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ANSWER TO ‘'‘ A NEW YEAR'S
) MESSAGE."”

I hold your message in"my hand.
A message sweet to me,
‘Wherein yoa promise me yourlove
To all eternity.
You want to know your answer now,
If foy or pain your part, :
.Auvd whether 1as well as you
*.Am pierced by Cupid's dart ?

O darling, you can little te]l
How much Ilove you now ;

To you for ever faithful be
Is my fand sacred vow:

Could I but press your hands in mine,
And give you for your own

This heart—this life that lives for you,
Aud fur the past atone.

O love, what joy would then be mine
An ocean wide of bliss,

A perfeot sense of calm and rest,
All centred in a kiss!

A joy so deep, so vast, 80 great—
A joy for me alone

To know that you love me so well,
And want me for your own.

- Though, dear one, youare far away,

And leave me here alone,

Yet Iam sare for more than this
‘The future will atone ;

‘When you and I shall meet again,
And meet to part no more,

O, then shall all forgotien be
The time our hearts were sore |

1f months would only hasten on,
And fleet this glad New Year,
'Twould jojn our lives in oue, and bring
@ur happiness quite near;
So this the answer that I send,
'Tis all that I may say—
To me the best that time can bring
‘Wiil be our wedding-day !

FLORANCE.

THE FAMOUS BABY ELEPHANT.
BARNUM'S WINTER QUARTERS AT BRIDGEFPORT,
~ CONN.

A right royal infant hos been born to the
Monarch of Showland. A princess comes to

gladden the heart and exchequer of King Bar-
num, and Her Royal Highness the Princess

- Elephantina, is as thriving a young elephant as

ever promised to blow her own trumpet. The
measurements of the youngster were as follows :
From the end of the hip to the end of the trunk,
four feet; length of trunk, seven inches;

“height, two -feet six inches : circumference,

thirty-eight inches ; length of fore-leg to first
joint, four inches; to second joint, eleven in-
ches ; and from there to the top of the shoul-
der, fifteen inches ; circumference of the foreleg,
sixteen inches. 1t was peifectly formed : even
the lump at the end of its tail was covered with
black, bristly hair about four inches long, and
its hide and bair looked and felt very much hke

- that of a black pig. The weight was 146 lbs.

The trunk seemed to be the object of special in-
terest and amuseméut. [t seemed to be ona
perpetual exploring expedition, aud was always
followed by the rest of the body. As stated, it
was seven inches long, quite large at th- top
and rapidly growing smaller towards the tip.

Notwithstanding her weight, 146 pounde, she
is perfectly formed, sleek aud handsome, with a
little calla-lily-like trunk on oneend and a ta‘l
to match on the other. When she lies down
she exhibits four of the pretiiest, mest esthetic
little feet, 1esembling for the world four beauti-
ful, well.defined sunflowers. Mr. B.rnum was
asked for a valuation: ‘““Obh, ness | she
(for it is a female) is invaluable. Why, 1
wouldn’t take a hundred thousand dellars for
her. [ have been offered already a thousand
dollars & week for her by New York parties, but
I waut her myself.” Oné year's insurance of
$300,000 has Deen effected on the little thing's
lif+, the premium amounting to fifty-two thou-
sand dollars, which was promptly paid.

Her Majesty the Queen is as full of dignity as
becomes the situation. If occasionally a little
irritable, she must be excused on the ground. of
maternal anxiety, and the gentlemen of King
Barnum’s Court have not been over anxious to
come within reach of either her tail or her pro-
boscis, Her Mujesty will permit no stranger

to approach the royal infant, and on a recent

occagion, as one of the men who belong to the
company, but not to this department, was as-
Sisting the trainer to hold the Laby, the Queen

not likiug the proceeding, hit him a severe blow
on the head that sent lus hat spinning across
the ring. She keeps constant guard of her
::bt);"l‘)fte" feeling for her with h: r toot, trunk

il.

““ Queen,” tiie mother of the babe, is twenty-

three years . 1d, weighs 6,800 pounds, and is an’

Indian elephant. The father, Chieftain, is nine
feet four inches tall, weighs 8,800 pounds, and
1s a huge Ceylon elephant aged about twenty-
€ight years.

