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Then we must have lapsed agan into the land of dreams;
we awakened to hear the same manly voice say :

" Vou love me, yet you will not wait for me ! My dear
Freda, do you know that such love as that is not worth
striving for ?"

Female voice, pertly-" Nobody asked you to strive."
Alanly voice, hotly-" But I will, though. I shall work

hard, and possibly in a year or two your people will sec cause
to alter their opinion."

Strange female voice-" iy people have nothing te (o
with it."

M anly voice--" Wio influences you then ?"
Sirange female voice " Nyself. I amn not going to bind

my,'lf to a man for an indeînite period of time."
.\i anily voice, sarcastically-" Vet, according t gyour lights,

you love me !"
Sitrange female voice-" Conceit
Silence of aiboî ut a minute, then this elegant appeal to our

imagination

Sirange feinale voice-" )on't."
Nlanly voîice, pleadingly-" Please
Strange female voice, decidely- 'Certainly not
Manily voice, persistently " Ah yes
St range female voice--" No."
Mianly voice, laughing--"' 'ut, ut!
Strange feomale vice-" I tell you Ne-!"
Manly voice, unctuously-" I will. Iosiiv you shall

n1ot go utili yo11u consent.

Strange female voice -" I shall never consent.

Manly voice--" Tiien you must stop lere.'
Strange km voice "'1 shall scream!
\Vie ibis intere,ting, dalogue began ve wcre, as the

reader has been informîed, lying on ou r iback on the sandl
in a suiirowsy state. But tovards its close we i ecaene
wakeful and ou1r Io,ition altered. We raised ourselves îon
our elbow and t heîc Io our knees. Finally, unable to con-
trol our curiosity, we stood upright to behold the broad back
of Mr. Baines, and a small maiden with an expression of
laugiing protest on)i her face. We had a very brief glimpse
of the face, but it was a comprehensive one il stufficed to
tell il- that there was no pressing need for us to continue the
ru/e of a silent listener. Accordingly we turned and tied fron
the place. Two hours later our base companion rejoinedi us.
As lie had the grace to look guilty we forbore to express our
opinion.

Later the sane day, however, as we were bowling merrily
along before a not too fresh westerly breeze, Baines declared
himnself as follows :-

" What fools fellows are
The remark was apropos to nothing ; moreover it was a

sweeping condemnation ofthe species. We prepared to( (o
combat, but we did not rush wildly into the lists; we are
naturally cautions. We knocked the ashes out of our pipe
and enquired mildly:

"Why ?"'
Because they are so infernally reckless in wasting the

niost valuable commodity in life."
And what may that be ?' we demanded pugnaciously.
Time !" replied Baines tersely.

Ve stared at Iim iblankly and he proceeded
"Jist think of it !'We have only a few years to live and

we have so much to do. Everybody wants to do some-
tinog-at least everybody who has ambition or self-respect
does -yet we go on and on until at last it comes to us that
we have done nothing. that possibly we have not the ability
to dl anything. I know heaps of fellows like that. They
began just as I did : they dreamt vaguely of achieving some-
ibing some day but they wasted time-and they got irito
idle lhabits. Ilang it all, I believe it were better for a man
never to have been born than for him to be cursed with idle-
ness.

We abandoned our intention of debating the question
tlie position he took was too strong. We merely' nodded
our head and remnarked sagely

\Ve have heard all that before, dear boy !'
Vou never heard it from me," aflirmed Baines, with a

fervour that we had never before known himi to assume.
" No, possibly not," we said slowly-then added : "But

in all probability we shall hear itfrom youa dozen times in
the course of the next few years. Once a fellow begins to
talk in that strain he invariably reverts to it again and again.
His men friends say il is the bines, andi prescribe a cocktaili
his lady friends shake their heads quizzically and say he is in
love. It is bard to tell which is right and"

V on are a bulliy 0old idliot !" said Baines tersely, and witîh
that he relapsed into as sullen silence.

Baines is a young lawyer still, but his way of life has
changed ; he has scored more than one point in the game,
made several uîpward steps on the glorious but very rugged
hill. And you would never believe it if you knew how hard
he work-s. It is grind, grind continuallv- - there is no idle-
ness now.

And Freda ? She married a very ordinary chap last year.
Eaines made her a handsome present and was at the wed-
ding, loîoking as pleased as possible.

Ai ithis story-where is the point ? Alas, good reader.
'lis but a bald narration of facts ! When the writer confines
himself to facts he cannot always point a moral ; he cannot

pierce thie minds of men and analyze the inpuîlses which
enanate therefruom. Ile can only tell you that which all
may sece.

