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Now te fail to recogn se lhe absolute noces
sity of-Churchinembership ils te fall into Ration
alism. For unless we acknowlfidge that humait
nature in inself is all sin, and therdeore that i
could only be restored by the union with the
perfect nature of the Son of God, which it
effeoted through the Church, we muet noces
sarily hold that man in his fallen state eau yet
apprehend-èd a!:d attain to the knowledge o
His truth. In other words. we are forced to
admit thatthere is inherent in our nature a
germinaÏt principle of perfection which at any
time might b. developed by man's unamsisted
enort. Thus the Sacred Humanity cf our LIrd
is overlooked, the effeot of the Incarnation
nullified, and Original S.n practically denied.

But the Church of God deals with as as men
bers of a fallen race, which we are conscions to
ourselves of being, and thus it takes us and
unites us one by one to the great Uead of our
renewed nature, and pute ue, oven while on
earth, to ait in the Heavenly places, partakere
of the mover-ceasing intercession of the one
Mediator,,borne up and strengtnened by actual
contact with His perfect Maniood, fed and
mstained by that Body which was given for the
life of the world; and through our union with
the Humanity of our Lord and Savicur Jesus
Christ, we are actual partakers of the Divine
Nature.-Irish Ecclesiastic.21 Gazette.

OUB MARRIAGE SER VICE.

It la something of an anomaly that there
should be a tendency in carrent thought to
regard eccial institutions, however venerable, as
upon their trial. It is strange that there
should be a class which effects to regard
usages and customs which fora an intog rai
part. not only of the life of nations, but also o
civilisation itself, as only makeshifts to be
tolerated until some more perfect condition of
social life shall b. excogitated.' Institution
which have stood the test of centuries are
haled by any self-constituted accuser te the bar
of so-called 'advanced thought,' where their
antiquity, if it do not at once procure their
coidemnation, is at least remembered againit
them. There is no need to be eithera pessimit
or an alarmist, but one would be blind indeed
wbo did not see in the latest manifestation of
this spirit at once a menace and a warning.
That it should have occured te any one te con.
aider seriously, as likely to furnieh conclusions
of more thLn persoUl application, whether any
substitute can be found for monogamy, indicates
a laufentable departure from a healthful stan.
dard-we will not sa»of morality-but of right
thinking and well-being, for moral no les than
physical beaith is te a large extent not self.
conscious. Evil times muet indeed be at band
if the very basis of the body politic is thus t
be attacked, and if the sanction of centuries of
Christianity are to be deliberately weighed
against a chimera and a theory which hasfailed
wher, and whenever tested.

-t will, thon, be but a minor wonder that the
Marriage 8ervice of the Church of England
should be m-àde the object from time to time of
eriticisi agd of avewed dislike. It is not in-
tended bere to ofer any apology fer this edice
of our Çurch., still leu to defend that state of
lfe Mbêestrance to which this service conse-
erates and hallows. Nothing more will be
attempted than te endeavour to make clear the
Churcho' view of the married state 4s set forth
in ber for.mularies, and tu present what we .con.
seive to be the central or g.rm îidea of the
whol.

It is an extremely significant circametances
that in the very fint sentence of the .opening
ex.hortation, the mystical -measning of humau
marri4ge in brought ont. We are none too
rgy go uee In earthly things and earthly
Ilsis. types gf the heamaniy. The
whoe4eadpaey cfnod:u gh44 dssert

the reality of the wdrld of sense. Bat bere we ing minster, sud the 04urch gioes Aer to the
are placed upon a widely different plane. If man. who thus, like Adam, receives from God a

from the feuw words of this exhortation w. helpmeet for hii( This may seom anunimport-
t might presumo to generalise, i might b. said ant distinction Upon which to instat, but pInaoh

miht thppere to he rtmeht beaid fiows from it If it b. admitted that the
that this appears to be the argument from essence of thea marriage rite is the eonsent of

- design carried into a more spiritual regln the parties, and that all the Churei does is to
than that in which it is ordinarily employed. witness the cousent and to bles the union, thon

f [f we find it diffiaolt to conceive of the visible the indissolubility of marriage can no longer b.
n.ivorse withoat a mmd which bas formed and logically defended. We shall only be playing

fashioned the varions p .rte with direct refer. into the hande. of those who confessedlv.wish
once to their uses, then it is still more diffioult to see the marriage contrast placed upon pre.
ce comprehend the facts of man's emotional and cisely the saie footing a% any other sooial or
4piritual life, unions we admit that they have even commercial agreement, by adopting snob
reference to some eternal reality external to a view of the marriage rite, which is indeed
humanity. The facts of our higher nature- nowhere to be found in the Prayer-book. If,
t.ruth, love, jastice-are relative oniy, relative on the other hand, it is seon that the man and
that is to some aightier and grander roality of woman have really been joined together by God,
vhich there are but the earthly adambrations. and that the marriage rite is the authoriatve
Here is a case in point- The wedlock of man sot of an acorodited represontative, than any
ès.d woman is-only the shadow of that perfect separation short of that effected by death will
bond of union which subsista betweeu Christ be rightfully abhorrent. It seeme diffloult,
and His Church; it is the stepping-stone by looking at the express language of. the office, to
'which we may rise te that eternal verity, the hold any other view but this. 1 Those whom
full apprehonsion of whieh at present escapes God has joined together let no man put asunder.'
as. An unhappy marriage, thereforo, implies Could anytbing be more explicit ? However
nore than tih eaddening ef two hiVes, it is the much this may traverse the sentiments of the

depravation of a spiritual image, the darkening age, it is pretty plain, and only that this is the
of a spiritual type. central thought of the marriage service, bat

