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THE MAKING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

No. 2.
To the Editor of the Church Guardian:

Sx,-The account given in the article on the
"Making of the New Testament," of the coi.-
position and order of publication of the Gospels
is certainly net the story of Papias, ner is it
borne out by modern cri icism. The beat au-
thorities agree that net St. Mark, but St. Mat-
thew and St. Luke were written fi rat, about A.
D. 63, St. Mark was written later after the
martyrdom of St. Peter and St. Paul whichl
took place in A.D. 63. Al] ware written Inde'
pendently of eue another, and all before the
Fail of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. This 1e the con-
clusion of Professor Salmon in his brilliant and
invaiuable Introduction to the New Testament.
The story given in the article, of the Three
Gospels being written in Latin, Hebrew and
Greek, like the inscription on the cross, e a
more myth. Thora is net a particle of evidence
of any value for St, Mark having beau written
iu Latin. The sense given in the article te the
word interpreter, when Papias speaks of St.
Mark as the interpreter of Peter, is certainly
wrong. lhe context shows that ho meant that
St. Mark by embodying Peter's teaohing u his
Gospel interpreted it te, that is, brought it
within the reach of the world at large. IThe
passage in Papius," Bays Alf. Thompson's
"describes a disciple writing down what his
Master preached, and net an interproter orally
trauslating hie words."

There is considerable evidence that St. Mat-
thow wrote his Gospel in Habrew, but it is net
decisive. Dean Alford having at firet adopted
that view atterwards abandoned it. Professor
Salmon, one of the greatest living authorities,
writes: " When we examine more closoly the
evidence for a Hebrew original, we find that it
melte away in a wonderfal manner." And after
sifting it carefully, he pronounces against the
Hobrew and in faveur of the Greek original.
In any case it is certain that whether ther was
a Hebrew original or net our Greok St. Mat-
thew is net a translation as the article says but
an original composition of the Apostle. Our
Bunday Sehool children may still be taught
with safety that the original texts of the Three
Gospels are in our possession.

The main point however is, early circulation.
It may ha laid down as accepted by all ceuser-
vative critics that our New Testament, includ-
ing the Apocalypse but excepting the rest of
St. Johns' writings, was completed and pub.
iished within forty years of our Lord's Asecen-

sien: St. John's more mystical books, before
the close of the century taking the place of his
own personal authority and teaching, when ho
was about te depart. .The article would have
ne believe that the Church was fora long peried
practically withont any New Testament. The
simple fact is, that while the Charch possessed
the persoual guidance and teaching of 'the
Apostles, to whom our Lord promised the Roiy
Spirit as their infallible Teacher,. sie did not
ned their writings; bat that before the Apos.
ties passed away she was put in possession of
them.

But the article says "it wa generations b-
fore the written gospels superteded the old
methode of promulgation." Surely thora is
some confusion of thought hre. The written
Gospels never superseded the original methode
of promulgation. The Church stl deliver-
her message orally, appealing for its confirm-
ation to the Book. The Uhurch, the living
living society cf living men to which Our Lord
entruated His Gospel, never dies, is hving sull;
And, as that averliving corporation, delivers

orally ha? testimony te I the faith once for ail
delivered." Bat that faith is also enshrined in
an inspired Book, of which she is the witness
aud keeper, and t which the living society
ever makes its appeal.

This, however, is not wbat the article meanp.
It wants tW prove that for a long time the
Church had oral teaching alone and no book.
It saye that the N.T. Books " did not come
into cire-ilation for more than a hundred years
after they were written." And yeL Easebius
relates that Christian Missionaries in the reign
of Trajan, (A D. 98 to 117) carried with them
and delivered te their couverts " the B&rip<ure
of the Divine Gospels." This was barely thirty
years froin the publication of the Ttree Gospels,
and probably with the lifetime of St. John.
But we have aven earlier evidence than this et
their circulation. St. Peter in his Second Epis-
de refera te St. Paul's writings in a way that
proves them te have been in genaral use even
tieu, that ia immediately upon their publica.
tion. Indeed St. Paul himself esoured this by
requiring his letters te be read publicly, and ut
least in one case te ha sont round from Church
te Ohurch. From Clament of Rome's EpiHtle,
which Professor Salmon dates A.D. 96, it is
evident that St. Paul's letters werc thon known
and authoritative evorywhere.

But thora is a more decisive testimony still
to the rapid circulation throughout the Church
of the N.T. writings immediately upon thoir
publication,-I mean, the early versions. Taka-
first the Syriac Version. Of it non Westcott
say, " The PeshiLo Syrise version of the separate
books of the New Testament Canon was made in
Palestine within the Apostolic age; and shortly
after these were collected, revised and completed
at Edessa."

