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DAVITT'S ADDRESS!

»The Land for the People.”

.

B A STARTLING ARRAY OF FACTS
AND FIGURES.

A Powerful Arrajgnment of the Land
system by the Founder of the League
Before the “ Land Refornr
Union ” ef England,

Special Correspondence to Tre Poer and Tavs
' WITNE3S,

| The following 18 the text of {he paper upon
u),snd for the People,” which our correspon.
dent, Michael Davitt, read before the im,
mense meetiog of English Land Beformeral
which was held in Bt. James’ Hall, London,
on the 30th of October. That great demon-
stzation is not unlikely to become the Irigh-
town of the Epgiish land agitation whioch
msy shake the power of England's aris

tocracy.]

The Land Reform Unlon is to be already
congratulated on the success which has at-
tended its efforts., Its mission is undertaken
st an auspicions moment. The questlon of
gocial legislation 18 the queatlon of the hour,
and the leader of the party of hereditary ot-
giruction hae, with great credit to himself,
pointed with courageous hand to the poverty
of the masses, and has thereby opened up
vithin the domaln of practioal politice an in-
quiry Into the causes of such wretched-
pess. We are asgembled here to-night
fr npo psarty or polltical purpose. In
ponsenting to address this meeting, on the in.
titation of the Land Beform Union, I aban-
don no particle of my principles as an Irish
Natlonalist, Neither the Land Reform
Union or tnis meeting 18 in any way com-
pitted to my views on Ireland’s right to
rell-government. As Engllshmen you are
prond of your couatry and 1ts greatness. I
am proud of mine also, poor, small and ie.
#igpificant a8 It may be in comparison with
yours, because 1t no! only has a record of
conturies’ struggle for liberty, but 1t 18 free
from any 5in against

The Rights aud Liberties

of every other people. And, now, Bir, to the
subject with which the resolution deals that
has been read to the meetlog, There are
three points to be coneidered In the advocacy
of remedisl lsgislatior,—tke old law, the
mischiet or icjustice which it occaslong, and
the remedy. I will deal in this order with
the subjsct ot the evering. In Epgland and
Walss 4,500 people own 17,600,000 acres of
laud; in Scotiend, 1,700 own 17,000,000 in
Ireland, 1,042 own 12.000,000, thabd Is 8,142
8 odividusls hold as theicy, within these three
countrles, 46,500,600 gor:r of land. “To glve
o clesror idea of this etupcnccous menapoiy of
the corth’s eurfdce, the estatss o thoss S,143
lapdlords amount to over 9,000,000 wore
f acres than the entire area or exfsent oi knu-
3 lond and Wales put togetber; or to 6,000,000
B over double ihe cize of Iceland, or 8,000,000
Bl over twice the extent of Bcotland, Assaming
that this land brings in fifteen sbillingse per
tcre per annum, which I8 on under estimate,
j thls small group of persons recelve, in round
tiguree, an Income of £35,000,000 a year, I
o need scarcely add, without doing any work
vhatever for it ; Let us, now, take one hun-
dred persons from the clty ground.rent

Landlexd Qlass

In England, Scotland and Ireland, such a3 the
Dukes of Westminister, Portland, and Bed-
ford, Marquises Camden Bslisbury and
Northampton, ond Viscount Portmsp, Lord
berby in Liverpool, Lord Pembroke.in Dub-
ln and such Iike, and put down thelr in-
comes at £100,000, which will not be above
the average, whon we know that one of these
Individuals recelves nearly a million per
snpum, and this will give a yearly revenue
of £10,000,000 to the 'one handred ground
rnt landlords ; and this added to the pre-
| vlous total wiil represent the sum of £45,.
N 000,000 taken annually;by 8,242 pecple
it of the entire wealth whion
M the Industry and enterprise of these
three countrles produce every year—
fsmember, a number of people which could
almost be accommodated with seats at thls
meeting. Now before showing what could
be done with this enormous annual revenus,
which 1s a tax levied by a class upon the