And then the opening exhortation proceeds that it ils also one of the fundamentalconceptions
to speak of the care, the forethought, and the p -hich the institution rets.
oircunspection. with which this estate should
be adventured. This thome, in its worldly We go back a little. te notioe the phrases in
bearings, at any rate, ie trite enough: has not which the woman plighte her troth- a point
falthus written ? Bat the admonition has a which more than any other in the service has
far wider scope, and is not concerned alone provoked, and doses tili elicit, much animad-
with more temporal wel being. We are to version. The promise to obey naturally comes
loaru tat tus estat of matrimony sheuld bc in for a great deal of vituperation: how should
on ered upon by none save those who feel them- it be otherwise when the sense of anthority is
selves called thereto by God ; that just a- some practically dead amoug us ? Moreover, there
few mon and women have a vocation for the eau ho no doubt that the position of woman is
oelibate life, so te otheri and these the major. gradually being oonsiderably modified. The
ity, God sonde a a1 te the married state, d entrance of women upon varions worldly call-
(hat the vocation is as true in the latter as i ings necessarily produced an important varia
the former case. Marriage is looked upon far tion in the relation in whioh they stand to men.
too much by both sexe& as an inevitable and And so people begin to think that the family is
ordinary incidnt in life, and as requisite for its a republio in miorocosm Btt it is noihin of
completness; it should rather bo regarded as the kind-an absoluto monaroby would be a
omothing te be consiously undertakenin con. fitter comparison. Ohristianity has, in th true,

formity with God'a will and for His greater effcted ao enormous revolutien in the social
glory, aud ag ditinctly not necessary te eo-n. position of women, aud se thora are those who
plete seolf-realisation and development ules. sam fer women an equelity wit men wioh
ieen and toit te be iii harniony witi the spirit- Ohristianity can neyer b. made te sanction.
al life. The whole trouble is due te the fact that demo-

lu cennection with ie impedimnta te mar. cratio nations have permitted alimost overy
nage, thore i nly one thing t be poited ont, relation of life. Acoustomed te a blief in a

Neit t the freqoncy of divor among be , the theoretic equality of ail men which nowhere

grave t scandai t the carlosnoen a mn g usth existe, mno imagine that authirity is oly te be
graes shcaenagsteesnessarrd arthe levty derived from the consent of equals. This maywith which engageme nto marry are broken be true of the bodv politic, but it is in no sense
off and set sidle. A contract to marry which tu fprta ile h ebro ala
bas not beencancelled bymutualcoisentof bath rue f spirituale hios Thi fMomb.re hPruen
parties to it is really as fatal a bar to the mar. ment may derivoele antority t.ro i4e con

riage of either with another, s though the sot derive hie authority freom the. clergy t hise
m arriag e had been consu m m ated. If, inetead do ocese, nor th e p arish priest his auth ority fro
of that solemn farce known as an action for dioce, ner the parih pet hi athority frea
breach of promise of marriage, the defaulter ath mmbers of i congregaton. If souala
were held te be barred from marriage with a authority is derived froi bolo, spiritual ha-
third party, the reform would be à6 most sala. tority is a wyb dorived frein abome. If, thran.
tary one. fore, thenre i tae b. an eder in faily lite, any

Now, although the consent of the parties, obedience due d renderedtie atheority 
formally and publiciy stated, plays a very im. ath ord am e representative f the Divine
portant part in the conception aid in the struc- authority, mueat be drived not from the consent
ture of the marriage offtue, yet the mutual de. cf those boneath, bte efoe gift et the power

claration which followts the charge treference ome toy herfore, d eo the woman

te any known impediment cannot be taken m promise t oby her hutband-et as ielding
constituting the essence and gist of the service. romething ahioh might b. witbeld, but as
The declaration---couched, be it noted, in the recognieing an autoritay whih demande obf.

Inuire~~~~~~~~ tn-itiervvgrprenietlnce. Tu regard marriago ai the union of
future tense-is the rurviving representive of onasi ete nacodnewt oitr
the ancient betrothal-ormerly a separate equal is noiLh iu âceordauce with Soriptur
.ervice-and thongh now incorporated a the cr with the Presyrbhok.
marriage offlue, is still paroly introductory. oWith the reet etLe ervioe, whieh is he-
This is obvions froin what folle wa. Aithough after pnrely onù of benediction, we are eoorcely
the parties to be married have nautuaUy de- Dow concerned. 1Ih may be added, however,
clared their consent, yet after that * · %h .rt that they greatly err wh thk they do wel
inquires, ' Who giveth this wqmaa to e mar- to .mbark upon life ogethor mn$hont ,*o
ried inplving tbat sh:ie still in the power Church'a bleaing, and witbout recognioi

of some oe.Other than her hasband. The ides o theolybimtate triofY tYpéi anda wo
seem.to be this. The.wonans Laess 2 gid of the sublimeat traUma 'f the spisilaie vord-
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