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day; regretting, however, that a whole day might thus be lost i
and not withnut fears that another opportunity might never occur%

Arriving the next day according to my engagement, I futnd
that Mrs. Brereton was still worse, and that the minister of her.
sect lad not been with her. This seemed ta me quie uncaccount-
able; as I had always suppose« that the dissenters were particu-
larly diligent in their attentions to the sick; and indeed that one
cause of their popularity, above the established Clergy, hai been
the apparent superior zeal, which they <)isplaved, in communi-
cating with their flocks. Ilowever, this' Gentfeman not having
corne forward in a time of need, it became now decidedly my duty,
as being the lawful Parish Priest, to press more authoritativelv the
suggestions of yesterday, and ta offer myself for their immediate
execution.

Mr. Brereton still hesitated. IIs wife, lie said, had fairted
ngain to-day' thraugl exhaustion ; and was now Iing apparentily
more dead than alive. He had attempted to read ta lier, but t-he
seemed not ta listen ; and if lie put a question ta lier, she sonie-
times returned an incolierent answer. 1roni all .hich lie argued,
that noihing cotild nowr he done.

I enquire'd if lie had found a convenient opportunity of mention-
ing my call ta lier. He replied that he lad, and that sie desired
1 ouild accept her thanks for it ; and moreotver, that she expressed
a wish ta receive the Sacrqiment of the Lcrd's Supper, upon which
she hand hrord me preaci once or twice. With respect to haptisai,
having gently inýinuiated mv remarks nîpcn it, sie made no observa-
tion ar te tine, and has been sinice incapable, in conscquence of
a paroxysn of lier disorder.
. There uas undoubtedly fame difficultv in n way heonti what i

nppeared ; and I began ta fear that I should not he able to discover
and renuve it, sa as ta lie of use ta this poor lady, wrho liaid deeply
engaged nv interest. Miss Brereton being present to-day, and
entering itnto the conversation, I renewed all the a1rguminwts of
yesterday. and laving stated, a ith all the force in mv pou er, the
piresumtnîcuousiess, a3 it appeared to mie, of lookmîg IJr the Chras-
tian salhation n iithout a oinpliance witi the -Chrib tian ordinances,
and rnOre epecially fie initiatory one,- I added, that in case of
dleatlh uithoit baptis., J did not see, how I could legally perfortm
ite last sad and soleman rite of biurial. Mv practice had been
not to enquire inta these matters, h «a suppose that every thing
l'ad been correctly donc. llere, l ever, the fact of non-baaptism
iWac accidentlv made knon n ta me, and I secmed to be deprived of-
ail discrenionary power.

ln answer to tiis, Mr. rrereton informed nie, tlat it lad been
liready settled by his nif's familv, thtat sie should he interred

"ith lier ancestors and Iindred, in'their hurying-place, at the Bap-
t Chapel, in the negihbouiring town. I mas glad of this, so fia