What impelled Baines to vork is a mystery known only
to himself, and what it was that-made him ipersist in his en-
deavours is aiso a mystery. A bald narration of facts never
deais in mysteries. If this particular one did. it wonuld
cease to be that which it takes pride in calling itself.
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A pretty fashion bas come in with regard to the , earing

of lace, which is now returning to favour very much for botih

day and evening costumes, and this is seen in the first

illustration. Deep basques are becoming so ver>y universal

that I fear they will degenerate into something very ordinary
after a time, as pretty novelties so often (lo. They now ap-
pear on most evening dresses, and the prettiest of theni are
composed of lace in a deep louncing. My little sketch
shows a toilette of " Ophelia"-coloured peau le soie-that
beautiful pale pinkish miiauve which is so favourite a hue of
the lovely Queen of Italy. It is made quite simply, being
plain in front in princess fashion, and the back may be car-
ried out also in this %1ay, if preferred; or the back-breadiths
may be gathered into a very narrow space on the lower part
of the princess bodice. The lace is worn as far as the side
seais in two basques, and instead of cutting it, may be

/abot/, or turned in zigzag folds down the side, either on one
or both sides, according to taste. The bodice may be filled
in with a drapery of lace folded across, or mouisseline de soie,
which is now preferred to chiffon, either of the colour of the
silk or of the creamy hue of real lace. It is finished off at
the edge with a narrow border of the sanie lace or passe-
menterie of silver, gold, or gimp of the mauve colour in silk
cord. The frilled sleeves are also of lace, and the feather
fan should be either of creamy white or palest mauve feathers.
The gloves should be in palest pearl grey kid, or in cream
suède. Ail gloves are nosv for evening wear either white or
the niost delicate shades of grey.

A dielightful idea, and one of which many a capab'lehers
lady who is at a loss for enmploynent might well aVai' tli
is that of a nousekeeping teacher. It is stated that e
with our advanced female education many a bride when
comwes face to face, after her wedding tour, with the
housekeeping duties of her home, finds herself terri)ly a

loss what to (o if she has not Ibeen previously well 'coach

Iby a mother or aunt in the necessary routine of an estal th
ment. There is a clever lady who appears to be born
the talent for arranging the working of a house in the
best way possible, for the happiness and comfort Of tq the

pants, and, what is so very important, according to-

imeans. She is apparently endowed with so much it
î1in modo, that neither mistress nor servants resent the

rather find a pleasure in following her suggestionls.

go comfortaly, regularly and smoothly, meals are

cooked and irreproachaly served, and the bridegroo -0
as so often happens, is only too ready to find fauI, 'tho
reason nor opportunity to show the seamy side of hi aig
over household contretemps. This worthy lady for2COUP
remuneration remains for a short time with the young.¡ctS
as a sort of visitor in no way de trop, for she never

her company on them unless specially invited. Havin ro e
instructed the young mistress, and established bthe P
working rules for the servants, she leaves, always c

gretted, for fresh fields of usefulness. Now what an o
this is for innumerable lonely women, who have.P hy
s(17aoir fai-e in domestic matters, and what bIlesUg iho

ladies
might prove to numbers of poor worried young ,-r te the
have not always had the chance of learning to nav1ga- 4

treacherous waters of household duty.' But whilst I 5"u

this new career for lonely iembers of my sex, I wuusablIe
them renember that there is one thing that is indisPeact
Iefore undertiaking this kind of work, they must have
consummate tact.

A tasteful Iudoir screen can Ie made very 1eas

dainty wedding or birthday present in the following we <

Iby those who are sufficiently good artists to paint o

well. Paint a pretty design of wysteria in oil, either ntoth
vas or the panels of frosted giass that are now mei.eroo
hrescreens so often seen in many a boudoir or drawing b
If of canvas, you must do two, and have them frae to
to-back in one of the ornamental bamboo screen franle15

had at any good furniture depôt. The colour Of the

should be exactly niatched in broad faille ribIon,Wbt
tied on one side of the top rail of the frame in highof the
ing loops, and a similar bow tied on the lower part

same, just Ielow the painting, with the same long ht'

these do not stand upright of theiselves, they Wnsttl ig il

ly wired. The loops vary from a quarter to ha'fori
length when made, and there should be at least f0 tt

of them. As a present for anyone living in, the. îtb

where things keep clean, it is very pretty to tie- e$
French model I am describing, and of which I bra¢
sketch next week-, if desired-into the top bo0w a

artificial wysteria, so as to repeat the idea of the
painting. 0f course any other flowers may be 0 se
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