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Around the youthful and gifted member for
Kerry, Roland Ponsonby Blennerhassell, cen-
tres n public interest: which ‘will alwuys give
him a foremost plage in such n scene as this,
The public sentiment has iniversally recognis-
ed the fuet that his election wus the decisive
battle that made Home Rule (in our day an ir-
resistible -question for the politician and the
statesman, Tt js little: exageraticn to eall the
Kerry election of 1872 ¢ the Clure Election of
Home Rule.” It was indeced a struggle worthy
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to be placed in Irish history amongst the most
important -of political events.. : Home Rule
elections had been previeusly carried dlsewhere,
as in Menth and Limerick § bub -it was possible
for sceptics to suy these; seats were won' more
Dby the force of the personal popularity of the

candidate in each case than, Uy the force - of .

Home Rule principles,” Kerry was ordained to
present, by universnl assent, an.instance in
which the issue, *“Home, Rule or no Home
Rule 2. was clearly knit. - Forageneration the
rup,rcs}gutution,of that great.county was held us

a fief jointly -y two great familics—one seat.
being the appanage of the Catholic. earldom of .
Kenmare, the other the property of the Protes-
tant commoner, “ Herbert of Mucross.”. The
territorialists on both sides, and their following
among - the small gentry, Whig und : "Tory,
Catholic and  Protestant, thus shared - the
county between them, on an implied contract
that the forces of both were to unite to crush
any attempt to invade ordisturb this « arrange-
ment," whether cmnnating from the Catholic or
Protestant side, It was unquestionable that
under this odious and wmost insulting. yoke

of . shaking it off; for the landlordism of the
whole..county, Whig and Tory, was_ ready to

stamyp out such an uprising of their serfs,

-criough - to suceeed to the family-seat in the

Kerry manhood .. had long - chafed and gronngd;
but it was considered utterly hopeless to dream

come down-savugely in a, united phalanx to - .

- In December,,18%1, the Earl of ‘K»gn'murqf
died, and Viscount. Castlerosse, just ihen _thc\,';
- Kenmare-fumily-member for the, coun:y, was.
elevated to the House of Lords. . Here, arose a
difficulty. .. 'Fhe; new peer had,no son  old:




