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8 T E A M-B0AT. EXPL OQSI0 N S.
The iamber of exTplQsions of the boilers of ercam-boats

whioh bave taken place ilately, is exceedingly .discredita-
i A *tahi ker IIAn'd not blo up any more than a
.oxnmon tea-kettle, if properly managed. Bad matermuis

er workmanship in the first place, and carelessuess or
ignorance.inthe second, are the, soie cause of these acci-
àests. Some time ago (in No. 261) we explaired the
mnanner in wYhich sue explosions usually take place,
'whichis by the over-great elaboration of steani fron the
water which is hastily propelled into the almost empty
andred hot boiler, justas the boat is going to start. The
valves cannot, or do not, let off the spare steam fast
enongh, and the weakest part of th ohuiler consequently
gives way. We accuse t he Mahommedans of trusting to
'fatam nvery thing, of giving thenselves no concern about
the. proximate causes of thiugs, of ascribing all the ills of
life to the decrees of Providence, andthere lettig sthe
matter rest. Ve are afraid that the mu.ss of the people
in our own country are not much better than Mahonnie
dans, in these respects. They, and the persons they se-
lect to légisiate for them, go on from day to day and
year. to year, seeing ail the time hundreds of their fellow-
creatures sent 'the bottom ofthe sea in rotten and worn-
out shipi. or blwn to the air and scalded. to -death in
steam-vessels, without making the snallest efflrt-a littie
newrpaper fuss at everv accident excépted-to preveut
these evels froeoccurrir 4 in future. We should like et
see alittle more alacrity in setting these things to rights.
Coffin ships, as a certain class of trading vessels are ap-
-propriately termed,should-not be permitted zo take on board
either goods or passengers, with the hollow pretension of'
taking them to foreiga coantries; and no steani vessel
should be allowed on, any account to leave its station,
without being di'ly Ecensed'as Lof warrantable materials
and· machinery, and under the management of a captaiii
anA engineer thoroughly versed in the duties of their pro-
fession. With regard to the more urgent of these inea-
sures. a preventive, as f'r as is practicable, for steanm-boat
explosions, the evi) wiil by and bye cure itself to a con-
siderabie extent-not by a public deinornstratioî ixis.a~
faction, which aouid cost to ranuch troube, but tion iplof
bv ag-mreat nunber of persons refriniang from going on
boardany of this description of vessels. Paui is one of
the most catching of ail thing, and a few more explosionîs
will help wonderfully to deter people from trusting theiri
lives to such precarious vebicles. If the managers of re-
spectablestean-boat coupanies have a du:e regard for their9
own honour or profit, they will be the niost eager to de-1
mandsuch a legislative enactment as we have pointed out.1
--. Mats ,rumber of Ckamber's Journal.

Poxsooos FLy.--Near this place (Babakaly, on the
Danabe) we found. range ofcaverns, fanous for produ-
cing the poisonous fly, too veil known in Servia and lun-
gary under the name of the Colubacser fBr. These $in-
gular and.venomous insectî, somewhat reiembling mus
quitoes,.generally snake their appearr.nee durizag the first
great heat.oftsummer, insuch numbers as to scem like
vast volumes of smokce ; their attacks are always directed
against every description ofquadrnped, and eo' potent is
the poison they communicate, that even a lox iS una ble to
withstand its influence, for lie always expires in less than
two hours. Thisresu!ts, not so much froin the virulence
of the poisons, as that every vulnerable part is simultane-
ously overed with thesenost destructive insects ; when
the wretched animals, frenzied vith pain, rash wild
through the field Lill death puts-a period to their: suffer..
ings, or they accelerate dissolution by plunging headlog
10to the rivers. The shepherds of these cunngries, £aught
by experian ethe time of their approach, anoint eve part
of thoir flocks and berds, unprotecteci by nature, with astrong decoction of wormwood; te which, it, appears, theseflies have agreat antipathy. In addition to this, the shep-
terds keep immense fires constantly blazing; around which
the poor animais, aware of their danger, tremrbh!inzgly and"patiently congregate. Kind nature has, however, merci-
fally ordained that their existence shal lie most ephemernl;
for the slightest variation in the weather is sufficient to de-stroy the whole swarm; lience they seldom live beyond afew days. .Theprobable supposition however is, that whenthe Danbe.ress, which i always does in the early part
ofmsumtner, the caverns are flooded, and the water romain-
iug in tem becomes putrid, and produces, during theht a sfammer, th.is most noxi·u dy.-Spencer'sC:ica.

