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of a fundaniental, or intensive kind," " calculated to 'teacli the
trickç,' or perbaps better to exhibit au instructor in the art of doing
it," and on the other hand, the desire of the wearied practitioner
to get into something " easy," this country is threatened wvith be-
coming burdened by a load of ill-trained speciaiists.

Believing, that, in the words of Oliver Wendell Ilmes, " fear
of open discussion implies. feebleness of inward conviction, and
great sensitiveness to the expression of individual opinion is a
mark of weakness," and disclaiming ail intention to offend, I
invite your attention and forbearance.

A speciaiist lias been defined as " one who knows as muchi
about ail parts of his subject as any, and more about one part of
it than any other," but I would paraphrase this definition and
bring ont its meaning more fully. A speciaiist is one who, cf ter
coml)leting the usual tune of niiedical stiîdy, and obtaining lus
degree, pursues a furtiier course of instruction over a number of
years, un some limited fild, and abandoning the practice of cverv
other brandi of medicinc, confines bimself solely to that brancb
in which hie hias thus become qualified to speak with autbority.
No one bias a riglit to pose as a specialist who bas not proved lis
titie to do so by sncb a prolonged course of special study, and let
me remind«you that the car(is whicbi some Qf our number permit
to appear in the advertising columns of the newspapers, reading
somewbat as follows: " Dr.-, Phys. & Surgeon, Graduate of
the - Universit ' y Licentiate of the Pollege of Physicians
,and Surgeons of Ontario (as if lie could practice at ail witbout
this)., Special attention given to T)iscases of the Eye, Ear, Nose
,and Tbroat," are strictly unethical, according to the code of this
Association, and in my persona] opinion, beneatlî contempt.

Tbe backbone of oiur profession is tbe general practitioner. As
Osier writes, " Tbere neyer was a time in our bistorýy in wbicb
bie was so prosperous, so ranch in evidence, in wbicb bis prospects
were so good or bis power in the community sô potent. He still
does the work, tbat great mass of routine practice whicb bringys
the doctor into, every bousebold in the land, and makes bim, not
alone-the adviser, but the valued friend. lie is the standard by
wbicb we are ail measured. Wbat bie is, we are; and tbe estimate
of tbe profession in the eyes of the public is tbeir estimate of
hini. A weil-trained sensible doctor is one of the most valuable
assets in a community, worth. to-day, as in Ilomer's time, many
another man. Te make himi efficient is our bigbest ambition as
teachers, to save bim frora evil should be our constant care as a
guild.",