When the consolidation of Barnum's show
and Baxle_y & Hutchinson’s * London Circus”
oceurred in the autumn of 1880, it was found
?‘fcem"y to build, at a cost of $200,000, a
T;xnt‘” quarters for the monster entertainment.
.- 1€Te Was no building in New York adequate
M 8ize in which to store the trains of cars,
thirty.three golden chariots, long array of
Wwaggons, vans and dens, piles of velvet, broad-
cloth, gold-lace and bullion-trimmed wardrobe
and paraphernalia, used em route in summer for
exhibition purposés ; and the twenty-two ele-
phants, ten giraffes, twenty camels and hun-

reds of antelope ammals, yaks, sacred cattle
and the more dangerous beasts which it is ne-
cessary to restrain b hind stout steel bars. Ten
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{ acres of ground belonging to Mr.- Bunum, in

the suburbs of Bridgeport, were selected, archi
tects made -plans, and artisans went promptly
to work, and when the two shows finished their
respective successful seasons they were speedily
domiciled and sately housed in the new baild.
ings, which had risen like magic before the
wondering cyes of the Bridgeporters. It is
stated that nowhere in the world can thers be
found such a complets, - capacious and. perfect
show-quarters,  which stand in fuli view of the
railway, furnishing a rare sight for passengers as
they go by.

The apartments have been laid out and finish-
ed with a view to the comfoft and safe-keeping
of the wild b-asts in a condition approximating
as closely as possible to their untamed and nor-
mal state. The temperature accords exactly

| to. that of their native plain or jungle, thas

rendering the captive better satisfied under the
restraint necessary to use, and tte food employed
is, in every case, just what the animal most de-
sires. The elephant-house is 100 feet square,
and of lofty height, and supplied with every
convenience in the way of feed-bins, huge water
tanks, and a practice ring in which the mon-
sters are taught strange tricks and manmaveres
by experienced keepers. It wasin this citcle,
tethered to a large stage, where Queen gave
birth to the baby elophant, which is the
most valuable animal living to-day. The tem-
perature is kept 70 to 80 degrees of heat, which
i8 what the elephant requires, anl at which he
thrives bost.

The lion and tiger house adjoining contaius a
great variety of wild beasts, including hippo-
potamuses, tigers, lions, hyenus, panthers, sin.
gle apd double horned rhinoceroses, black tigers,
girofles, etc., most of whieh are confived jn
large and specially built stationary dens, while
unearly all o? them are broken in winter to per-
torm during the summer tour—making uwp the
largest menagerie ever brought together by any
one firm, individual, or corporation, which,
with the circus, hippodrome and museum, is
travelled at an expense of $4,800 a day. The
arena made for the practice of riders, gymnasts,
trick horses, cattle and so forth, is under the
same roof in the rear of the animal building.
Around the walls are arranged convenient stulls
for over a hundred head of stock, dressing-rooms
for the people, and overhead, the full length of
this and the animal departcent, is a roomy
lott, reached by wide stairways and elevators,
in which is stored wardrobe, tents, poles, and a
world of show property.

Across a wide avenue is the car-house in which
is stored the eighty-five cars of from fifcy to six y-
five'teet in length, which reach it by means of
a number of railroad tracks laid the length of
the car-house, and intercepting the main line of
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail-
road. The building of new csges and tablean
chariots and railway carriages is done in large
rooms in the rear of this car depot. Anotherie.

air and paint house of scarcely less dimensions
Ens been built for this ‘‘largest show in the
world,” which is supplied with tools, furnaces,
gold, bronze and material. It is here the finish-
ing touches are given to the gilded chariots and
resplendent dens. The office of the company,
with telegraphic and telephone attachments is
near this latter building. Mr. Barnum and his
young partners, Bailey and Hutchinson, expend
$200,000 or more every winter to fit out for the
coming year, and besides a dozen managers and
superintendents, employ 300 men in the winter
months and double that number in summer
when the show is on the road. The horses,
except the performing stallions and horseback
stock, are seut out to good farmers in the neigh-
borhood in charge of grooms, where they are
kept till wanted in the spring.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

