213

and advantages. Though we did nat like that
our children should learn the Church Catechising
we were willing that they should feain ¢ the
teath asitis inJesus.>®  While we were unwiling
thatthey should remzin in the suburbs of Popery
~.that is, in Puseyisin, we were anxious that
they should live very near the Prophcts and
Apostlas ; and instead of being bronght up super-
stthous bigots, be brought up enlightened and hbe-
rat-minded Chiristians. [t seemed desirable that
we should have schools in connexion with our
own congregations, heeause this wonld produce
a greater degree ol interest, and wounld secure
more easy attendance, and more perfect manage-
ment.  Butin these we do nat oppuse others,
but onlyjco-operate with them, and udvance alon s
in parallel lines, like the several divisions of the
yame army, aiming to drive before us the enemy,
—ignorance and vice and wretciedness.  And
when we coasider what our Episcopalian breth-
ren bave been doing, and what onr Wesleyan
friends have been voing, and what the Confercnce
of our own boly, bolden in London, is doing, and
what is doing by many of our own communitics
in vatious parts of our country, surcly we could
not avoid asking, © Lord, what will thon have
me to do?”? and ta say, « Speak, Lasd, for thy
servant heareth.”” It will not be expected that
I should enter into details : there are several re-
solutions which will explain these, and which
are lo be snbmitted for your approbation. .

One thing I must notice--money will be re-
quired, a great deal of money will be required,
and a great deal of money must be obtained ; and
a great deal of money can be obtained, and will
be obtained, if we a:e alive to the subject. Oh,
if we could but induce persons to give up need-
less hoarding and extravagant expenditure; if
we could induce persons in genteel life, and who

: poss»ss property, o be satisied with (he decent
distinctions from the vulgar, without being car-
ried away by the pride of life; what resources
should we have sufficiznt for all the demands of
civil and sacred charity ! O my dear friends,
remember that many eyes will be upon you (his
evening, Remember that this is a pecaliae ap-

lication, that it will not be repealed, and that
you will have {hfee years to pay what you may
engage this evening to give. We hope, there-
fore, you will be disposed liberally. Oh, you
know not what good you may accomplish by your
endeavours. You may prepare some lo sustain
and cherish their old wrinkled parents in their
declining years. Soine will wo forth members
of civil society, and will be useful there ; others
will become honourable members in our Christian
church ; and some will become preachers of the
everlasting Gospel.  Oh what has been said of
education! Oh what may be acecomplished by
education! Oh how it liheralizes men’s minds!
Oh how it dignifies them ! Oh how it not only
blesses them, but makes them blessings !

Now, example is sometimes better than precept,
and an intence better than declamation. 1 knew
a lad (yov may depend upon the truth of what [
am going to say—for, alas! on this occasion [
fear inany things are not accurately stated) ]
knew a lad, born in a small village, moviag in
humble life, with no prospect of surpassing any
of his fellows. A minister saw him, and con-
versed with him, and took him from his obscnrity,
and educated him; aad the lad hecame aprench-
er, and preached a thonsand sermons before he
was of age, and preached to large multitudes in
various places; and then he became the pastor
of a church for fity-three years; and also during
hig time he became the author of various works,
which have had large circulation at home and
abroad, and by which 1.e may be rendered useful
when he is removed from heace. Now, [ knew
such a lad ; and this lad is the Chairman who
now addresses you. (Applause.) Perhaps il
will hot he impropec here also {o state that this
lad of whom we have been speaking, and who
owes so much (o gratuitous education, has desired
me this evening to put down his name for £50—
(loud applause)—only wishing that he was able
to double the sum, but cheeclully yielding this as
a grateful acknowledgement to God, and to en-
eourage you in your’work. But thisis not all.

I wish onr good friend, Mr. Mansford, conld
have been here— (applanse)—but bisz indisposi-
tion prvents him. With that readiness, how-
ever to every good word and work which alwys
distinguishes him, he has consented to give us
the ground on which to build, the value of which
is between three and four hundred pounds.

THE CHRISTIAN MIiRROR.

(L.oud applause.) 1 hope his zeal will stir up
many, and that you will cousider one another, to
provoke one another to love and good works.
Do not consider yourdelves bound by any weak
resolutions and cngagemen's you made before
you came here: and let me remind you azain,
that many eyes will be upon you this evening —
that this a very peculiar application—that it is
not to be repeated —and that you will have a
long time in order to make it good.

