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they were prepared to pay the rent ; and all this without
apparent motive, exeopt the fiendish one of indulging o
freak of callous-hearted Irish landlordism, or the no less
unworthy design of securing the benefit of the deccased
clergyman’s improvements for nothing. The other side
of the story, oxcept that the fignres stated below may not
be precisely exact, is this : The Rev. Mr. Bell leased from
the Baillicborough estate a small farm at £2 10s. per acre
for a period of twenty years, or during his (Mr. Bell's)
iife. Aboui the ilme of the general depression in the
famine years—in 1345 or "36—the generous landlord al

lowed an abatement on the annual rent charge of fifteen
shillings per acre, and Mr. Bell went on and prospered
and improved his farm by the drainage of some marsh
lands, He outlived {he {tweniy years named in his lease,
which, therefore, terminnted only at his own death. Dut
the Rev. Mr, Bell made a will and actually bheqgqueaihed
the farm to onc of his sisters, or in case of her death to
Ler heirs 1 Ie, in fact, devised the usufruct of property
to which, neither in law nor equity, neither by contract
nor implication, he had the shadow of a elaim, and di-
rected its enjoyment through three generations, just as if
he had been the feuar of the property, and as if the land-
lord had no rights over it Lbut to receive the annual fe
The clergrman was practically nullifving Sir Johnm Young'
title, and it is not 1o be wondered at that his factor {ook
legal steps to reassert it. DBut as the threatened < evie-
tion’* was accompanied with an offer of an annual pension
of £6 for life, together with the homestead and an acre
of land. rent free, even the very appearance of hardship
was taken away from the transaction, the consummation
of which had been delayed for three months, by mutual
consent of the parties in Ireland, until Sir.John Young
might be personmally consulted aliout its final settlement.
When such cases are converted into acts of oppressien, it
must be evident that Irish landlords are not without their
difficulties.

Sir Johmn's viceregal residence, Rideau Hall, near the
junction of the Rideau and the Ottawa l'i"l‘;‘S, in that
pleasantly situated suburb of the Capital. the village of
New Edinburgh, is the scene, especially during the sit-
tings of Parlinment. of frequent happy rernions, in which
Sir John and Lady Young are conspicuously distinguished
for their happy suavity of manner and generous Irish
hospitality,
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THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY,
THE MORE FERTILE REGIONS—( Continmned.)

No. 3. —THE COUNTRIES RORDERING 0N LAKES MANITORA AND

&c.

WINNIPEGDOS,
By the Rev. Fn, MeD. Dawson, Ottaca,

The vountry around the Selkirk settlement at Red River is
so well known that when the inhabitants of that region, or the
passing traveller speak of its rich and fertile soil, their state-
menis remain unquestioned, But when it is affirmed that there
are equally fertile lands at a distance from the favoured
colony, remote from the banks and valleys of the great rivers,
or extending along the triliutaries of these rivers, where they
dwindle into stireams, comparatively insignificant, the powers
of doubt, at all times so watchful, are called into action, and
we enquire on what authority things so wonderful, and at' first
view, incredible, are related. It will net now, however, be
considercd that we hold an extravagant position when we
claim {0 have shewn (See No. 1) that on the VUpper Assini.
botne, a river, the whole course of which is about 609 mileg,
there are extensive countries as fertile and mare beautiful than
the rich alluvizl plains on the same important stream at jts
jnoction with ihe Red River of the north. What was shewn
as regards the upper regions of the Assiniboine on the autho-
rity of distinguizhed travellers and partics of accredited ex-
plorers, who have made a particular examination of such vast
tracts of the North-West Territory, on the part of the Imperial
and Canalian Governmments, it will now be our object to set
forth as characterizing, in an eminent degree, the extensive
region which is separated from the fertile valley of the Sas-
katchewan on the north by the Pasquia, or Wapasquaow range
of hills and other heights, from which flow some of the tribu-
taries of this great river, which extenda westwards as fir ag the
head waters of Red Deer river, Swan river, Rolling-in river,
th: Dutch mountains, and Riding mountainsg : which may bLa
raid to terminate towards the south at the heights from which
flow the tribataries of the Lower Assiniboine, and which has
for its eastern boundary the banks of Luke Winnipeg along
the whole length of this magnificent lake—280 miles. A chain
of beauntiful lakes traverses this region from its niorthern limijt
at the heights of the Saskatchewan in a south-easterly diree-
tion almost as fur as the valley of the Assiniboine. These
lakes are of great cxtent, If they were only one lake they
would form as extensive a sheet of waler ag Lake Winnipeg
itgelf.  The largest of them are Winnipegoos, Manitoba, or
Petawewinipeg, and Lake Dauphin, They are fed by innum-
erable streums, the principal. of which have just been men-
tioned—S#an river, Red Deer river, &c., which flow from the
west, but have their sources a great way to the east of the

