptitude, ailrndy ilaie tii,
aistrxl Nevill Atthertona ina acla good sDétctnr be-
fier;, fier Mrs. tuknly, acting on tie evîl stggisi-
tison ithtt liadiI prseited itsellf it th firit atn-
siule of lier interview wih lier present coi-

pailions, ai ldarted out of the vault ni was it
the et of closing and locking It when detected
by the Colonel.

int shai lbat succeedtet lit ier object, Lth r-
miisng ismtory o Lite liveoaiaf thise witiiin
wouiil inve bent equally brief and m ourifiil,

frr niretndy lin thought sho hal resolved nitnm-
mediate filgit, Icaving her victims to thir faite,
wistla woili hnve laon dentis from sitarvastini,
for tasy, woks, would probably have eliipsed
iefore thtey would hava bean dtiscovered In tajet
aitrainge lding place, if, Indeed. they should
evr have bean traiced there.

IL needed all Colonel Athertoi's strength ta
force back thait nearly-closed door, but lie at
length succeeded, and clutching theit wonan by
the ttirnt, lie pulled tae keyas froi lier graisp,
and hluarled ier from him wilth a force tiant saont
lier reeling henvily agniansit the stone watt of
the cellair, feeling, as h dlid so, that thera woro

clrciuîsnnesIn t wlaleh murder might almost
seeamincritorous.

Putting the keays seauraly I his breansi, and
draîwintg forth at the ainsma ima a amalit flaik,
lie fruitessly aidaavoured to introduo a few
drois of te strong stimulant Il contained ba-
tween Litîlansî tightly-clenched toeth. Soeing
lits eilrts proved unseeessful, ha cauglt up
her uneonsclas forai n his arms, saying:

I Margaret, take the lantern and lead Lthe way
up stair. Wo will bave more chance of r-
atoring hr t UIa thora than ln this sttfling
vault."1

ffli è~r,~
"i.

. . - dr , - N:. -l. r f
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