hOUBBB. wesavesees 5,000
20 Orphan Asyloms..., 50,000 ©
* - 10 Asylums for the Blind 50,000 ©
10 Asylums for the deaf
and dumb ....e000 50,000 «
20 Opthalmic Hospltials, 50,000 «
50 Lylog-in  Hospltals
for the Poor....... 10,000 © .
20 Publio Hospitals.... 50,000 #
20 Fever Hospltala..... 50,000 st
20 Hospltals for con-
sumption..ccveaee 50,000 =«
100 Floating Hosplials for
8allorB....cvunenne 10,0600 =
30 Convalescent Hoe-
DPHAIS «icvevarane 50,000 ©
20 Bea-Bathlng Infirm.
21+ T 50,000 «
20 Penltentiaries for fe-
MAEB veuvvennsess 50,000 ¢
50 Temporary Refoges
for discharged pris-
OO vovevovstore 10,000 «
500 Soup Kitchens for the
POOY ccvvaavnnncns 2,000 «
1,000 Life Boats .....e.00 500 ¢
1,000 Fishlng Boats for
poor fishermen.... 500 #
1,000 Sets of Fishing Nets
for game,..c..cc0 500 ¢
25,000 Enfeebled working-
men as pensions ., 40 ¢

1,000,000 sores of waate land purchased and
rec.almed ot a cost of £13 per acre,
10,000 cottages erected thereon with ten
acres each (tho land g0 reclaimed be-
sldes producing and cheapening food if
let by theBiate at £1 per acre would
yleld the pation an annual rental of
£1,000,000).
All this msgnificently beneficial work for
the public good wouild just cost the sum of
£50,000,000, or one and a half yes1's revenus
now recelved by the 8,242 landlorde, for
which they return no benefit to the Btate.
¥or the remalning half of the three years
income of this group of persons—namely,
50 millions more—250,000 artlsans' dwel-
lings counld be bullt at & ocost of £200 each,
whers the slums and dens of city life are
now gending forth the bitter ory of the
wronged and neglected poor of London,
Mangchester, Dablin, Liverpool, Glasgow and
other such places. Now, just pause for a
moment and conslder the mountain of misery
which this work would obliterate—the dis-
content which it would sallay—the moral
good it wounld accomplish, and the labor
which it would provide for thousands who
are leaving England for want of employ-
ment; and in remembering this don t forget
that the
Sum of Thirty Xillions
has been allowed for the support of the 8,242
landlords while thelr revenues are accome.
plishing this transformation o the sooial life
of the community. In this caloulation I have
not taxed more than one-fourth of the reve-
nues which are derived from the possession
of the nation’a property by a small privileged
class, who toil pot nelther do they s&pip, bat
who claim property which I8 wortk more
than 3,000 mililon pounds, and yet the enor-
mous amount of good that oould be effected
with & portion of the income from that prop-
erty hns doubdtless startled you as it did me,
when I firgt reallzed it. But what couid not
bs done to minimise the physical evils of sc-
~lety, poverty and mlsery, if all land revenues
were appropriated for the benefit of the na.
ttoo as was tho case before the institution of
lsndlordism. 'L'his, of course, will be de-
ncunced a8 Boclallam and confiscation ; but
the calling of names will be

A Poor Argument

for those whose Iawa of monopoly and fabul-
ous fortunes sre directly the cause to which
the exiating eea of human misery in London
and other oitlez can bs treced for origin and
fountain head. It is not only In sppropriat-
ing the unearned Increment of the land in
country and town, but in the manner in
which the terute of land In these three
countries 18 held by the lanclords, and the
way In which they have succeeded in placing
upon the shoulders of the Industrlal com-
munity the burden of taxation which tbe
land had to bear, formerly, that tbe megunl-
tude of the wrong whioh 15 done to the na-
tion by the landlord system can be fally ap-
preciated, If the land of lngland were
onltivated with the same industry, skill, and
geonrity as that of the Island of Jersey, there
would be sufficlent food ralsed in this coun-
try, not only to feed its present inbabitants,
bt what would suftice for fifty millfons mose
“of people as well ; yot

