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STEAM-BOAT.EXPLOSIONS.

. The namber of explosions of the boilers of sfeam-boats
whicl have taken place intely, is exceedingly .discredita-
Wl '

RIS
cammon tea-kettle, if properly mansged. Bad materinls
or workmanship in the first place, und corelessness or
\gnorance.ih the second, are the. sole canse of these acci-
dents. Some time ago (in No. 261) we explained the
manner in which sach explosions usaally take place,
whichis by the over-great elaboration of steam from the
water which is hastily propelled into the almost empty
andred hot boiler, justas the boat is going to start. The
valves cannot, or do not, let off the sparc steam fust
enongh, and the weakest part of the hoiler censequently

ives way. We accuse the Mahommedans of trusting to
fate in every thing, of giving themselves no concern about
the proximate causes of things, of ascribing all the ills of
life to the decrees of Providence, and there lettivg the
matter rest.  We are afraid that the mass of the people
in oar own country are not much better than Mahomnie-
dans, in these respects. They, and the persons they se-
lect to legislate for them, go on from day to day, and
year tn year, seeing all the time hundreds nf their fellow-
creatures sent ? the bottom of the sea in rotten and worn-
out ship;, or blown to the air and scalded to .death in
steam-vessels, without making the smallest eflurt—a little
newspaper fuss at every accident excepted—to prevent
these evils {rom occurring in future. We should like to
see alittle more alacrity in setting these things to rights.
Coffin ships, as a certain class of trading vessels are ap-
‘propriately termed,should not be permitted io take on board
either goods or passengars, with the hollow pretension of
taking them to foreign coantries; and no steam vessel
shonld be allowed on any account to leave its station,
withount being dily Ycensed as of warrantable materials
and machinery, and under the managementof a captain
an” eagineer thoroughly versed in the duties of their pro-
fession. With regard to the more urgentof these mea-
sures, a preventive, as {*r as is practicable, for stezimn-bout
explosions, the evi] wiil by and byve care itself to a con-
siderable extent—not by a public dewonstration of Cissatis-
faction, which would cost too tmuch trouble, byt simply —
by agreat number of persons refraining from going on
board any of this description of vessels. Panic is one of
the most catching of all things, and 2 few mare cxplosions
will help wonderfully to deter people frow trusting their
lives.to such precarious vehicles. If the managers of re-
spectable steam-boai conipanies have 2 due regard for their
own honour or profit, they will be the most eagerto de-
mand such a legislative enactment as we have pointed oug.
A-lade number of Chamber's Journu!.

; .
A steam-boiler shounld not blow up any more than a

.- PozsoNous FLy.—Near this place (Babakaly, on the
Denube) we found a range of caverns, famoas for produ-
cing the poisonous fly, too well known in Servia and Hun-
gary under the name of the Golubacser fiv. These sin-
gularand senomous iasects, somewhat resembling mus-
quiloes, geperally make their appearance during the first
great heat of summer, insuch numbers zs to seem like
vast volumes of smoke ; their attacks are always djrected
agaiust every description of quadruped, and so potent is
tiie poison they communicate, that even au ox is anable to
withstand its influence, for he always expires in less than
two hoars. Thisresalts, not so much fromn the virulence
of the poisons, as that every vulnerable part is simultane-
ously ®overed with thesemost destrective insects ; when
the wretched animals, frenzied with pain, rash wild
through the fields liil death puts.a period to their suffer-
ings, or they accelerate dissolution by Plunging headlong

f these countries, tanght
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into the rivers. The shepherds o
pproach, aavint every part
rotected by nature, with a

by experiunce the time of their o
of their flocks and herds, unp
strong decoction of wormwood; te which, it appears, these
flies have a great antipathy. In addition 1o this, the shep-
‘berds keep immense fires constzntly blazing; around which
the poor animals, aware of their danger, trewblingly and
“patiently congregate.  Kind nature has, howe\'er,amerci-
fully ordained that their existence shall be mast ephemernl;
for the slightest variation in the weather is sufficient to de-
stroy the whole swarm; Lieace they seldom live beyond a
few dayz. The probable supposition however is, thet when
the Danube. rises, which italwaysdoes in the early part
of summer, the caverns are flooded, and the water remain-

ing in them becomes putrid, and produces, durin
heat of sammer, this most noxigea

. Taz 8Tony of Inszces

from the hands of" the Grest Creator too insigpificant for
maa to investizute > A morient’s reflection’ will apprize
us-that the most minate insect m ' ' T

