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FOR THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

N BOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY.~—No. IV.

Tﬁ:.hi‘ number I shall endeavour to illustrate the Doctrine of the
,m;'y by an analogy taken from natural objects. But first I will
not dVOux- toanswer an ohjection which is frequently made, and though
wty Ways in the precise terms in which 1 shall state it, yet always so
Wing ¢ Fesolvable into it; for all anti-trinitarians charge on the doc-
¢ the Proper notion of three Gods.
thyed . EXplain te me how three Gods can be one God, and one God
‘b‘:’e Geds withont there being more Gods than one. For you assert
g the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God;
) dyet there are not three Gods, but one God.”
%".‘" Your method of stating the objection is a direct slander on the
tigy or¢ Of the Trinity, and generally intended to invelve & contradic-
Yer of which we were never tigl-nilty. You are well aware thgg lwe !_1:};
t pt to explain how these things are. We never meddle w2
‘li\e Mode or mamu!')r of the existence ang; subsistence of the three di-
&:: Persons in the Trinity, in one spiritual being, nature and sub-
ﬁw"e: and we have adopted the word person to signify the distinc-
Qfstf‘"‘ the want of a better ; and even in this we have the anthority
T e i o ot s g e T oo ek e
2\ Wi
¢ different men. §g:ch man has his g’v’vn substance and think-
wuoy PPeratus.  But the union of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost is
m‘ch* that one cannat think or de what the others do not think and do
{i:w'“: and thus the proper attributes of Deity are fully and equally
‘N’:oh Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; while these, in some respects,
it ; t the same. We content ourselves by stating the doctrinal fact
v;.,ﬁ"“ neral accordance with the language of Soriptare : and sinoe
"hiczd the perfections, and actions and claims of the Deiry with
& ‘n:'e };;f m(a}iis f?q:::!nmg inl;}fiscrimil:imzl ascribgd to Fatther:
ll.: mﬁbﬂeg in diﬂ';rent ;:ssazesrigu::cl{ of etmin;:gw:::nsa:s
foey > @ God ; and moreover find the three names, in one gense, per-
i!l..{, £ ouvertible terms, and carrying under each the precise abstract
’mv,h’ Perative almighly power, eisdom and goodness, we humbly
the v .the. record which God hath given,” and reverently worship
fang, th::;ty- in Unity and Unity in Trinity. And you cannot but con-
threg o0 if y:o we}l;g tl:) select an object of worship from among the
, in Y Joct € - .
WA i hope. s maks the leation o ain the ot
g, ﬁ:"_:omzl actions by which we are affected, and the personal
d the ions made by them towards a personal intercourse with us,
) .':‘frmnal good dome to us by these three persons under thejl‘
the thre mes and characters, as'I have pointed out to you in
g:n P nuzbf; ==L say, you cannot but confess that
be; ER must onl in the selection. For if we worship
b ;"é 0'::10 zloe;_ us good, and include in the worship the person who
,,,:“‘iut p;":'. 17}; uus'rml;e gle cas}ol, since te‘v)ery Ig;mg is possesse
N "Onalily, and all worship must be paid to a perren or
Contt); aad since the Seripture forbidg us to woz]'):iaip Godp;ithout a
Deotiy, and distinet reference to the person and the personal aclions
_ ':tn ch‘::" *elves, of the * enc Mediator between God and men, THE
GW it folll:.:m’ "1 Tim.ii. 5, that is; “ thromugh Jesus Christ our
to:d"t all migr S 8 A necossary eonsequence, that we eaunot worship
ek ow'lm"hm deing it in and through the person of the * Media-
"X by ¢ 0rdand Saviour” Bot.the worship of God in, through
Py )k“of Pemonal interposition or mediation (standing mid-way be-

{if g -oreslure, is rigidly forbidden as idolatry : and hence
T parsen ol Jesus Chuist is. not truly and properly the per-

.and what I shall answer when I am reproved.—Han ii. 1.