The Sum of £10¢.000,080

has to be sent out of England every year for
the purchase of sufficlent food to make up the
deficlency In the existing production, so a8
to keep your people alive. This sum of
money, if expsnded in food-produclog labor

libor and enterprise of the whole community,
It us get aside the sum of £10,000,00 A year
ot of it for the maintenance of these 8,242
N people. This willreduce it to £35,000,000,
Well, in three yeara time, after paying these
pensioners the liberal sum of £30,000,000,1in
(tderthat they shounld suffer no hardahipa or
bave tostoop to the mecessity to work, the
following undertakings counld de provided for
out of the resldue of the Incomes from thelr
eatates :
6 Natlonal Gallerles for
the Fine Arts at. ..
50 Technlcal Sohools of )
Instruotion, with
goholarehips and
prizes for poor chil- }

£500,000 each.

en. I XX AR NN NN .'
60 Bohools of Agrioul-| 50000
ture @ltto..ece v
20 Reformatory 8ohools, 80,000 ¢
200 Pablio playgrounds _
and asfums .. 5,000 ©
200 Public parks of 500
aores at £50 peracre 25,000
200 Mechanics’ Institutes. 5,000 ©
200 Publie Librexies.... 5,000
500 Workingmen's clubs
and hallB,cecssoes 2,000 ) "

200 Rublic bathe and wash

in England, would render bard times an al-

moét imposslible occurrence. Just now there

are eftorts belng made, here In London, to get

worklogmen out of employment to emigrate

to Oanada or elsewhers. We are famillar

with such schemes In freland, and dislike

them, beeause they are agsooiated with a poll-
oy which alme at expatriating our race.
Here, in Fingland, there may be higher mo.
tives at work, but 1 confess it looks supreme-
ly absurd to gend men out of their own
country to earn food, which they are prevent-
ed from doing in England, by sheeta of paroh-
ment., At this moment thereare lylng with-
in the shores of England, in landlords' parks,
ghooting grounds, game preserved, cOMmMOn«
age and waste lande, more acres than com-
prise the whole extent of the kingdom of
Belgium,. This Immensge quantity of Iand
subserves o

Ho ¥ood-producing Parpose

for the people of England, while a less quan-
ity situated within ten hourd journey of Lon-
don not only maintains near six mlillions of
Belgians in a most prosperous and contented
oondition, but helpe, by exports to this coun-
try, to support the citizsus of London as well.
Delenda est Carthago, 'Why cannot migration

jnstice 18 dne to bim or they may find that

J

stead of smigration to the far-off Iands beyond
the Bt. Lawrence? Why? Because land
monopoly stands in the way, and a class laya
clalm to the absolute ownership of the lands
of these countrles., They say this land s
thelrs and that 1t shall minlster to thelr
privileged idleness and not to the wants of
the whole people; and therefore while more
of it les idle than makes up the acreage of
the Kingdom of Belglum, Eaglish landlord-
Ism tells the tens of thoasands ot unemployed
men In Enpgland, who may have labored for
yoars In the production of its wealth and in
the bullding up of its commerclal greatnees
and power, to be off out of their fatherland, or

Starvation and the Workhouse

will be their lot. The apologists of the mon.
opoly system in the press wiil tell you, such
are the decrees of the laws of political econ-
omy. While your children are crylbg for
food which lawyers' parchment will not per-
mit you to dig for them out of the soll of
England, you are comforted with the dog-
matic agsurance, that such Is the result of
the 1aw of “Bupply snd Demand”—a law
with ths operation of which we are very fa-
miliar in Ireland. Like every other law, It
worked for one class. The «“demand” for
rent was always fo'lowed by ¢ supply,” untll
it ocourred to the farmera that the law of de-
mand was a game which two counld play at,
and a supply of a little reduction soon fol-
lowed. If this law of supply and demand
worke one way for the Iandlord and capital-
ist, and in the opposite manner for the farm-
er, laborer, artizanand mechanic, it 18 all
right, because political economy says E0.
But somehow or other it I8 beglnning to be
felt that those who supply all the work, and
risk and haerdship in the production of
wealith, have olalins wupon its enjoyment,
which must be allowed, a8

Reason, Equity and Common Sense

deolares that they are unjustly if not fran-
dulently deprived of a falr shars of what
could not be produced without them. The
only economlic use ot the proletant, according
to somewriters, 18 to provide riches and luxury
for the superior claes of mortals, sapply
data for the support of the malthusian theory
of population and to occasionally become
the object of arlstooratic pity and charlty,
This 1a the feeling which a cold-blooded and
un-Ohristian philosophy engenders in the
minds of people who are notiv themselves
elther lnhuman or cruel, but who are bred in
an atmosphere of a false and perverted
morality in which luxury and ldienesa are
the qualifioations for social distinction, and
in astate ot soolety in which the brazen
image of property 1s worshlpped and preached
morp than 1s the God of

Justice and Truth.

