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i fatare. The sam of $30 & month was offer- | face. But this, t00, represents the wonderfol followers but reiterate their utterances. ~Can
the stripling orator, or man of God burdened

od if the Diocesan fund would guarantee a sum
of $20 a month in addition.

Nrw WestminisTer.—Holy Trinity.—On
July 17tb., some of the children of the Holy
Trinity Church, N. W., gave an entertainment
in aid of the Bell Tower, which was very well
attended. '[he first part of the programme
opened with a chorus, sung by girls, followed
by resitations and songs. A great deal of the
success was owing to the kind help of Miss
Maggie Kay and Miss Blanche Millard.  The

erformance was repeated with equal success,
on the following evening. The children also
gave, daring the week, a Raspberry Festival,
making altogether ciose on $30.

CONTEMPORARY CHURCH OPINION.

_Tho NV.Y. Sun, says :—

By the law of the Episoopal Church, and ac-
cording {o tho religious theory generally, the
marriage of the Duke of Marlborongh and Mrs,
Hamersley was, therefore, in direct violation
of the Scriptural command ; was no valid mar-
ringo at all in the sight of God ; and lawsof
the State permitting the new contract are in
sinful corflict with the Divine prohibition.
Accordingly, no Episcopsl olergyman, from
Bishop DPotter down to the humblest and poor-
est, was found willing to sot the seal of
the Church’s approbation upon such a union.
But 2 Baptist minister had no scruples about

erforming the religious ceremony, and many
E‘rotastant minisiers of other churches than
the Epiascopal would have been elated at the
opportunily of praying cver the union of two
persons so exalted in title and wealth.

Yet thereis a great outery in these very de.
nominations and among these very ministera
against our divorce laws, as subversive of
Scripture, and the sacreduess of the marriage
rolation. They got up leagues and sign peti-
tions to Congress in favor of a Federal divorce
law that shall be in strict accord with Script-
ure, but all the time they are blessing marriages
contracted in defiance of Scripiure,

We respect the devotion to principle in the
Episcopal Church, but what shall we say of the
others when their ministers, tempted by a fee
or influenced by fear or vanity, are so quick to
solomnizo marriages which, acc rding to their
own teachings, aro contracted in defiance of
the Divine law, and are therefore adulterous
unions merely ?

The Living Church says :—

So far as the increase of Bishops is a text,
the growth of tue Church of England and of
the other Churches represented in the Lam-
beth Conforence, has been in the last twenty
years vory remarkable. The whole number of
invitations sent out was, in 1867, 144, as
against 173 in 1878, and 209 in 1838. OF these
%76 responded in the first-named year, 100 in the
socond, and 142 in the third. In other words
tho Episcopato has been added to by 65 Bishops,
while tho number attending tho present con-
ferenco is noarly twico as great as in 1867.
This represents not only a very great growth
in tho Amsglican Communion and of the
Churches in affiliation with it, but it is a growth
in all parts of the world. Tne United Suates,
British Amerios, Indis, China, Africa, the
Sandwich Islands—these, togother with nearly
all lands on the habitable globe, were represent-

" ed in the conference. And think, too, what
avarious and full body of information is brought
together on a given subject, as for instance:
“Nativo Races and the Liquor Traffic,” when
it is spoken to by men as widely separated as
tho Bishops of Sierra Leone, Minnesota, Cal-
cutta, Central Africa, Sydney, Waiapu in Now
Zealand, to say nothing of the Bishops of Car-
ligle and Dablin. This is to give an epitome of
the subject for & large part of the earth’s sar-

growth and expansiveness of a Communion,
which nobody in these days talks about “dying
of dignity.”

The N.Y. correspondent of the Churchk Year,
Florida, writes:—

The Christian at Work which is, we believe,
Congregational in persuasion, is clamorons for
a national marriage and divorce law, as the
only check in our progress towardsSodom. It
says “then all marriages outside of the legal
requirements will be uniformly nuil and void,
and the present easy-divorce-essy-marriage-
again method of to-day will be done away
with. Im this matter we are going from bad
to worse every yesr.” We are disposed to say
Amen, though we think God's law shounld be a
suficient enactment. But if the threat of a
prison, will preservo our brethren without,
from giving sanction to unlawful marriages let
it come, though, as a rule, we are nov much in
favor of t0oo much paternal government, The
camel’s head once within the tent is likely to
be followsd by his body, and the civil anthor-
ity right to-day may be wrong to-morrow. Let
Cmrsar take care of his own affairs and make
the Church responsible for the laws of morality
and religion., But public sentiment is rapidly
crystallizing, and there is a growing anxiety
for the preservation of the family and home.
There is a Christian law for Christian people,
and its voice will be heard.

APOLOGETIC PREACHING.

——

Woe often meot with peoplewho blame the
average psrochial clergy for not dealing more
extensively in apologetic preaching. And it
is very popular nowadays for a minister of the
denominations to undertake with a confident
assurance the suppoged necessary harmonizing
of the Bible and Science, or the regulation of
the vexed question of the relations of Capital
and Labor, or the meeting of the Agnostic,
(with the Agnostic absent), and the demolish-
ing of his citadel, and destruction of his armor.

