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procured her a particular degree of refpet and notice, from a quarter where.
the had not been favoured with much of either for fome time béfore. The
American war, which, from inward and artfully-fomented murmurings, had
at la®t broke out into open revolt, and had been carried on for fome years:
with various:fuccefs between Britain aléne, and her rebellious colonies,
fupported by France, Spain and Holland, had, in fpring, 1783, terminat- .
cd in a peace, by which Britain gave up her fovereignty over thefe colo--
nies, and fully acknowledged and ratified the independence which they
had already aflumed to themfelves, under the new title of ¢ The Thirteen.
United States of America.”” Thisconceflion ofneceflary policy diffolved the-
eftablifhed conneftion which had hitherto fubfifted between the Epifcopal.
prople in America and the Bifhop of London, who had.always been, %y-
appointment and prattice, the proper Ordinary of the Epifcopal Church
therz, but could no longer now be fubmitted to by them in that charater,.
And as the United States had found it for their intereft to grant an univer-
fal liberty of conf{cience to all profeflions, without preference to any by
way of eftablifhment, the Epifcopal ciergy, thus left to themfelves, and:
dettitute of any Saperior, began to look about how to get this fundamental !
defc& removed, and have:their now orphan church duly organized, in
fucli a form as they believed eflential to her being, and might find confift-
ént with the civil conflitution of their new government. A ,
In this important undertaking, the clergy in the province of Conneti-
cut, who had long been a numerous body, took-the lead; and having, af-
ter mature-dcliberation, pitched upon Dr. Samuel Seabury, one of the mif-
fionaries fromthe Society for Propagating Chriftian. Knowledge, as aclergy- -
man, in their unanimous judgment, every way qualified for the Epifcopal
funftion, and who had been one of the fuffering loyalifts during the late
war, they Tent him over to their old mother Church of England, with
proper atteftations of his charatter and qualifications, and carneftly fuppli- -
cating the Prelates of that flourifhing church to take pity upon their defo-
late ftate, and give them a Bithop in the perfon of this worthy brother, to
be a {piritual fatherto them for governing them in the mean time, and for.
the great work of continliing a regular miniftry to pofterity in time to come. .
Upon the Doftor’s arrival in England, and. prefenting his credentials; ‘the,
Englifh Prelates received him very gracioufly, but required time to confid-
‘er in what way-the objett of his journey might be beft accomplithed. The
bufinels was new; and.out of the ufual line of their. procedure hitherto, in.
the performance of this diftinguifhing part of their high office. “ They faw
the expediency of the meafure propofed, but'wifhedto have fome.preliimin-,
aries adjufted, and brouglit as near as poffible to -their own ftated forms,
without which, they wereat alofshow to aft confiftently with that.regard
which they owed to the ftanding prattice of their church, and the {triék
conneétion {ubfifting in England between the civil and ecclefiaftical confti-
tution. - ‘ , ' E : o o
In this ftate of fufpence, which neceffarily lafted many months; the:cana-
didate began to weary.of fo long a delay, and fuch a continuing uncertainty, -
asthe former was not convenient for his own fituation, northe latter fuita-
bleto the expeflations of his employers; therefore having Known .before:
that there was a continued {uccefflion of Bithops in Scptl,ah’d; and:finding;-
where he then was, no obje&ion to.the validity:of their Ep,ifcogal;apowzs,,, ;
: ~ C : whit.
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