Bat the proletarlan Sampson i beginning
to diecover that he has intelligence as well as
brute qualities, and it will be well for the
1andlord and capltalist philistines to recog-
nise, as Lord Salistury does, in time, that

the templo of vested interest willi not much
longer protest their unjust hoardinas from his
handa. That far-seeing iand reformer and
just-mindod author of ¢ Fres 'Trade ia Land,”
Mr, Kaye, has well and truly enid: «The
u clagres who are deprived of tha natural
% mesns of improving thelr sccial condition,
a«wili rise morse and more fiercely
« ggainst the obstacles which beset ihem
tthe more clearly they percelve these obata-
ucles. If It 19 mecessary or expedient that
« the present landed system should be contl.
« nued, it would be wiser to get rid of every
ugchoo!l in the country. To give the people
« {ntelligence aad yat to tle their hands 18
« more dangerous than to give fire to a mad-
sman.” Thangs to your public schools and
to the writings of Mill, Henry George,
Ruskip, Blackle, Ruseell Wallace, aud others,
the people ars rapidly learnlng how thelr
hands osn be untled, and when the lesson is
brought home to them by anything llke
famine or distress, such as we are acoustomed
to in Ireland, )

Lapd Monopoly

wiil go In this country to where the Com
Laws and the Rotten Boroughsare reposing,
in the qulet shades of oblivion. Nor 1s kt
the masses, excluslvely, that are wronged by
the existing land system. Professor Blackle
in his evidence before the Orofter Commission
the other day dealt with the question of clear-
encen oft the 1and in the Highlands as follows :
i All this hes been done In perfect acoord-
« ance with English lawe, which glve all
« power to the atrong, and no proteotlon to the
« weak members of soclety. It was not oaly
« the honest oroftera that must thus retreat
«pefore the omnipotent Nimrods of thege
« gporting preserves. Thelr purple fens and
« green winding glens that were onoe as free
¢ to the foot of the pedestrlan as the breeze
uthat blows over them,wer8 pow fenced round
« with iron’ 1alls, and guarded by jealous
« game keepers, Not a botanist can pick up
« g forn, mor a geologist split a rook, nor an
« artist eketch a cascade, mor a rthymer spin
« g yerge, nor a traveller in search of health
W whilf the mountaln breezes for (ear—the
« gacred fear of disturbing the deer—~and cur-
« tafling the sport of some 1dle young gen.
st {lemen, And all this in an age when the
« tide of democracy is ndvancing n!l round at
« g rapld pace, and requires no additional mo-
« mentum from artificial righte, which plant
u the self-indulgent pleasures of the fow in
« ¢ireot antagonism to the best Interests of
&t the maes of thelpopulation,” The wrong
of seizing possessfon of

The Nation’s Land

1s bad enough in 1{s way, but the manner in
which the Iandlorda have succeeded In repu-
diating mostly all the public obligations
which were aftached to 1ts possession is
worse still, They own property in land
worth. jrom three to five thousand milllon
pounda. Itsapnual valuation for the three
kingdoms ig about 108 millions, and the
taxes that are pald by the ownersof this
wealth amount only to about four and a half
millions a year. This is property, bear In

the creation of monopoly, The annual
valuation of house property, which is ths
creation of Iabor and ocapital, 18 abont 83
milions—deduoting ground rent—and the
taxes levied upon this are close upon 20 mil-
lions yeary, 14 millions of which are paid by
the occuplers, at least. Occoplers of land
psy nine millions a year In rates which s
generally credited to the land; bot It 18 in
reality a tax nupon the farmer’s industcy and
not upon the property of the landlord, and Is
over and above the rent-tax which the owner
extracts from the labor and capftal of the
occupler,