This version, which romains the N.T. of the
Syrian Churches te this day, contained ail the
Books of our N.T, excapt 2 and 3 John, 2
Pater, Jade and Apocalypsea. Thus, the Syrian
Church provided for herslf an authorized
translation of the New Testament (in use in ber
religoius services within one generation of the
writing of the earlier books and within the
lifetime of St. John or immediately after his
death. How does this agreo with the assertion
of the article that the N.T. Books " did net
oomq into circulation for more than a hundred
years alter they were written," and how with
the farther assertion that " the idea of gai her-
ing them into a book did net for a long time
occur te uny one"?
• An argument against carly circulation is

drawn from the natural impediment thon in
way, These, however, are mach exaggerated.
One is the bulk of the books. The wrner telle
us that se bulky was a New Testament in those
days that " whn fifty copies of it ware made
te the imperial order, it required two govern-
ment wagons ith si yohe q oxen each te trans-
port them irom Cae5area te Constantinople."
This statement carries absurdity on its very
face. The incident referred ta is found in Eu.
sabis, and what he does tell us is as follows,
which I take from Canon Westoott. One of
Constantine's first cares after the foundation or
Constantinople was ta charge Ensebius with
" preparing fitty copies of the Divine Scriptures
(the whole Bible, net as the article says the
New TestaMent) written on prepared skins, by
the help of skilful artiste aceurately acquainted
with their crait, and magnificently embeaished."
Orders had been issued te the Governour et the
Province te farnish everything required for the
work. And authority was given te Ensebius
te ', employ two publie carriages for the speady
convoyai of the Books when finished tw the
<Emperor." Ensabis relates how ha at once
caased the Books ta ha writtèn, and " deposited
in magnifcent caskets " prepared for the saWty
and hounor et the Divine Oracies during their
journey, which was made as much as possible
a triumphal procession.

How eau any conjecture be hasarded respect.
ing te bulk et eheap copies of the New Testa-

ment for ordinari Christians from the story Of
this princely gift? Mention indeed is made of
two public carriages in the Emperor's letter
(the "six voke of oxen " is a paroly modern
embllishinent); and thongh these were chiefly
for display, the megnificent baskets might very
weil fill them up.

We have, however, the means within easy
reach of satisfying ourselves as te the balk of
aveu these celebrated fifLy copies. Thora je a
very high probability that the famoas Codex
sinaiticus was one of those very firty copies.
We have afac simile edition of it in our College
Library ; the Pr,,sbyterian Coliege, Montreal,
has also one. Let any pereon examine one of
these Uopies, and ha will eusily satifsfy himself
that net twelvc yoke of oxan, but a very light
pouy carriage could have earricd them all.

But "B.oke thon were rare and costly."
Well, Canon Westcott in the firet edicien cf his
book on the Canon, says something that sounds
liko tbis. lie Pays that " the means of inter-
course thon, compared with te day, were slow
and precarious, and the multiplication of mana-
scripts in remote provinces tedious and costly."
Bat in a later edition, lie modifies this view,
and adde, "This fact, howc er, bas beau fre.
quently exaggerated. The circulation of the
N.T. Seriptures was probably far greater than
is commonly eupposed." For proof ho refera
te Norton's Genuinenessof the Gospels, Turning
te Norton, we find un extremely iiteresting
discussion of the question. " A common copy
of the Gospels," Norton saye, " was not a book
of any great bulk or expense." As te cot, ha
quotes Martiai as stating the selling price of
tbe First Book of his Epigrams, but a cotly
edition, ut about 72 cents of our money; and
of his Thirteenth Book. au ordinary edition,
containing about as much matter as our Gospel
of St. Matthow, at about seven cents. At that
rate, car Four Gospels would have cost in those
days about 25 conts, and our whole New Tes-
tament about 50 cents. So mach for the argu-
ment against circulation from bulk and cost.

Bunar Rom.
Bishop's College, 14th Nor. lc89.

81a,-I beg te suggest te the clergy that they
take advantage of the prasent jubilea season
and revival in Church matters to lead their
filocks te subscribe for good Church papers, se
that aach family may be supplied with choice
religions reading and well informed as te the
great progress of the Church. The following
plan was adopted by your correspondent. Ho
preached i. sermon te his people urging upon
them the duty of taking tha Canadian Church
Magazine and Mission News and at least one
sound Church paper. About the same time ha
sent the naines of the bauds of families in hi a
parish te the Editors of the 0.C.K. and M.N«,
the Church Guardian, the -Dominion Churchman,
and the Living Church, with the reqaest that
speciman copies ot each should ha sent ta each
of the addressas furnished by him. Thora is
scarcely a Methodist family which is net sup.
plied with the Christian Guardian,

Our Church papers are second te none, and
yet comparatively few Churchmen appreciato as
they should the privilefe ft having good reli-
gious literaturu in their homes. Lut the elergy
do what they can te bring thoir people ta a
botter mind. The present season of interest
and excitement in Ocurch circles is our golden
opportanity. Do net let us miss it.

Yours sincerely,
(Toronto Diocese). Pssoauus,

It bas often been said that the chief charac-
toristic of the apitaph is its' lack of veracity,
but it is perhapa botter that it should arr on the
êide of kindliness rather than woemd the living
by a bitter truthfulness, ai in the case of an in-
scription written Jor the tombttone of a lazy
man by one who know him weil, " Asleep (as
usul).-Rarper's Magazine.
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