Cuinese SELLING OpPtuM. — The habit of
smoking opium has prevailed for ages past
among the nations of Eastern Asia. Ii 18 a
mistake to suppose that it was first introduced
into China by the British Governm: nt of India
rending thither for sale the superior kind of
opium produced in Bengal. Opium-growing
for home consumption had certainly been p ac-
tised, on a very extensive scale, in Szechuen,
Yunnan, Honan, Queichoo, and other western
provinces, during centuries of past Chinese his.
tory; and Consul Baber estimates that the
poppy cultivation is not less than a third part of
the whole agriculture in the great province of
Yunnan. The use of Indian opium, which bears
a high price, is confined to the easgern citiesand
to the richer classes,including mandarins aud offi-
cials, though formally disapproved by the Tm.
perial Government. It has much the same rela-
tion to popular Chinese opium-smoking as the
costly luxmy of fine Havanna cigars, in England,
has to the general use of tobacco, which is found
to be a cheap indulgence, though non-smokers
believe it does nobody any good. Ou the other
hand, while persons excessively addicted to
opium are likely to fall into a wretched condition
oF debility, it does not secem to make them
furicus madmen, like the drunkards of alcoholic
liquor in our own happy country. Gin, braudy,
rum, and whisky—to say nothing against beer—
are far more demoralizing, in the sense of in-
citing to acts of crime, than the seductive vapour
of that famous narcotic, which the Chinese are
so ready to buy and to sell. The uraccustomed
travelier, nct only in Chinese towns, where its
manufacture and sale meet no prohibition, but
in other countries with Chinese immigrants

among the pulation, may well be shocked at
the miserably degraded aspect of ordinary cus-
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shop+. It i~ probaule that a Chine . philogophe-,
such as the author of Goldsmith’s imaginary
letters in *“ The Citizen of the World,’’ if he
were led to visit sowme of the London gin-shops
at night, would form a strong opinion of the
immorality of all dealings, whether at the tip-

in the way of stimulating drink. - The fact is,
that the very worst specim:ins of the population,
debased by other vices, are natarally inclined to
seek whatever theans of intoxication they can
most easily procure. They are to be seen, un.
happily, among the Chinese and others, wher-
ever opium is sold by retail, as is shown in our
Illustration, lovking more helplessly and hope-
lessly enervated than the European victims of fe-
temperance, but not nearly so dangerous to the
safety and peace of their neighbours. It should,
however, be particulurly obsrved, thit th:reis
a great difference between opium-smoking, which
Sir George Birdwood declares is scarcely p r-
nicious, and the chewing of opium. A memo-
randum by Mr. Aitchison, Chief Commissioner
of British Burmah, dated last May, was accom-
panied with official reports showing the great
evils caused by the sale of a preparation called
¢ Koon-boue,” which was supplied to boys of
twelve or fourteen years, at one or two pice the
packet. This stuff consists of sliced batel-leaf
ste-p:d in a decoction of opium, to be chewed ;
and there can be no doubt of its deleterious
effect, more es{)ecially upon youth. The Indian
Government lost no time in acting upon the
information they received, putting the retail
trade in Burmah under savere restrietions, rai-
sing the price of opium, and relucing the
pumber of licens-d shops from sixty-eight to
twenty-seven. We should be sorry to see the
commbnon use of the drug, in any shape, extended
to the Western nations.

