
Tie Introdudion af a Refident Proteftant Epifcopaçy into Aiterica. i
procured her a particular degree of refpea and notice, from a quarter where
fhe had not been favoured withmuch ofeitherforfoine timebefore. The
American war, which, from inward andl artfully-fomented mur.murings, had
at lan broke out into open revolt, and had bcen carried on for fome years:
with various fucccfs between Britain alórie, and her rebellious colonies,
fupported by France, Spain and Holland, had, in fpring, 178', terminat-
cd in a peace, by which Britain gave up her fovereignty over thefe colo-
nies, and fully ack.nowledged and ratified the independence which they
had already affumed to themfelves, under the new title of "' The Thirteen.
United States of America."' This conceffion ofneceffary policy diffolved the
eRlablifhed conneaion which had hitherto fubfifted between the Epifcopal.

pev-ople in Ainerica and the Bifhop of London, who had.always been, by
appointment and pra&ice, the proper Ordinary of the Epifcopal Church
there, but could no longer now be fubmitted to by them in that chara&er.
And as the United .States had found it for their interet to grant an univer-
fal liberty of confcience to all profellions, without preference to any by
way of enlablifhment, the Epifcopal' ciergy, thus left to themfelves, and;
defritute of any Superior, began to look about liow to get this fundamental
defea removed, and have' their now orphan church duly organized, in
fuch a forn as they believed effential to her being, -and might find confift-
ënt with the civil con fitution of their new government.

In this important undertaking, the clergy in the province of Conne&i..
cut, who had long been a numerous body, took-the lead; and having, af-
ter mature deliberation, pitched upon Dr. Samuel Seabury, one of the mif-
fionaries from the Society. for Propagating Chriflian Knowledge, as a clergy-
man, in their unanimous judgment, every way qualified for the Epifcopal
funEtion, and who had been one of the fuffering loyalifis during the late
war, they 'fent him over to their old mother Church of England, with
proper atteffations of his charaaer and qualifications, and- earneftly fuppli
cating the Prelates of that flourifhing church to take pity upon their defo-
late flate, and give them a Bilhop in the perfon of this worthy brother, to
be a fpiritual father to them for governing them in the mean time, and for
the great work of continuing a regular minifhry to poflerity in time to corne.
Upon the Do&or's arrival in England, and prefentinghis credentials, 'the,
Englifh Prelates received him very gracioufly, but required time to*confid-
er in what way the obje of his journey might be beft accomplifhed. The
bufinefswas new, and out of the ufual.line-oftheir. procedure hitherto, in
the performance of this diftinguifhing part of their high office. They faw
the expediency of the meafure propofed, but wifhed to have fomè prelimin.,
aries adjufted, and brought as near as poffible to their own Rfated forms,
without which, they were at a lofshow to aa confiftently with that regard
which they owed to the flanding praaice of their church, and the fria
conneaion fubfifting in Englandbetween the civil and ecclefiafnical confti-
tution.

In this fRate of fufpence, which neceffarily lafted many months, the:canè
didate begani ta weary of fo long a delay, and fuch a continuing uncertainty,
as the former was not convenient for his own fituation, nor the latter-fuitai.
ble to the. expeaations of his ernployers,; therefore having .known before:
that there was a continued fucceffion of Bifhops in Scotlaid;. and fndingy
where he then .was, no obje&ion tosthe vàlidity:of their Epifcopal ,powers,.