0n of God, the New Testament abeolutely prohibits the worship of
God Alm:ghtx, and eetablishes pure idolatry! For the person of a
Piece of wood is as good a vehicle or means o comveying our prayers
and worship to the person of God as the person of any creature what-
ever. To ““win Christ and de Sound im him” {rhil. iii. 8, if he be
not God, is no better than to win, and be found in, a graven image.
Andif the Holy Ghost be a creature, David might as well have prayed,
Ps. li. 11, Take not Bethsheba from me, as to pray, ‘* Take not thy
Holy Spirit from me.”—¢ God, who hath commanded the light to shine
out of darkness,” saith Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 6, “ HATH SHINED in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the fuce of Ie-
$us Christ.”  (od hath shined ; but who is “the TRUE LienT which
lighteth every man that corzeth into the world ?’ Johni. 9. Why
should he shine in the face of Jesus Christ rather than in the face of
such a glorified being as gaid to St. John : < see thou do it not: I am
thy fellow-gervant : worship God ;” or of an other creature ?
© are satisfied that no creature can * find out God to perfection,”
bt o the works peculiar to him ; and therefore we believe the doc-
tu:e ' question, instead of seeking to be assured that the divine na-
k © cannot, somehow, exist in a threefold manner. Before we can
now this, we must possess infinite wisdom. But you, because you
:ﬁ“'}“ Subject the substance of the divine incomprehensible nature to
© nspection and unmistaken cognizance of human reason, proudly
t:lllly s possxblhfiv. You assume as certain that of which you ar2 te-

Y Jgnorant, and then pretend to draw infallible conclusions from it.

Ot make the properties of something known your measure of com-
Eimson n arguing upon the nalure of Him who dwelleth in inaccessi-

fl seclusion from all the powers of observation, and has never manifes-
ted aught of himgelf but a few faint glimpses of the skirts of his gar-
Inents, (yet these enough to. make us “ wise unto salvation:”) and you
make your conclusions with as much confidence as if e whom you
presume to measure were as familiar to your conceptions, and as clear-
ly tllxe sulue_ct of demonstration as that measure by which you draw
the comparison. And thus going about to clear the Sciiptures of
myslery, and establish your own docirine, you involve the 8acred Vo-
lume in such contradictions as destroyits authority, and make it a book
of abeurdities instead of a lamp of truth.

Permit me now to furnish, in turn, a measure of comparison, and to
carry the comparison as far as we can find our way clearly, and no
farther. Here then is rain, here is hail, and here is snow. Are these
names, in all respects, conv-riible terms ; namely: is rain hail, or hail
SDOW, Or snow rain or hail? Does the name of one of them excite in
your mind all the precise ideas excited by the name of either of the
others? And yet, in your mind, can you separate from either of these
pames, when you think of its substarce, the abstract idea of water ? 1f
you take either of them into your warm hand, is not the idea of water
uppermost in your mind ? Anddo you not find three distinct persor-
lities under these three distinct forms or modes of the same
substance, each with its own relative -qualities? You can hardly
thinc of spow or ige without thinking of their consubstantial
#ameness with water : and you can hardly combine the idea of water
with that of cold weather withont thinking of snow and ice.

Here also are the distinctive names or appellations of Father, Son
and Holy Ghost, inseparably connacted with the object of faith in a
Bedeemer: Does the name of one of these persons neccssarily excite
n i),’Olll‘ mind all the nominal or personal ideas excited by the name of
either of the others ? Certainly not; neither does it confound allthe
ideas of them, as if they were applicable to one person only. But yet
the name of each excites relative. ideas of the ethers; which ideas are
inseparable from the idea of salvation by “ God our Saviour.” The
appellation of Father excites the relative idea of Son; that of Son,
the relative idea of Father ; and that of the Holy Ghost the relative
idea of both, because he is both the Spirit of God and the 2irit of
Ciirisi.  Bat also the recorded attributes,-and actions, and rela -of
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