Mgs. LANGTRY As Miss HARDOASTLE.—The
nam: of this lady has been so loug promiuently
Before the public on account of hex personal
attractions that when, on the 15th December,
it was announced that she would tike part as
Miss Hardcastle in a performance of She Stoops
to Conquer at the Haymarket Theatre for the
benefit of the Theatrical Fund, the doors were
besieged by a curious crowd. The general verdict
on that occasion seems to have been that, having
regard to her inexperience, she acquitted herselt
remarkably well in what is by no meins an easy
assumption ; and this opinion has been subae-
quently sustained by her rendering of the less
arduous character of Blanche Haye, in Robert-
son’s comedy Ours. Critics, of course, differ.
We will select two as spacimens.
the recognised organ of the theatrical pro‘ession,
may naturally be supposed to be a little jesl us
of those who, owing to their reputed good looks,
escape the drudgery which falls to the lot of
most beginuers, and climb at ouce to the top of
the ladder. The Era styles Mrs. Langtry, ““a
raw amateur;” says ¢ that the fun of the first
scene with Young Marlow was greatly lesseaed
by her inadequate acting; and that, as the bar-
maid, she uever rose above mediocrity.” The
Saturday Review, on the other hand, is far more
favorable. ‘Mrs. Langtry’s Miss Hardcastle
is full of promise, and has already fine points in
performance. The want of mastery of gesture
and intonation is naturally enongh more app-
rent here thanin the part of Blanche Haye, but
itis evident that the actress hasintelligence and
application enough no overcome these faults.
In her scenes with Young M irlow there was a
true/and graceful appreciation of humour.”—
Our portrait is from a photograph by the London
Steieoscopic Company, 110, Regent Street, W.

THE DRESS OF THE CLERGY.

Dean Stanley descibes, evidently with infinite
amusement, the purely secular and common
origin of the present official dress of the clergy,
whether in the Anglican or in the Roman Charch,
and he enforces, with the liveliest illustration,
the conclusion that ‘‘the dress of the clergy
had no distinet intention, symbolical, sacer-
dotal, sacrificial, or mystical,” but originated
simply iv *¢ the fashions common to the whole
community of the Roman empire during the
three first centuries.” He begins by dressing up
a lay figure at the time of the Christian erc, and
shows how his various girments have survived
in clerical costume. His shirt, cu.nigia or che-
mige, survives in two torms, the aib, so called
from its being white, and the dulmatic, o call-d
from Dalmatia, from wheace this shape of 1t was
derived-—just as certain greatcoats, to quote the
Dean’s illustration, are now called ulstsrs. This
shirt, after the invasion of the Northera barba-
rians, used to be drawn over the fur coat, sheep
skin, or otter skin, the pclisss of the Northern
nations, and hence, in the twelfth century, arose
the barbarous nawme of superpellicium or surplice,
the ‘“over fur,’”” The present R-ctor of St.
George's-in-the-East, the Rev. Harry Jones,
told an amusing story of the D:an, which illus.
trates this point. He came to preach as St.
George’s one very cold day, wrapped in a fur
coat, and Mr. Jones advised him to keep it on
during the service. ‘‘Yes,” said the Dean, ¢ 1
think I had better do so, and theu my surp'ice
will be a true superpellicium.” Another form
of the same dresa survives in the Bishop’s rochet,
which is the little rock or coat worn by the me-
dizval Bishops out of doors when they went out
hunting. Similarly the pall of an Archbishop
is the relic of the Roman toga or pallinm, It is
not so certain as the Dean supposes, that cassock
is derived from Caracalla, ‘‘ a long overall, which
Antoninus Bassisuus brought from France, and
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whence he derived his name,” for it has also
been traced to kds—skin, or hide. But there
¢ be no doubt that chasuble comes from casu/a,
¢ a glang name used by the Italian labourers for
the ca?otc," which they called ¢ their little
house,” as * tile’ is—or was a short time ago—
used for * hat,” 'and as coat is the same word
as_*“cote’ ‘or ‘““vottage;” nor that ** cope” is
another form of overcoat—a sort of water, f;
or that the: mitre was an ordinary head.dress
worn by women, and still,according to the Dean, -
to be seen in the mmuseums of Reissia as the cap. -
or tutban worn on festive occasions in'ancient
days by princes and nobles, and, even to this
day, by the peasant women. The division iato
two points is, he says, * only the mark of the
crease, which is the conseqnence of its havin
been, Itke an opera hat, folded and ecarri
und:r the arm.””  Thn stole, lastly, was a simple
han.lkerchief for common uses. On State occa-
sions such handkerchiefs were unsed as ribbons,
streamers, or scarfs, and were hence adopted by -
the deacons, who had little else to distinguish
them. The Dean mentions a curions molern
illustration of the way in which the use of such
a slight symbol may arise. When Sir James
Brooke first returned from Borneo, where the
only sign of royalty was to hold a kerchief in
the hand, he retained the praetice in England.
The process hy which these simple garments
passed into official use ‘is essily traced. First,
the early Christian clerqy and laity alike, when
they came to their public assemblies, took care
that their clothes, though the same as they
usually wore, shoul t he especially neat and clean.
Next, it was natural thit the eolours and forms
chosen should be of a grave and sober tint.
Lastly cima the process, which may be easily
followed in English society during the last two
centuries, of common fashions becoming fixed
in certain classes at particular moments, and of
what was once commmon to all becoming peculiar
to a few.—Quarterly Review. ’ ’