TE STUDYT 0E lKsEcg.-[a any tbing that proceeds
from the hands of ibe Greiat Creator too.insgnxificant for
ia to mesigote ? A monent's reflectión~ wilI appize
ushat the most minute ifec .etncemrl pbe a ,fu
perfected mn 'tasUstuture, inuit wonderfel appratus ofr

neres msces, respuatory orgaia and org ns of the.
senses, and all theirftin, an i tes f.u.ain

Ypo.d-y reent-discoves,) as ée [argest, and, ac-at rá tnk in- nature, the most glgntie-anisaI,
rwich it pomeqpes an aufmaite .superior:ty of muiomiar

and wheow jind hbat there aromneousc
y Withe at4fena urust we zot exçlaim, wit
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wonder and admiration, at the stupendous power evinood the adventurous waunderings of mon who braved tto
in Lheir.co.struction, and.should not this stimulate us to arctic frNst to pacify an ail absorbing spirit of discoveiearn as'mucli na we can concernîng theso miracles, thât we * of naof?,r
May be beter able tc appreciate ti esmnirvolous tpot eis Shall we tell you of the eanhquakes of Poru and Cii
played in their creaion, although iv ennl sca:celi hane t open to your view the excavations of Poupeii.and ler.
arrive at the perfect comprehensioni of their 1east attributes, culaneun? or shall we relate the progreas of cbrisoti
the conplexity of their organization wieu even nost sîim- in rescuingthe Hindeo from the Ganges, rclaiming th
pie, the muliplicity of their instincts, the quality of thoseoG
instincts, and their very puverful ageucy ina supporting th1 9iitei)perate froi thoir evil habits, and striking. îb,
universal equilibriumu of nature ? Who then is bold eoaugh manacles from the slave ? " Allull, or eCither," rep1y
to say, even to what 1, arrogance and assumption have the ready volumes on the ushelves betore us, and n
dared tostl- contemtptible insect, - Thou art benieath
laned '' hlecnheîfeelsbthat the pigmy mhight repdli heartily does our inclination roiturate the cali : but- th

.0 notice,'-' whlen he fuels uavapra aagh epy
"Thou, with ail thy boasted superiurity, dost nlot cum- warnings of flying time and diuinishiug space overhgj,
prehend ie !, rluility is the crown of huaîanity, anti the sound. Yet we canuot quit our renders thua.we
]et us follow te words of Solomon, and learn wisdom cannot throw thosee cogiitation subjectly to the wind; &cg
from the Anit.- Foreign Quarterl yeview. dierefore seek both roliefand brevity, in the multitudineus

THE MALE AND FmA*.L GL.ow-W'bn.-Viewed assemblage of-the world:s literature, by which, in chaotie
when at rest, nu portion of his eves is visible, but the confuioîn we are surrounded.-Ah ! wl.at live we heref
head is margined with a horny band, or plate, being a cha- enclobed in a pink cuver? "The Literary and Hitorisl
racler of orte of the gencra of tie order coleopte ru, uuderca
which tte eys are situnte. This prevens ail upnard Journal." CTis wesl, we shal look ne .urther, bmtclose
vision ; aid blindsor winkers, are su fixed at the sides of our rhapsody with a few himes of sobor review.

lais eyesas greatly to i spede the,iew of ail ieri pob- The first number of the above work, published by r,jects. "l'le chict'ezzd of this cre:zîure, in bis nigiîtiy ptre-
-rinations, is to seek his mate, always beneath hin on the John Croskillat St.John,.and whiel we have just recuived;
carth ; and hence this apparatus appears designed to faci-- ls prefaced by an advertisement stating, that ie conse.;
!itate lis sereh, contiug lis vww entireiy to what i quence of a sudden attack of illness he bas been obliged
before or below him. The first serves to direct bis dight, .rh
the other presents the object of liii pursuit ; and as we to re nquish his underta.king ; but that fnot wiahing te
commnronly, and vith advatUage, place our haui over the abusepublic confidence, "he had mode arrangements f
braw, tu obstruct the rays of light falling from above, the publication of a few of the articles whicth ho hd
which enables usto see clearer ai' object on. te ground, s hastily prepared" au a specimen of hi intention#. liot
mai the projecting hood of ibis creatume converge the ~ ~ tad
visual th r 0aoj pointhbeneath This e a v ry ceurous itsta d g t .disadvantages incident to the nuumbu
provision for the purposes of the insec, if my cuncepLion before us, of wbich the-advertisement complains, it fulIy
of its design be reasonable. Possibly the saine idvas imay equals the professions of tie prospec4u, beiug neatly
have beei brouglht forward by others ; but, as i have noL printed, andcembracing ene or more articles uder each of
seen themn, I a lnot guiity of any undue appropriation,rt
and nu inijury can be done to the cause 1 wish tu promo te,1the proposed headt. Twenty articles are named.inthe
by detailing again such beautiful and admirable coutri- itable of contents, chiefly original or re-written : thos
vance.-Jouirntal of a .Vduralist. worthy of notice are as follows, v.x z Tho rise and pro

gr eau Of New Brunswick, thte Prince's Lodge, Leuersed
DxÂAto%..-The dianond is pure carbon, or charcoal, Lord Edward ELitzgerald, Essay on Elocutiani, the Feny.