Rocky mouatain range, even a considernble distance enstward
from tha south branch of the Suskatehewan,

The pertions of this country which are situated between
Lake Winnipeg and the lakes of the interior ave almast euticely
level, There are no eminences that can be ealled hills, and
everywhere there are beantiful woods, with here and there
a fine clear lake (o vary the scene.  Mauy parts of the country
around these fesser lnkes are, according to the reports of recent
explorers, densely wowmded, and there are indications that they
have often been a favourite resort of the wild animals of the
forest and prairie, as well as of the nomad aboriginal tribes,

points where it is widest, between Loke Winiipeg and Lakes
Winnipegoos amt Manitolw, [tx entive length may be setdown
at 250 miles,  The soil is alluvial aud so high in many places,

bevond the reach of inundations. There can e no doubt as to
its fertility, when it is considered that the rock, which under-
lies it, is limestone, and that there is everywhers a Tuxnriant
grawth of all kinds of wood,

Along the course of the Little Saskatchewnn, the river by
which the waters of Lakes Dauphin, Manitola, and Winnipegzoos
are conveved to Lake Winaipeg, the ground is lower, more
marshy, and more apt fo be flooded. Bt the valiey of this
river forms only a small portion of the country of which we
are endeavouring to give an idea,  For a civenit of G0 miles
round the south end of Lake Manitoba, the soil ix spoken of
by the settlers there as being exceedingly rich; they pronuunce
it even superior to the fine alluvial lauds of Red River
This tract is richly wooded,  Dut there are also extensive
meadows or praivie lands. '
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The White ud river, abont 80 mites in tongh,
1t has its sources in the southern skirts of the

sehongs to
this region.
Riding mountaing, and flows in an casterly divection to the
south end of Lake Manitoba, 1t passes throngh & very bwan-
lands, thickly interspeesed with woods,  The seil s
This portion of the Territory which Years sa
favourable a deseription, extends southwards all the way to the

sandy loam.

Sand hills on the Assiniboine, and eastwards as far as Ned
liver. '
Passing to the northecastern shore of (he same Jake, we fiud
variety. Here, boulders of granite are strewn among the
water-worn fragments of limestone, whivh appears te be the
prevailing rock of the locality.
pedition of 1858 reported a dense growth of weod on a high
range of land pretty close to the north-custern shore of this
lake, Between this ridge and the mainland there is an open
marsh, which varies from hali a mile to twe miles in width,

It extends along the whole coast, and is broken anly here and
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When the Expedition passed, % the marsh was covered witd

withered bulrushies and long grass, which, althongeh of 1
peculiar to this region.
in diameter.  From the marsh, the mainland—a rich silnvial
suil—gradually riseg to amoderate clevation, and is not subject
to be inundated ”

To the west of the inland Jukes, there is the pleasing vacicty
of hill and dale.
“« Riding Mountains” Fise to the height of one thonsawd et

