sdetsof curxhqu‘ll\e» -uul \olmnue : J’L is thou'-hl
" thiw mueh of the des cupmep'u'l. ul the siorthern
mythology vwes its origin 1o these sublime seenes;

"The inhabitarits dweli only in sequestered valleys,
having comniunication, withthe:sea.. or in those.
narrow;slips of cultivated Jand which are found

vither ai the base of the precipitous shores, orin :
. the ‘ealm - shelter of those long and contracted ¢
lmr\L or deep indentares. nlmh ocenr here and T

‘

“there in the olse unbroken const.. These fiords,
which sometimes run far up into the interior, are
supposed by "co"r.lphoh tw have .been at first
dents ar chasts produced by the original upheay-
iig of the island: they

uwenty to thirty, miles into the country, znd are

-onnnucd still farther. by navrow vales do\\n
: \\thlI the mountain rivers find their way intothe
so. s They are separated from cach other by
lofty ridges running out into the ocean. and end-

ing in precipitous headlands..  These vidgesvary

i.dn cle\nuon from two thousand fuet to twiee that
height. and fur the’ most pars 'xbrup(h' from
xhcxr base. " Thus the ”lOlda are shut in on, both
ides by )e"pemhuxlnr \\nll; ol‘ rod\ lO\\L n" up

in clnud: :md dar lmu:.:.

Amid .such scenes’ man
vanish ;. o}l scems infinite and ever-
ven here, does the Iucl.mder choose

In lhcm, ﬂl:ﬂ. the sen is
.\cnlm and less ex po:o:ho storms, so that the fish
.ermen earry on their employment: with grester
-safety and convenience ; and by entering deeply 3
into the land; and conneeting the interior with
" the coast,” they serve the purpose of canals, and
‘-'re:u]\' l'ucnlu'\le commumcnuuu. ]r. lm; been

fiords - has of -lace ‘greatly dummahed so that
“many lmr.mur; fo-mer]\- frequented are now alto.
gether muctcamblc. “I'his 1s doubtless owing. in
wvashed down from the

[E O

Amd thits, in this soclu(hd‘nnz.\sohmr\' 1=l.uul
: there grew up a communit pencoﬁll social, -and
mdualnous. Their fishing 0ason 'was s0on over,
h:u' lmr\c.t. 3001 collecled and; lhrour'h»

u\leml in "cm-ml from 5
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‘There fsn pmallol descnplmn in lhu“'ll(rrulcc
a7 Oclu,

ery: onu'r( innient.,” No foast was .complete with-
A" saered t.lun-mlcr-\uh attached ;1o
the vocation of these minstrels,” 'They Were gan-
cralty. of noble birth, 'and acted. ot unfrequemly,
s heralds antd ambassadors. ~The most importiny
conmissions were entensted to their enre,  Lhe
most celebrated “of their number was Siemund, .
who, from his vigaur of mind and 'the extent ol
his travels, bns been ealled the Scandinavian Tn-
mes. Tle collected nnd aveanged the zneient mny-
thologicnl records, andissued thim under the forn
Hof the older Edda, a production not without
certain sublimiry..of 'uncc.puon and pathos of
: nareative, It einbuces vurious classes of poems.
OF these the Voluspa, or oracle of Volu, is the
most remariable. - In it the Northern Cosmogony
des nbetl in a dark and mystie seyle, resemb-
hn"' that of thc S\'lulluu, verses. T opens thus
impressiv ‘ely :

. i
i .

In the cra of the ages where-Yoier was dwelling, AR

ln.-n. was 1o sand nor ren, N
\(nr \\u\d- 0’.\ st ocean,
not§ nor'the heaven|

Hefore Tur ad i

\'And ftad eiarged Midgard, .
The sun’shone rouud the suutl, & i
oen {'rui(<.

-

nonn, th-nr out the moogn
if m‘h v

,‘1“ maun k 3 <l '
. The star:
R

! .
Then all the Deities moved t
The'st .' tously-lioly

their rn_v.lnl t

¥ God conzidered these things;

“They gave names to the nizhe, and to the ewilight,

‘They ealled thie morning and mid-day 503 .

And biude the rise and the course of the yeur to begin- .
. . . ' [ K

10\\qrd= the end. the dcslrucu-)n of the \\urld '
b\' ire is briefly and nobly ummcmmd-—

_'I'lle sun |L1rkcn~. . .

The sea overwhelms the u'\rlh'

The peaceful stars |
“Nanish fromn the \kv.

Fire rages

of Kcnec. ¢ Jam .Tam Ir.g:bm ubmlu .
D and in hol\' writ jtself is found nearly <1m-A :

sei

C
ilar language, for we are.told that  the sun shall |

be.turned into -darkness; **.* the - heavens shall
]mss aivay with a. "ro-u nox:.e Vil lho cmth also !