Khe Total Annual Taxation

upon 1indusiry may be pat down at 30
milllons, while the total upen the four thou-
sand millions worth of property belonging to
landlordlsm {s less than one sixth of that
which industry has {o pay upon what 1t
oreates. The way in which the English
arlstocracy have succeedod m shiiting the
burden of taxatlon f{rom tbeir own to the
people's shoulders is well known, but strange
to fay, the English publio sesm to bs Indii-
ferent to the frand perpetrated, and its cor-
sequences, The landlord parliament of 1692
agreed to s land tax of four shillings In t:ce
poutd in licu of the services which the lsnd
lorde had to render to the State for the po:-
gesslon of its national property, the laud. Al
the wara to which England was engaged f:om
the conguest down to the period ot Ohsrles
the 2nd, were pald for out of the land, with-
oul any national debt belng contractvd. The
wars slnce tLo», which were a!ll undertakon
by landlerd . 'vernments and parliaments,
should also have :c3n pald for from a slm'lar
gource, but the lm<z.:*y of the na‘ion 1:
taxed

Twenty-oight Milllons

every year for the payment of interest upon
this monstrous and immoral national debt,
which the !andlords have repudiated after
creating. In the reign of Gaorge the Third,
the land tax of four shillings in the pound
wat made permanent upon the then valus-
tion, to the result that the owners of land
only pay about £800,000 land tax now, where,
{t the tax wss levied npon the prezent valua-
tlon, they would be required to pay over
£20,000,000 a year, The sum of money of
which they have defrauded the nation by this
trick of legisiation would pay their nationsl
debt twice over. Plots of land in Londen,
Liverpool, Manchester and other centras of
industrial life, to which an extraordinery
value has been given by the aggregation ol
population, pay little or no more land tax
now then when their annual value wag a few
poungs per acral

Ths Valne of This Land

s now fabulous. Perches of {t constitute a
fortune, and ‘this has resulted entirsly trom
the pursuits and necesslties of the commu-
nity. and In no fractional part from the action
of the landlord. When the ownera of land,
8ay here In the heart of London, recelvo elght
or nine hundred thourand pounds a year
groond rent, what does 1t really mean? It
means that tho food, clothes, {nrafture, Iux-
urier, and all that la npecessary for
the wents of eocial lifo that fs pur-
chased by the commnnity in the shops, stores,
warehouses sud emporiums that stand upon
this ground —whioch formeriy Lelonged to the
nation, which was created for the benefit of
all, but which somekow or other has got into
poeseseion of a few familler,—are taxsd to
thig extent, not to the benefit ot the denlers,

olalm tbe land as thelr property. Thisis

Honopoly with a Vongeance.
The Marquis of Salisbury thinks the Govern-
ment should advance loans for the bullding
of better houses for the outcast poor of the
East End. Ho makes no suggestlon how the
mouey will be ralsed, I will lend him one!
Liet the land upon which London 18 bullt be
re-valued. Let tho land fax of four shillings
in the pound, agreed to in 1692, be 1mposed
upon that valuation instead of the one which
was made when George the 1II, was King,
and enough money wlil be forthcoming in a
few years to rebulld half of London. This
will not tax the generosity of London Pea-
bodys to do what justice and bumanity de-
mands for the poor whom monopoly robs of
their earninge, it will ouly tax the natlon'a
property for the good ot the peopls instead
of having it taxed, as yow, for the luxurious
fdleness of a.class, Buf this 18 not the only
anomoly In your ’
Laudlord-Parliament Scheme of Tax-
atfon,
1t has been lald down by Sir Charles Ditke—
of course not sinoce the « Beattar brain”’ epoch
of cabinet aspiriog Radloale—that, ¢ a cer-
« tain mimimum of income, sufficlent to pro-
« yide Lihe necessarles of life for a moderately
« numerous famlly, should not be heavily
o taxed but only the surplus beyond this.
« Suppose the minlmam to bsto bs £50 s
«year for each family, supposlag {he
twworkmen fo be five mllllons of
« familfes, this wonld give 250 mlillions for
u necessaries, But thelr whole Income Is
« computed at 325 millions, leaving only 75
« milltong for superfinlties, and on thla 76
s milijons 30 millions of taxes are raised.
# The tich are 2 millions of families, which
« give 100 mtllions for neccasaries, bat they
¢ have 500 milliona of income leaving 400
« millions to bs tax#d, which bears llttle
« more than 50 millions of taxes.” Agsum-
« ing that Bir Charles Dilke’s figurea were-
right and applying the aame principle of tax-
ation to the
Surplus Wants of the ERich,
a8 15 applied to the shilliugs over a peund a
week which the workingman earns, the resnlt
wounld be nearly 200 millions In taxes, instead
of the B50; actually levied upon the Iuxurles
of one class,