Some of the hills, such, for instance, ns the

centre of which they are situated, and seventveen handreed foet
above the level of the sea.  Between thase hills and the lake,
there is all the delightnl variety of prairie and womdland, with
smaller lakes at intervals, and nmnerous streams,

i

Of thesi
streams, the principal are Hed Deer River and Swan River,
At the points where these rivers discharg: their waters into
Lake Winnipegoos, and, indecd, along the whole western
shore of this lake, the land is reported by explorers as pe-
markably fertile, and of suflicient elevation to be guite Les
yond the reach of inundations.
named, a level and well-wooded country extends as fur as the
base of the Porcupine hills.
abont six miles from the mouth of the river of this name, ix
described as highly interesting.,  The Inke itself is dotted
with islands. The country extends northward from this lake
—an unbrok«n and fincly wooded level, all the way to the
Porcupine range, whilst towards the south no height or un-
dulation intercepts the view of the Daek Mauntain, the hilie
erest of which is geen towering above the horizon,

Between the Lwo rivers just

The eountry arannd Swan [ake

its banks are low; although rising, gradually, they attain the
height of one hitindred feet above the river. At this point, the
river is impeded considerahly by granite boulders and frog-
menty of limestone, which is the prevailing rock of ihe dis-
trict,
the banks are high reveal the natnre of the soil, #which is
alluvial)” ray the explorers, “and of great depth, resting npon
drift clay or ghale of a bituminous apperrance.”  Toen miles
farther, the stream follows n tather tortnous conrse in ¢ a fipe
valley” The banks here rise to the height of eighiy or ane
Imindred feet.  Beyond them, in n northerly direction, to-
wards Porcupine Hill, cxtends un almost level plain from
fifteen to twenty wniles, and the sumo distance, southward, ns

The landslips that have oceurred in many places whers

far ag the table land of Duck Monuntain, This plain is hounded

Fiu. 12, 18%0.

on the sonth-west by ‘Thunder Mountain. It presents, any e
explorers of 1838, @one of the flnest countries which they hind
ever geen in o sglate of nnture, The prospect is bounded by
the hills just named, while, in the plain, alternate wood an
prairie present an appearance more pleasing than if eithor e
tirely prevailed,  On the 1oth of June, the tithe ot which we
passed, the trees were in full foliagey stad e praicle openings
showed n vasl expanse of green gward”  Treavelling among
the hills they met with wide valleys which bear the same
deseription.  The expedition passed from the conntry which
we are endenvouring to deseribe by o tribuiary of Swan River,

The brendth of this region is no ltess than 100 miles ot the |

above the surface of the neighbouring waters, ns to be quite

titul and fertile country, consisting chictly of apen praicie

a rivh

a low, flat country, the surfice of which presents very little :

there by points of higher land which run down to the fuke, |
i
nst
year's growth, still evineed the rankness of the vemetation
The stems of some of the bulpishes,

on being measured, were found to bean ineh and three quarters i

above the surface of Luke Manitoba, abont due west from the i

The river |
was explored as far as twenty miles from the lake, near whieh |

This stveam also flows in #a beautiful valley, with altornate
slopes of woodland and prairie.”

Red Dece River, although it teaverses aomore novtherly pugs
tion of the Winnipegoos country, ix no less fimed for the fer-
titity of the land which e freigates. The first and most re.
of teavelleres the  Narth-West—Riv  Alexander
MeRenzie-=beurs witness, as many have dane sinee bis time,

nowned in

|
]
|
|
i to the fuct that the maple tree grows to perfection. No better
; praat can be requived of the oxcetlence of the climate and the
! capabilitios of the soil. This stream, like Swian River, has o
E course of abont two bundred miles,

' On Dauphin River, nn inconsideaable styonm, for it s fony
_g_wmls broad and five fint deep, in its shallowest parts, (e
~ lndx are admieably prodoctive.  The banks are of 1 strong,
gy elny, coversd with blaek monld. Gak, ol and poplar
the

Canadinn expedition of 1838, that there are Indisuns settled oy

f
H

grow xnviantly 3 and, it is stated on the anthority o

evernd plaees on this viver, who mise potantoes, Indian cory

YA

windd melons,

In denwing this paper, now becotning tediousty long, to
Cermelusion, it will not be ont of place to make some brief ul.
TMusion to the poductions of a conntry so beantiful) so well

Cirriznted, and so fertile as the regions bordering on Lakes

Winniprgoos and Manitoba,  From what has just been statodd
in regard to the valley of bBuuphin River, it will not be hard
to beiivye that in mblition {o the melon, which requires no
falizht degree of summer hent and unbroken sunshine, (l.
nu,;sl viluable kinds of grain cun easily be enltivated, e
Manitoba el Partridge Cropy as well as oot Lake Danphin,
there are settlenrents of Indians and people of amived origin,
who cultivate Wheat and Fedien Corn, ns well as many other
Kinds of crops,  Wheat, Faidian Cors, Medune, 1o less than l]
the cereal aml vegetable crops, may Vie st down anuong th,
productions of the country. Bt the negligence of the spare
settlors in regand fo these precious freite of the seil, onls
abundance of othier sotrees of subsiston,

v

i the
Thev zive bot comparazively litile attention to husbands s,

"Woves

the noblest industrinl paesait of civilized man, and beaks
themselyves to the more conygenial aceupations of hnantiog and
ti~hing, Andthis is highly rompueetive cmployient, Duckes,
goeese, amd agnatic bieds of all kiwds fregquent the witers of
Crhix lake country; whilst the lakes and rivers swann with
HY

L tish of every deseription: rich fishing grounds, not e

Cdistant than the Geand Roapids of the Saskatchewan, to fowo

Dthan fifteen familivs 2ot nsh every vear for stuegeon, T
Badalo herds, crewhile xo pumerans) are ditsinishing, divag-

pearing rapidiy. But it is not to be donhted that done s

cattle—aoxen, sheep, horses, & nany be casily rearcd on
rich meadeow Tands, where wild animals were formerty sustaine

in such numbers,  When colonization is faily commmens b

the facilities Tor nmintaining such valuable farm stock wiit

1
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neerssarily inerease, ina country where all hinds of agrios

Acoording to the dis

tural  prodnee can be g0 easily radised,

seriptions of tles country to which reference has heen minede in
this piaper, theee isno want of woerd Tor buitding and other ne-

cersary pirposes, 1t grows lixurigntly thronghout the whoie
of this lake conntry.

as the smmit platenn of Duck Monntain,

Tt thirives an the Tall-tops, even ashich
Coal
D this monatain group ns woll s in the Poreuydne hills,

found o
The

passing explorer has not vet, however, been able to say with

1=

certainty, whether it ean be found in sufficient quantity to be-
coms available, e thix as it may, it is quite abundant in ih-
neizgbibonriug countrica of the Assintboine amd its tributarios,
Meanwhili-, ag far as fuel is concerned, the cak, the vhn and
the maple of the land may well sapply its place, Lest any-
thing should be emitted that is ealenlnted to give an iden of
the many productions of the land, it may b mentioned that
there are mineral sprinzs and medicinal waters, Salt is found
in several places along the western ghores of Like Winaipegoos
andd The salt aprings are utilized by the Thud-
son’s Day Company, who manufiactnre salt for their own nse
The Red River settlement is also supplicd with salt from the

Swan River,

same sonree, o person of the name of Monkman hoaving es.
tablished works by means of which he provides salt for the
whole population.

The explorers of 1858 mention having bean gerennded at
U ihr

rarly dawn as they passed thy
singing bhivds.  The womds, they state, were positively alive

with them. The explarer ol an

Bet ough the land, by fnnumernble
Thiz was no new practice.
earticr day, Sir Alexander McKeuzie, alludes to the same
plensing cirenmatance.  He was often cheered in his journey-
ingg throngh the wilderness, by the merry tones of the -
ladions songaters of the North-Westorn farests,

The Enrl of Breadalbane bng determined Lo expend a large
sum on the improvement of his estatos in Porthshirg and
Argyle. Mis lordship bas also subseribed £20,000 (o the Cal-
lander and Oban Ruilway,
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