crvta!ised. IL is among the r-arest of all known substances, man's Daughter, Affecting Epistle, t Dcy of AIgi.,
ai earbon is among the most abundant. We can have
a roomuful af pure carbon for sixpence, but a bit of crys- iography-Koscinsko, Men and Aanners--the New
talised carbon the size oflialf your thunb is worth muny Zealanders, and a variety~of Poetry. Among the "ai i
thousand pounds. You drink diamtionds hvben you drink an Elogy on the death oWilliam thie IVt., which we be.
soda-water; but you drink them inthe form of gas. hir.
Faraday has succeeded, by umense presaure, in reduc-
ing caibun from the gaseoustu the li uidstate; but it iust
be kept in a g!ass tube, hermetrical y scaled. The mo-
ment it cornes in contact with the atiosphere, it agam:zi
assume the Enseous form. Dianond requires great heat
to burn it; but, when it does burn, it consunei utierly.
lis whole substance changes into a kinzd of gas which as
pumped inLo ooda-water, and s produced naturally ii chamu-

A woR D oF ADvIC-E TO loTH EaS.-Some time ug.,
we heard of the death of a very fiue child of two or three
years of age, in conzequence of the ignorance of the
niother, in a matter w.dh which every une ought to be
wel acquainted. An eruption ofsone kind appeared on
the head of the child, and the fuolish parent not being
aware that out-breakings of this description are modes of
relief wisely established by nature for clearing the consti-
tution of its inpurities, resorted to a renedy which dre ve
the eruption iuwards, and thus led to the death of the in-
fant. We wish that the mentioning of ibis fact may have
the effect of impressing upon mothers the extreie dan-
ger of their endeavouring in any wray to check the progress
of external eruptions on1 their children. Meales, small-
pox, and ail amnilar appearances on the surface of. îft
body, are nnthing more than the demonstrations of nature
in throving disiease outwards fron the vital parts of the
rystem; and the more- they make thenselves seen, the
better.

. HALIFAX, NOYEMBER 11, 1837.

And.here we are again, -genle Reader, about to impart
the finishing hue to our weekly summary of iterary pearls:
agaen to overspread a thousand fair minds with a renewed
ray fcom Gttenburgh s dazling Luminary ;* and to add
another sheet to our increasing file. What tapic shall we
choo 3tooccupy your time and aura? Shall we walk
with you i this bracina autumnal weinther, and reconcile
your nerves to the warmgitoucjiof ateru angenial winters
or fly to th ice-bound regions of the north, and sketh

*The Pres.

liev e is frorn the peu of the Editur. it concludes thus:

The scene is over-lifc bas fled;
3Iajesty ini deathil laid-

A inournful enblem of the truth,
The Ilchoes tflowveru fade:'

Afiliction's tears o'erwhelm the hrong
That to his name and house beklng.

"à Why weep yel 'tis bis body uieepi
In te cold, silent tonb;

Ilis spirit aleft the maortal dcy-
Recall'd by God's belu'cl Siu:

For, rk! hty whiapCr- Angels say'
£ Come and repose in perfect day-

<''Quit thy frail tenement, and soar
Aloti nm heaven's bright sphere:

We thy Redeemor's moengers
Are to conduct thee there:'

Angelic host! celestial love!
They waft him tu the realms above.

Raeplendent light! the portals ope
With silvery sound, and forth,

Issue Ileaven's legions- swift and bright,
•'Welcome to new and holy birth.

Redoeeming love the rmnom's paid-
Thy peace with God the Lamb has mad.''

This number contains some few typographical errors, al-
tributed in the advertisement to a ncemsary wantofo aie
sion, but judging from the whole, the work if contiWU
would be an acquisiion te Provincial Literature ; and we
are only sorry, that owinto his late illneu, the enterpsiil
anîd spirited Editor bas been obliged to abandon Ihe forth"
publication of "the Literary and Historical Joumal of
New B>aueuwick and Nova Scolia." We hope that
Cro.kilwiI soon b e. abie to reume hie labours,id -the
ovent. of which, we most bartily couour i wishuigiià
every success.
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