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“As' I anticipated, Aunt Tabitha® 3ubr1ee wis a gr'md suc-
“cess. - Never was her, maiden breast more deeply moved than
‘when she hc'\rd the: f‘ﬁy guns’ thundcmw forth their power-in
“her praise. But the momeént:of tnumph arrived ‘when; at a:
“luncheon p'my of: sdcct notables;: Professor. Balderdash pro~
“posed i her, héalth. in-a speech that did’ credit'to the college.
;;’ow.r which he presides < I cannot attempt 1o tell “you all he,
Usaid, for i T did; ‘you: would'say . that I was: ﬁlchmg from’
chmanres Classical’ Dxcnon’try ; .hor._have..you ‘space to
i contain all the pretty speeches. that were madc, or the grace-;
ful ‘agitation with’ which they’ were' rcce:ved bv:m) worihv
\um--—bm you .will see”all “about ‘it in the papers, for the
newspaper. ed:tom who were present will no doubt show their:
gratitude by gnmq glowmg dc.scrxpuons of Lh(. are'zt &v z.nt
of -the day. :
Everything carthl) ‘must have. :m end 'md Aunl Iabuhas
‘:f{ubxlu. shared: the ‘common lot. ! Stran"(. ‘tosay, msu.ad of |
wnﬁrmmg ‘her-in” her - good rcsoluuons, it has had the very
i opposite effect ;. making ‘her: any thing but “amiable in her
temper, and npp‘m.mh ‘ihvhtly restive -under the delights of
single-blessedness, ~She begins to] feel that, as she has wfmcd
patiently for fifty years: without any result, a more active
policy is now rcquzud “The other day, affecting ‘to give me
advice, though she was evxdcml) x,hmklng of Iu.rsclf ‘she told
i me conﬁdcmml]v th'lt it is our .Christian dutyto be. patient in’
'} hope ;" but-weishould ncvc.r forget that « heav en; hc.lps ‘those
“that help. themselves.™ " I icould” see wlnt was on her mind,
aad. have’been’ puz?lmf' my brains ‘ever since o “make out
Jhow: my:Aunt Tabitha could help’ hemdf -buti'the more I’
think ‘of it, ‘the morc-punlcd Ioam. £ One’ thing' is- ‘plain ¢
‘sheis gcmrr to strike out ina new track, and hcr mouo hcncc«
;for\\ ard is going to he-=¥ Help ypurself? o
#T'his humour-of: hers culminated )t:.sl(.l'd’l) in’a rcsoluuon
,x}nt was. hxghiv satisfactory to myscli' ‘She told me, witha
very solemn air, that T.was arnvms: at-an age when T suuuld
see bomuhmg oi‘ the world and of society ; but.as. 1}1:: is;fat’
“the bést; a’ dcspgmlcl) s,mful world, it \\ould ‘be my'ruin here'|
- and hcrmt‘tcr if.L.were:to; travel aiam, and be thrown into
the society of ‘the many.wicked young men and young women
“that c\*en-wherc abound.” She, therefore, had dg_tenmncd 1o
accompany me; and to give.me the’ bcm.m of her thorough
~knowledge of the wor!d ~Not that she'is’ Aain- nlonou> n hcr
“self-confidence.” She even distrusts huself, :md has” not an
-atomiof faith"in mankind in’ generall ' The most ‘harmless
marks of respect 'md courtesy arg inv :m'lbl) scanned by her
Fiwith the “keen' eyeiof a “detective ; and. she oftun sees the
; deepest - dmwna against her l*uq)pxm.s;~ and’ pmc; ox “mind,
~when'the. unconscnous objcct of hu’ suspicmns
asa )(.1r1m" ‘calf.:. '
“Having” madc up ‘her mmd {o visit: Otm\n, she- began to.
‘fomf) her:,c.lf in-her usual manner, by studying. cmruull) alt
the notable L.\mnpl(,s in:point in Jewish history. .- After 1 had®
been’ compclled to'r¢ad over twice 10 her the' Qucen of Sheba's.
“visit 10 -Solomon, ‘my.Aunt lnumphantl) exclaimed, “1f the
" Queen. of  Sheba had ‘stayed .at. home as quu.tl) as, I have,
she never! “ould have. scen Solomon. When the: mountain
. won't come :to: ;Nahommcd ﬂu. next best .thing is: for::Ma-
‘ ' : M UAsThe Quccn.of“Shcb'l
3 “likely. to help
‘\\’:1) 1o Otta\\n 1 cuL he: onvc.rb'mon shor :
: ' Qi ’ ging. the details: of.our