We say & minister of the denominations, be-
causc such are more addicted to the mode, but
Chuvch prieats also often indunlge in the same
kind of preashing. To such the baccalaureate
sermon of Rev. Dr. MeConuell in Hartford, and
an article by Bishop Coxe in the Homiletic
Monthly for June might prove profitable read-
ing.

There is no question but that such preaching
is popular, and the man who so indulges is con-
sidero i to be alive to the tendencies of the day,
bat after all the real questions are: Does this
class of sexrmonizing accomplish its snpposed
end ? Ismuch preaching the kind that the
pastor isset to give? Or does such instruec-
tion serve to feed the soups with the Bread of
Life, and build them up in the verities of the
Christian faith ?

We are xeady to admit that the tendency to
thie olass of preaching, and the desire for it is
in part at least a healthy symptom of the day.
It is proof that the minds of men are looking
to the Charch as the 011y agency that can an-
swer the puzzles and set right the inequalities
of the day and that the Yhurch also is waking
to a senss of her mission, and is prepared to bear
the responsibility and its consequences. But
because the Church must do this, does it follow
that every clergymar is equipped for the special
task, or that apologetics 18 the best pabulam
for the somls that are foed week by week by the
same hand in the same congregation ?

As a matter of fact infidelity, scepticism, or
discontent that antagonizes Christianity speaks
always throngh the mouth of its best champion.
Men trained in dialectics, equipped with kaow-
ledge, often enthusiastic with an honesty of

purpose, enunciate the claimed new traths, their

with the ceaseless care of many souls, devote
the time necessary for an equal equipment on
the spaecial topic ? Can the average man of
learning meet and conguer the specialist in his
peculiar field? Too oftem we believe the hand
of doubt is strengthemed, aud the cause of
divine truth brought into contempt, by over-
zealous attempts of these champions, who reck-
on not the peculiar training of their foe. One
Devid there was that slew the Giant with a
stone; it is not promised, (nor does experience
prove it true) that to half-prepared champions
is given the victory as a r-ule.

In all cases where defimite assault is made
upon thé Church of God, there iz need of =a
champion, but that chammpion should be as
thoroughly furnished ashis opponent. Every
priest is not called to his work.

So too the agsumption that doubt is prevalent
in the congregation, is both unfair and untrue.
Of the people who attend Charch, the majority
have not seriously doubted, and are in need of
the positive comforts, and encoursgements of
the Christian faith., To many a youthful
mind, the first thonght of mncertainty hascome
from the suggestions of the pulpit-effort to an-
nihilate doubt. And were doubters more nume-
rous than they are, the pea.ce of those who come
for Christian nutrition should not be sacrificed
to the captious requirements of the few. OFf
old “the common people heard Him gladly”
and “because He spoke as one that had autho-
rity.” The office of the pastor in the pulpit is
still as of yore to declare the positive veritics
of the Word of God, not hedged about by
“peradventures, and perhaps,” but positively,
tenderly, simply as did thesaiuts of old. It is
the old human nature that still needs Christ.
Men are still burdened, care worn, heavy laden;
changes and uncertainties are plenty enough
on every hand, they some to the Church as one
definite fixity, if that fails them if her doo-
trines have to be defended and apologized for,
then truly they aro “without hope and without
God in the world.”

So far as the world’s stoxy has gome it has
not been the giant apologists, great though the
debt of the Church is to them, that have
best ministered to the people’s needs, but
the patient man of God, simply cherishing his
flock.

So, too, while, thank God! the questions of
poverty and woe, of capital and labor, are at-
tracting great notice in the Church, yet it is
not the palpit thatis meeting them, but the
patient labor of men and womea consecrat.
ed unto God, who are silently permeating
the massses with the spirit of the Living
Christ.

We fear that to many of our brethren thesc
words may sound antiquated, and we know we
are treading on dangerous ground. But we do
believe that the relationship of the parish
priest to the doubter should not be in the pal-
pit but in private converse; that scientific
positions are not sufficiently fixed to admit of
“harmonizing,” for while we are constructing
our harmony the dogma of science has chang-
ed; that economic difficulti es offer to the parish
priest his best opportuni ty to apply Caristianity
in personal ministrations; =nd that the people
are as hungry for the old fashioned simplicity
of divine truth applied to their daily needs,
gins, experiences, as in any age before this.
And the apologists shonld be specially-equip-
ped champions, while the parish priest should
declare with unfaltering positiveness of convic-
tion and utterauce the olden verities sealed,
‘‘thus saith the Lord.”

And we are the more convinced of the cor-
rectness of this position by the witness of this
single fact: whilo youth and enthusiasm often
lead the priest to thiz apologetic warfare ex-
perience, which has seen s 3ssalt after assault
upon the citidal of God and notes the Church of
God still undisturbed as a oity set on & hill
(while her foes have perished), makes him