I have endeavored to trace the prinocipal
evils of land monopoly, go far, as they are
manifest in the enormous accumulation of
wealth in the hands of a few ; In the vicloua
tenure of land which prevents it from pro-
duclng more food for the people ; in the

but for the profit of the few Individusls who | the Roman Catholic Charch, and formeriy a

of liberating the poor, opproassed, robbed and
down-trodden slaves——puch they were—from

LUTHER'S LIEE.

A Ge_rman Critic Finds in it Much
that Was Faulty and Un-
lovely.

A Theological Despot Whoese Sympathies
Were all Against the Poor.

[From the Chicago Times ]

A German BSoclallst paper published in
Chfcago presents a view of Luther, in sub-
atance aa follows :—

Martin Luther, the founder of Protestant-
ism, 1s commonly supposed to have been
wan of the people, a reformer, a truth-seeker;
s man of religious toleratlon; tho path-
finder and ploneer of free thought and sclen.
tific Investigation. The supposition has been
ocreated and carefully nourished by the
Protestant churoh,—in general, no excep.
tions have been taken to the beliof ; firstly,
boecause the works ot Luther were Inaccessl-
bie to the people ; secondly, bacause those
who had acossa to them and knew what they
coutained would bave been very foolleh it
ttiey had glven tho contenta to the public.
Hercby 1t will be sBeen that even up to this
dav thero are but very fow men 'who are aware
of the true character of the ideal of the
Protestants—Luther. The publle In 'general
talthfully belleved what thelr priests [i.e.
preachers] told them ; to this blind beliet
Lutber owes his famse,

We even hear progressive, athelstic and
wuoll-m:caipg men now and then speak of
tuuther a8 u great soolal raformer, Those
who eay 80 know# not what they eay. Luther,
a8 history—the blatory wrltten even by his
own followers—~palata him, was a selfish, i~
conslstent man, if no’ a brute—a frlend of
despotiem and oppression, a renegade, a fisnd
sgainst humanity and liberly, Suoch a man
deserves, if snything he does deserve, to be
forever forgotten, to be sunk Iinto

BTERNAL OBLIVION,

The memory of Luther 18 to be celabrated in
thia city neat Friday, and the newly aronsed
enthusiasm for Luther, and especlally the
proposed celebration of the four hundredth

anniversary of this ot man ol free
thought and 1llberty, the ploneer of
sclentific inveatigation,” hmas its origin
in Germany, At the head of the

movement we find old "« Kalger Willlam
and Bismwarck working hsnd In hsnd with
tho 1nstigator of the persecution of the Jews,
the contemptible’hypocrite,Stoecker,chaplain
to the impetlal court. A fine trio to cele-
brate a ¢ ploneer of fren thonghtand sclentific
Investigation.” <anelr motives bocome more
obvicur, and thelr luterpretation of [rae
thought acd sclontlfic lavestigation more
comprebeuslible and characterlstlc, when we
considur that at the instanco of thedo vary
mon the study of Darwin’s really eclontific
observations was prohiblted in tue schools
ot the emplre, to make room for [2ther’a
catochitem.

At the timo L.uther was the most powerlal,
tlo sullerings of

THL UOMMCN PROPLE

wore great. The peasantry were required to
turn ovyr overything that they produced to

thelr feddallstic masterr, tbe church and
crown. Thomas Muczur, a bitter enemy of

frtlfend of young Luther, and s few other
noblemen, gathered around themselves tho
peasants of m'ddlo Germany for the purpose