2 mo 'ct mast necessurily be as fully
“perfected in its,struoture, in its wonderfal apparatus of,

nerves, muscles, respiratory o , and orguns of the!
seuses, and all ‘their functiona, gps its system Qf:ir,cn.lation,
\proved by recent discoveries,) as 't'{é largest, and, ac-
cording te.ifs_rank: in-nature, the most Eigantic anfmial,
hich,it possegses an infinite orif

and whey we find that

]

there are.insecis.scarcaiy’

in throwing disease outwards from the vital parts of the

thej .
y.—S8pencer’sCircas. |

-~Ia apy thing that proceeﬂs '

superiority. of mugoujar |

wonder and admiration, at the stupendous power evinced
in their coustruction, sud shounld not this stimulate us to
learn as much ns we can concerning these miracles, that we
may be better able to appreciate the warvellous power dis-
played in their creation, although we can seascaly hope to
arrive at the perfect comprehension of their least uttributes,
the complexity of their organization when even most sin-
Ple, the wmultiplicity of their instincts, th:e quality of hose
instincts, and their very powerful ageucy in supporting the
universal equilibrium of uature 2 Who then is bold enough
to say, even to what his arrogance and assumption have
dared to style.a contemptible 1nsect, ** Thou art beneath
wy notive,’’ when he foels that the pigwy might reply,
*“ Thou, with all thy bousted superiority, dost not com-
prehend mie !’ fHumiility is the crown of humanity, aud
let us follow the words of Solowmon, and learn wisdom

from the Ant.— Foreign Quarterly Review.

Tue MALE axp FrMare Grow-Wonum.—Viewed
when at rest, no portion of’ his eyes is \'isible_, but the
head is margined with o horny band, or plute, being a cha-
racter of one of the genera of the order cofeoptera, uuder
which the eyes are situate. This prevents all upward
vision ; and biinds, or winkers, are so fixcd at the sides of
his eyes, as greatly to impede the view of all luteral ob-
jects. The chief end of this creature, in his nightly pere-
grinations, is to seek his mate, always beueugh bhim on‘lh'o
carth ; and hence this apparatus appears designed to faci-
litate his search, confiniug his view eatirely to what is
before or below him. The first serves to direct his fligh,
the other presents the object of his pursuit ; and as we
commonly, and with advantage, pluce our hand over the
brovs, tv obstruct the rays of light falling from above,
which enables usto see clearer an object on the ground, so
muost the projecting hood of this creature converge the
visual rays to a point beneath. This is a very curious
provision for the purposes ol the insect, it my conceplion
of its design be reasonable. Possibly the same ideas may
have been brought forward by others ; but, as I have not
seen them, I amnot guiity of any undue appropriation,
and nu injury can be done to the cause I wish to promote, |
by detailing again such beautiful and admirable coutri-
vances.~—Journal of a ~Naturalist.

Diayvoxp.—The diamond is pure carbon, or charcoal,
crystalised. It is among the rarest of all known substances,
and carbon is umong the most abundant. We can have
a roomful of pure carbon for sixpence, but a bit of crys-
talised carboa the size of half your thumb is worth muny
thousand pounds. You drink diwnonds when you drink
soda-water; but you drink them in the form of gas. Blr.
Faraday has succeeded, by immense pressure, in reduc-
ing caibon from the gaseoustv the li(iuid state; but it must
be kept ina glass taube, bermetsically sealed. ‘The mo-
ment it compes in contact with the atmosphere, it agam
assume the gnseous form. Diamond requires great' heat
to burnit; bat, when it does burn, it consumes utterly.
Its whole substance changes into a kind of gas which is
pumped into sodu-water,and is produced naturally iu cham-
pagne.

A worp or Apvice To MoTHRRS.—Some time age,
we heard of the death of a very fine child of two or threc
years of age, in consequence of the ignorance of the
mother, in a matter with which every one ought to be
well acquainted. An eruption of some kind appeared on
the head of the child, and the fvolish pareat not being
aware that out-breakiags of this description are modes of
relief wisely established by nature for clearing the consti-
tution of its impurities, resortedto a remedy which drr ve
the eruption inwards, and thrs led to the death of the in-
fant. We wish that the mentioning of this fact may have
the effect of impressing upon mothers the exireme dan-
ger of their endeavouring in any way to check the progress
of external eruptions ou their children. Measles, amall-
pox, and all sunilar appesrances on the surface of. the
body, are nothing more than the demonstrations of nuture

system; and the more- they muke themnseives seen,

better.
e~ —————— TS
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And here we are again, gentle Reader, about to impart
tbe finishing bue to oar weekly summary of literary pearls :
 again to overspread a thousand fair minds with a renewed
ray from Guttenburgh’s dazzling Luminary ;* and to add
another sheet to our increasing file. What topic shall we
choose to occupy your time and ours? Shall we walk
with yoa in this bracing autumnal weather, and reconcile
your nerves to the warning touchof sters ungenial winter,