LCHOES FROM PARIS. -

MLLE. BERNHARDT is going to make a tour in
Spain, Italy and Switzerland. After the finan.
cial collapse of Paris, she may doubt if ocoin for .
her is sufficiently plentifal,

M. Brasseur will continue to play in the ra-

vishing opera by Lecocq, eutitled Le Jour ef la -
Nuit, for a little time longsr, when he will pro-
duce a new work by the same composer, the
words by Leferrier and Vanloo. .
AFTER one of the concerts at the Couserva-
toire someone asked Auber what became of all
the multitudes of damsels who débutées at thar
Auber replied that some few
succeedel by ¢“le charme de leur woiz,” others
“par la voic de leurs charmes.” .

M. ZorA’s Nana promises to have a pendant
on the stage in the shape of La Grends fes, a
novel of the ultra-realistic school, which was
much talked of at the time of its publication
some monhs ago. The principal part. is to be
entrasted to Mlle. Alice Meloy, a young astress,
lately of the G mnase Theatre, of whose talents
the author, M. Alexis Bouwias, and the adapter,
M. Busnach, speak in the very highest terms,

M. HexNre CASELLA, the Neapolitan fencer,
has been, it seems, in v.in seekinyg, since his
arrivalin Paris, to get a brilliaut Freach sword -«
man to cross blades with. him in public. - At
last bre has found kis man in M. Maufrais, & no-
table master of fence. Of course a grand gather- -
iny is to take place to witness the event, and
many masters will give their assistance to make
the occasion a great one,

THe fashion for: wearing fuars is becoming
more and more widely-spread in Paris. The
Countess Putocka wears a mantle of otter skin
and sable, which it estimated at 40,000fr. In
the reign of Louis XV., the Conntess de Mailly
received as a present from Catherine 1I. a far
mant'e estimated at 200,000. Some
““swell” lalies wear 7obes de chambre of otter
gkin lined with rose or blue satin and trimmed
with lace. -Meanwhile, hardly 'a day
in Purls thit somebody does not die of starva-
tion. ‘ :

, ik Parisians of high life are mourning over
finance like the rest, havi: g been induced by
the fahulons tules of au easy road to wealth to
invest. But they are said to have resolved to
drop commerce henceforth and attend to plea-
sure, especially Le Sport. The Comtess de
Guibert comes to the resoue and offers a plea-
sant tarn to the thoughts of the hard hit by re-
suming her truly brilliant receptions. After the
brief pleasure of a few words of welcome from
one of the most fascinating women of the day,
the explorers of her salons will meet all the
celebrities of Paris, not forgetting art and liter-
atare and beauty, such beauty as should be seen

in high life resorts. C o

A RELIABLE Face.—It is an established fact
that Hagyurd’s Pectoral Balsam is the beat onr-
for coughs, colds, sore throat, asthma, croufs
bronchitis, unc all troubles arising froni ne-
glected colds. Price 25 cents.

Hacvarp's YELLOW OiL is at thehead of the

list for all purpses of a family medicine. It is
used with unprecedented success, both internally
and «xternally. 1t cures wsore throst, burns,

acalds, frost bites ; relieves, aud often cuns
asthma,