the superstition of the ohurch, ag well a8 from
the yoke of feundal oppression and robbery.
They robelled agalnst the varlous forms of
oppression, against tho intelloctual Into-
lerance as well aa againt their body siavery.
Thelr rebelilon 18 called In history the % Pan.
era Krleg.” To show to whatan extent the
pensants wera robbed by thelr feudalistic
masters, it may suffice to quote the exclama-
tlon of ene of these poor wretches, who was
taken prisoner a8 one of the rebsls, and who,
like all hls comrades, was unmercifully
butohered and tortured by Luthers frlende,
the Germean nobillty. When standiog on
the scaffold and awaliting the mortal drop
of the hangman’s axe, he exclalmed In Lis
elmplicity : 4 Oh that I must dle without hav-
ing once had enough to ealt to quench
my hunger.” He was not an exceptional
cage. The same thing can bo Eald of all
thoés who gathered sround the hero and
martyr. Thomas Muuzer! What positlon
did Luther, the “defender” of Christianity
and brotherly love, take durlng the struggle
of the people agsinst thelr masters and des-
pollers? Ho wason the elde of the latter,
and, only for him, the cause of the people
would bave beer: victorlons, He formed an
nlliance ef all sooletary leeches and dronee,
regardless of thelr religlous bellof, in order to
suppress the révelllon for bread, freedom and
justice, This!s the

ADVIOE TIAT LUTHER GAVR

the peasants who appealed to him for redrese,
being crushied under the fendalistio system os
bis time: * When oxne teolls you 5 aud 2 ars 7,
then you can conceive this with your senses,
and it 1a not deserving of any appreolation ;
bat when the authorities (the government,
duke, king, sto.) tell yq 5 aud 2 arye 8, then
you must believe it andobeyl” When yet
young, and an obscure mook,the ssme Luther
gald that the people had a right o xebsl
agalnat the dominating institutlons when they
were Iniquitons—« For thou shalt obey God
more than man.” What a metamorphosis
between the revolutlonary, progressive,—be-
caunse a poor monk—and the well fed and sa-
1aried servant and tool of those degraded and

in nocordance with the lawa of God, patiently
submit to torture and oppressiomn; it ham
nothing to do with worldly things ; moreovery
it consents without retaliastlou to robbery

opprostior, torture, starvation, and murdees
He who observes this law s a martyr om
earth. Tho heart of a Christlan I3 always
jolly and frollo, though he may suffer fm
body, property, and honor.” The brutalitles
and reprisals of the dominating olass he justl-
fies thua: « Wheraver there 12 Chrlatianity;
there blood must be shed, or 1t len'¢ the right
gori of Chrlatianlty. We have no herding
(oastare) sheep, for the slaughter-house;
overy one after the other must go. Bo{s the

PICTGRE OF CHRISTIAN LIFR

nothlng but waakness, death andsin. There=
fore, hear, beloved Ohristlane, yonr Christian
tights. Thus speaks your Bupreme Maater,
Christ, whoie name you have adopted. Matt.
¥.:—! You shail not resist the evil, but who
forces thee one mile go with him two mllew
And he who takes thy cloak,let him also
have your coat, and he who strlkes you om
the cheek offer him al8o the other. ”
This was before the war ; after the struggle
actually beguw, Luther preached as f
lows (in his pamphlet—* Agminst the
peagants, the murderers, and robberi');
v Slay them (the peasants), etrangle them,
toar them to plecss, atab them, secretly and
publicly, whoever oan, a8 you would xill a
mad dog. Therefore, beloved lords, (or mas-
ters—the nobility), rifle here, rescue therat
Htab, strike, strangle whocan! It you suffer
death, well for you; a more blessed death ye
cannot find, for yedis in obedience to the
boly ecriptare.” Further, in his % Churok
Postlile:” “The authority (the nobllity)
must chase the mob, strike, atrangle, hang,
burp, behead and wheel them, 80 that the peo-
ple may fear and submit.”

Further, after the deteat of the rebole, in m
letter to his friend, Dr. Ruhble: » All farmers
(peasants) must b9 slain. Our Lord will
gave those who are irnocent; if He does no!
then they are certalnly not Innocent, bul
have nt least boen qulet and have thus sanc-
tioned the riot.”