CORRESPONDENCL,

THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.
Letrer XIX.
StaJECT IN DiscussioN: The GENERAL ScoPk
and BrariNg, on the Question, of the Lpistle to
the Ramans.

To rux Eptror o tur Contstian Misron. ®

St,— Resnming the thread of onr review of
the eleventh chapter, we remark, of our inspired
apostle, that—

I. He arcues Tur ract,of the future national
conversion of the Jews, fiom the following cir-
cumslances of their case *—

L. Tuar Gov 11an LONG LOVED AND APFRGVED
ok TiEM § ver 2, 55 Gad hath not cast gway his
people, which he forehnew.’®  This, as an able
critic observes, is a frequent signification of the
word ¢<know,” in the Holy Scriptures. It is
not ditlicult to show how this rendering agrees
with ils use in ch, viii. 29.  But it is not neces-
sary to our present argument {n discuss thatpeint.
Whatever be the signification which may be ap-
plied to it, it is evident St. Paul assizns as a rea-
son in favour of his arzument, that they were a
¢ people which he foreknew.®>  Awnd even should
we differ in our opinions as to the meaning of

that pasticular expression, it is cnough for our .

purpose, that he intended to urge it as a reason,
which, rightly understood, threw a frown on the
itlea of the absolute and eternal rejection of his
nation ; ¢¢ God forbid 7

2. That in theiv most deploratle candition of
weneral apostacy and moral alienation, Jenovan
HAD BREN KNOWN YET T0 110LD THE KATION FAST
LY A NUCLKOUS OF FAITHFUL INDIVIDUALS ; lo
instance in the days of the prophet Elijah, who
had imagined himself to be the only irividual
ot his penple who at that time feared God. Yet
cven then there were seven thousand individuals
“ known unte God,” as his true worshippers.—
Very general, and apparently universal ungodli-
ness, therefore, was no cuflicient pronf of an
absolute national abandonment of God ; ver. 2
to 4.

3. Tuat Gob HAD ALSD, THEN, AT THAT TIMF,
WIEN THE APOSTLE WROTE, ‘@ remnant’® AMONG
THEM, “according to (he clection of grace ;
ver, 8, 6. By ¢ the clection of grace,” we have
seen we have lo understand salvation according
s the principles of the Gospel: Christ, ¢ the
foundalion-stone’® :—actual rest on that founda-
tion, when distinctly apprehended:—in all other
cases, a moral tendency, by the grace of God,”
in th_t direction,

Characters of that class, Jehovah refuses not
to denaminate ¢ his people ;> Acts xviii. 9, 10:
« Y have stycH Proerw in this city.”’ ‘There
were neither godly Christians nor angodly Jews
but individuals in a state, so to speak, of woral
transition from Judaism to Christianity. They
were under the teachings and drawings of the
Holy Spirit, yielding and advancing as thcir
¢« lenowledge’ progressed 5 and they were thus in
the very state for them to ““grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ,” On this account, St. Paul might well
calculate, by the divine blessing, on the happiest
success.atiending his apostolical ministry among
them ; 1 John iv, 6.

it will not he denied that,now, % cven al the
present lime, also, there is a remnani,” jn the
Jewish nation, of ¢ people’® of this class. And
this is lo us, as it was to St. Paul, no small
ground of encouragement in llge use of mcans,
and in the hope of « greater things thun these.”
See aleo Isaiah, chapter vi., verse 13,

4, Tuar Gop COULD EASILY RECOVER THEM,
AS A NaTioN. No decree of Heaven had been
passed against such an exercise of mercy.—
There was no impossibility io their case; verse
23.

5. THAT THEW REGOVERY To GoD T8 un{
MORE PROTABLE THAR WAS GENTILK CONVERSION.

et e et —
In 1 Thess. i. 9, St. Panl reviews, with grateful
and adaring surprise, the dithicult process of
pagan conversion,  §lis words ave, < And how
ye turned o God—from ilols, to serve the living
and {rue God ! In this chapter he intimates
there was now nn such forbidding difliculty in
the way of Jewish recovery to God. ¢ If thou
wert graffed contrary to narure into a good olive
{reey how murel more shall these which be the nalu—
rel breaches be grafled into their own olive tree !
ver. 21 .