opened,—at; least h
ven: mie cnough pocket mone) to" last

| she- always calls cousins ]oan Tl]lcy, and Rose

Th”e
are a’little: ancient’; ‘but they’ were: not always:so, as. thei:f
‘were once well known as “’TheThree Graces.” Once they were:
very gay,—at least foan, :the’ youngest was. © My:Aunt was’:
once_awfully shocked' at: hearing’ that Joan had been flirting
outrageously with'two married gentlemen—Mr. :Brownand ;
Mr. \IcDul —Dboth of whom got-into'great trouble and dis-
grace: 1hrough her, and were’cut:by many of:their old friends:
When my’ Auntj with. tears.in her eyes,: told.all. thisgossip
1o Joan, she on}y hughcd at-her in-a.very hardened way,"
telling - her. that it was no' fault of: thers. if: she was 5o . fasci-
nating that half ‘the. married women-were dying.of ‘jealousy. :
She' didn't care a straw what’ they might say. ..“ What's the"
‘odds, 50! long. as you're: happy.””: She ‘boasted. that she had.
drunk. morechampagne, ' had seen-more of: the: world, .and
had had miore flirtations and: fun, than a whole army of -
stupid proprieties, like'my  Aunt! -

Aunt Tabitha was’ speechless, and rushed of’f in: her dis-
tress, to ‘an’ old friend: who was o'enem]ly ]-mown ‘as Miss
‘Snap-Dragon; and who took a peculiar’ interest inMr.:Brown, -
from her havmg, unsuccesafully laid siége to his heart when’ he -
was a bxchdor ‘She is"a. somewhat censorious.old lady, who
has a peculiar knack of ‘casting a”dismal, hastly light over,
every one-and every thing near her. 'lhe prcmest ‘woman
looks pale and lifeless. under her influence, and the most inno-
cent acts are made _to assume a most diabolical hue. - So far’
as, proﬁ,ssxons and pressing’invitations go, she is a’perfect
paragon’ of - generous’ hospitality ;" but you find, inthe long
‘run, that, you seldom get-anything from her without burnmg
your fingers=—ta the great amusement of your amiable hostess 1
Tn this’ mse she was in her element. She drove Aunt Tabitha
half distracted ' by. convincing . her, ‘in;a’ few: minutes, that
Brown and-McDeil were very handsome ciangerous men,“and-
‘notorious rakes ;. that Joan wason the high:road to ruin’; an
that my Aunt'w ould bé sacrificing Joan's Lempomi and spmmal ‘

We: !e-we m a wu,k for*

welfare, and ‘would have a great deal t0-answer for'in the next
tworld if 'she did not act: the good Samaritan, by applying at
once to the Mayor to have Joan sent to-the’ House of Refuge !
1, fortmnteiy was able to dissuade my Aunt from this, doubt—
ful piece-of phll:mthmpy /1 told her she should not listen:to
. these scandal-mongérs, who, véry likely, mwht shnder Jier next,
tand might end b) sz..ndmrr her-to keep ]oan company ;. and
. that.she would. be. esmbhshma a very dangerous’ precedenc.‘
This shightly- -horrible picture made a dcep Impression. on my"
“Aunt, and settled the matter ;.but I'm afraid that it gave her:
the mghmmre for several times we were alarmed at. heannv’
her ‘in- her sleep 'screaming out ‘at-the’top of ‘her :voice tha.t,
“ shew ouldn t be locked up ; that she was a \'1rtuous, re.lxmous
woman, and she could prove it il . :
Tt was a great relief to-my Aunt when she. hmrd that J'mn,:

nt. u the ‘age of forty-four, had gone in for matrimony with a dis-
" Jtant relative of- ours——\[r \(hm Biewnoshe ;- but when. ]oan

‘came -off with flying colours as the happy motht.r of #our
baby’—as the'young hopeful is called by'the. Three Gr'zces and-
by everybody else,. though it ‘was chnstened « Union,” ‘and is ;
‘addressed alw ays.in the modmr toncrue as ¢ Hutle Oony —my’,
Aunt beégan to look 'up 1o her.with profouud admiration and .
respect. . “Qnly think of Cousin Joan, at herage ;- why she
is nearly as old as I-am. 1 '11\\’3\’:3 thou«ht she w& 7 \\om'm;
‘of ‘great -ability.” : , :

I can, plainly see lh‘lt ]om happme:s h'lS unsetuled Ly
' and made-hér ambiiious- 'md discontented

‘to sécure’a’ husb'md snd” how=—-confourid-
Aunt callmcr mel I must be'off, to’ '1ttend;,
RNy hﬂ'oo‘t ve {or] thc, prem_nt., Y lu.n we; ﬂetl to- Ot i
shall: wruc to )ou all about: the _]ourlle\" “;

“sure “she’s:-going - 10 Ottawa ‘to find’ out. how} ‘