Ruscoyerap! arust we not exclaim, wit

coverabls Witkost & leas,

the adventurous wanderings of men who braved no; :
arctic frost to pacily an ull absorbing spirit of discover p
Shall we tell you of the earthquakes of Poru and C'hili,:,',,7
open to your view the excavations of Powpeii-and He,.
culaneum? or shall we relato the progress of christianity i
in rescuing-the Hindeo from the Ganges, reclaiming the
intemperate from their evil habits, and striking. (he
wmanacles from the slave? ¢ All,ull, or cither," reply
the ready volumes oun the shelves betore us, asad mo
heartily does our inclivation reiterate the call : but- th,
warnings of flying time and diminishing space averhejp
the sound. Yot we cunvot quit our readers thuseywe
cannot throw these cogitations subjectly to the wind ; ang
therefore seek boih relivf and brevity, in the multitudinegg
assstublage of-the world’s literature, by which, in chaotiq
confusivn we are surrounded.—Ah ! wlat have we here,
enclosed iu a pink cover? * The Literary and Historigy}
Journal.”” ’Tis well, wa shall look no further, bat clogy
our rhapsody with a fow lines of sober review.

The first number of the nbove work, published by Mr,
John Croskill,at St.John, and which we have just received;
18 prefaced by an advertisement stating, that in conse:
quence of a sudden sttack of iliness he bas been obliged
to relinquish his andertaking ; but that not wishing v
abuse paklic confidence, ** he had made arrangements for
the pablication of a few of the articles which he had
hastily prepared’’ as a specimon of his intentions.  Not.
withstanding the.disadvantages incident to the numbes
before us, of which the advestisement complains, it fully
cquals the professions of the prospectus, being neatly
printed, and embracing one or more articles onder each of
the proposed headu. Twenty articles are named ia the

(table of contonts, chiefly original or re-writien : thoes

worthy of notice are ns follows, v.z : The rise and pro:
gress of New Brunswick, the Prince’s Lodge, Lettersol
Lord Edward Bitzgerald, Essny on Elocution, the Fery.
man's Daughter, Affecting Epistie, the Dcy of Algiek
Biography—Kosciusko, Men and Manners——the New
Zenlanders, and a variety of Poetry. Among the litter is
an Elegy on the death of William the I'Vth., which we be.
lieve is from the pan of the Editor. It concludes thus: -

* The sceno is over—life has fled ;
Majeaty in death is laid—
A mournful ciblem of the truth,
The ¢ cholcest flowers fade:’
Affliction’s tears o’crwhelm the throng
That to his name and house belung.

“ Why weep yel 'tis bis body slecps
In the culd, silent tomb;

His spirit’s left the wortal clay—
Recall'd by God’s belosed Sun:

For, hauk! they whisper— Angels say*

¢ Come and repose in perfect day—

«« ¢ Quit thy frail tenement, and soar
Aloftin heaven’s bright sphere:

We thy Redoemor's messengers.
Are to conduct thee there:’

Angclic host! celestial Jove!

‘They walt him 1o the realms above.

Resplendent light! the portals ope
With silvery sound, and fortls,
Issuc Heaven's legions— swift and bright,
* Welcome to new and holy birth:
Redeeiming lave the runsom’s paid-—
Thy peace with God the Lam®* has wade.’ ”’

This number contains sorze few typographical errors, al-
tribated in the advertisoment to a necessary want of fevit
sion, but judging from the whole, the work if continued
would bean acquisition te Provincial Literature ; and we
arc.only sorry, that owing 1o his late iliness, the enterprising
and spirited Editor has been obliged o abandon the further
publicetion of *¢the Literary and Hinoricu] Joumal’ of
New Bramwick and Nova Scotis.”’ We- hope that Mr/
Croekill.wil] soon bhe able t0. resnme his labours, in-the
event.of which, we most heertily conaur in wishing’

‘or fly to the ice-bound yegions of the north, and sketeh
* Tbe Press. '

every success. ’