6. Trnar Goo AP BEGUN T0 PREPARE AN IN-
STRUMENTALITY to promote the convession of the
Jewish nation; ver. 11, & rather salvotion is
come unto the Gentiles, (o provoke them to jea-
lousy.”?

7. That, in the arder of means, God has de-
signed, ( ooner or later in (he ‘sacred process,)
that Tug FCLL RFCEPTION OF THE COSPEL AMONG
ritk GEsTILes, SHALL RestLT in the conviction
and conversion of the entire Jewish nation § ver,
23, << Blinduess in part hath kappened io Israel,
until the fulness of the Gendiles be come in»

8. That this was the real and ultimate signifi-
cation of the Old Testament prophecies concern-
INg THE CONSUMMATION 0F MEssiai’s WORK ox
EARTI; ver. 26, < dnd so oll Israd shall be sav-
ed i us il is writleay, There shull come out of Zion
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness
SJrom Jucob.”?

9. ToaT TiIS WAS THE CHIRF BLESSING 8B
1CURED TO THE JEWISH NATION, BY THE TERMS OF
ik OLp CoveNant; ver. 27, « For this is my
covenant unto them, WHEN 1 SHALL TAKE
PAWAY THEIR SINSP' As though the Holy
Spitit had said, ¢ Those persons do not under-
stand my covenant with the Jews, who deny
that | have engazed, at lensth, to make them
“a holy people I* 2

10. Tuar Gev sTiLL REGARDED THEM WITH
COMPASSIONATE INTERUST 3 ver. 28, % As louch=
ing the clection, they are beloved, for the father’s
sukes.”

11. That the Old Covenant promises of gospel-
grace to the Jewish nation, shall never be re-
versed 5 ver 29, « For the gifts aud calling of
God are without repentance.”’  Speaking alter
the manner of men, the Almighty is said to re=
pent, when he changeth thut which he hath
done. ‘Thus, it repented him that he had made
Saul kinz of Iscael; (1 Sam. xv. 11)and the
privileges of the throne were, in conscquence,
taken away from him and his posterity. Great
principles of the Divine goverminent were here
mvolv.:dy and ¢ the Judge of all the earth? up-
held his law ! His engagements with « Abra-
ham and his seed” are of a character which will
not interfere with the individual free-agency and
respousibility of any wan. And hence they will
never be cancelled.  Age after age shall roli
away, ¢uring which the unbelievers of [srael
will'sin and suffer, reject Jehovah, and be of
Him: eternally rejected § until at length a nation~
al reformation be produced, and a zeneration
« shall be created which shell preise the Lord.*?
Psal. cii. 1S.

The woids of the learned Carviy, on this pas-
sage, ate much (o the purpose :—¢The ¢gifis
vend calling? here are put tor the benefit of il ;
i:md of that ciilling whereby God did adopt the
posterity of Abraha.y; and not of every particu-
dar calling.  For of Liis the dispute is held here s
rthat the yet rejeeted Jews might be encouraged
ito turn to the Lard, That ancienl covenunt
which he male long agzo with Abraham wis
suchy as that he would never alter ity throngh
srepentance @ and therefore lie was not so averse
from them his posterity now, but he would re«
ceive them to giuce aml favour again.?— Calvin
in loc.

12. That the design of God, in his diversity of
dealing with both Jews and Gentiles, was 9us
LARGLS I POSSIELE EXTENSION OF SAVING BENEFIT
o norn those classes of wankind respectively ;
ver, 32, ¢ [or Cod hath concluded all in unbe-
liefy tha! he might have aercy upon all;”? on
wuich Scriptare the venerable WesLwy thus re-
marks : —¢¢ Sullering exciy in theie tarn to revolt
from him, Fist God sullered the Gentiles in
the catly ages to revolt, ami took the family of
Abraham as a pecaliar seed to himself.  After-
werds he permitted them to fall through unbelief,
and took in the believing Gentites.  And he did
even this, ta provoke the Jews to jealousy, and
to bring them also in the end to faith! This
was traly a mystery in the divine conduct;