A few yeats prior to this ke wrote 1n Lejpe
sic ngatnst Dr, Frk, a defender of Catholl-
clsm : «1f we punlsh thieves with roper, mnr-
derers with the sword, heretica with fire, why
don't wg atiack the \njarious teachers of
damnation—popes, cardinale, blshops and
other ulcers of Roman Bodom—with all klndg
of arms and wash our hands In blood 7*

The so-called apoetle of fres thought and
ploneer of *acientific investigation" has thke
following to say

ABOUP THE §CHOOLS

in bis Latin book, * De Abrog. Welas:  The
bigh schools are the devll's houses of prostf=
tatlop, the academies are Sodom and Gomor-
rah. The devil could not have invented &
more powecrful means to rndlcally destroy
ovangeliem than the high schools.,” A pecullar
typo of an apostle of “free thought ond
Moneer of sclentlfic Investigation,”

Luther was a very concelted man, 80 much
80 that vanlty averbalanced all other faoule
tlee.  IHo wiltes (5 Sk, p. 589): «Dr, Mare
timus 18 a great doclor over the blahops,
pricets, nnd movke. [ alone have tho evan-
gellam from: heaven through our Lord Jesuw
Chrfot ; well do ! for thiy dedorve prafes; my
prayers ard prophesies never fall,” Farther
(12 Th, p. 213): «Ho much fame and honor
do I poseess, though the devil llke it or not,
that sfoce the time of the aposties no doctor
nor gcribse, no theologlan or jarist, has sm
clearly understocd, educated, and controied
men’s cousclence a3 1 have; St. Augustineg
asd Ambrosius are nothing ms compared to
ma.l)

AB A PROPHRET,

howaver, he proved a total fallure. He pre-
dicted for Instance, the world'a end during
pis life ; he prophesied in 1522 that in two
yeara hence there would be no mora popes,
blshops, cardinals, priests, monke, nuns, bells,
staeples, nor anythlng lelt of the ulceratton
of papal otigin,” The epitaph on his grave-
gtone, his own product, 18 not less ridfonlous
than the foregolng predioctions. It reads :
Ia life, O pope, 1 was 1o thee a pest,
And in my death I will glve to thee the resl.
1n his vanity he went eo far as to proclalm
himselt a pope, he had waged an unrelent--
{ng and most bitter wariare against popslsm
for years. He Inatraots hls dlgeclples (part 15,
p. — ) te use the lollowing ana hems sgalnat
Catholfcs : ©# God the Almighty be your en-
emy, and may never forglve your eins; Hs
may throw you In the chasm of etermal fira
(purgatory?) And I, by virtue ot the order
of our Lord Jesua Ohrist and the most holy
father Pope Luther I,, deny to the grace of
God and eternal life, and throw thee Info
hel], that has Dbeen prepared for thes and
thy king since the beglnning of the world.
Amen."
He did not stop there, but one day aspired
to the greatest sublimity. On Tom. 3, -
Irenens f, 559, he writes: ¢ I8 Luthernot=m
gtrange man? I think that he i3 God hime
self! How couid his wrillugs otherwice and .
his name be 80 omnipotent that out of beg— =
gars he cam make lords, out of asses doctors,
out of knaves salnts, and ont of dirt pearls,™

He was not very consietent in this as In
all other things, sand twelve yoars later he
writes thuwe: ¢ I am & sohism maker, am
arch-heretic, a devil aronused by God, a knave;
a mouse. ...l am not able to rule myself and
assume the rule of the world. I have ene
deavored to convinoe God, but He has un=-
oeremoniously turned te ms the hind partof
His snatomy.”’

Again he writes in 1522, 11, vol,, page £443%
# No angel in heaven and no man on earth
shall judge ot my doctrines.” He who dosx
not accapt them oannot be saved, and ke who.
has a different bellof than I 1a

A CHILD OF HEILL;

heartless brutes who prefixed to thelr title
the words, ¢ by the grace of God.

Af the same tlmse (1525) he preached In
Stallberg, Welmar, Erfort, Kels, Jens, Nord.
hausen, and other places: ¢ Reason I8 an

oriminsl shuttiog up of the land which

to Engiand’s uoused land be encouraged ln-

mind, which ig not the result of labor, but

{Continued on Fifth Page.)

and whosoever condemns my falth, he will
be damned by God, for my tongus 18 that of
Obrist” These quotations taken from him
own writings sofficlently demonatrate the
character of Liather, the man whose memory

sbominable prostitute, which rebels against
t{he commandments of God. Thesoul #hall,

is to be honorrd 1n $his clty next Friday.
{Conoluded on!Eighth Fages



