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Riscellancous,

WHAT DO YE MORE THAN OTIUERS.

Argnmont after argument has been advanced to
substantiato the claims of Christianity, volnumo after
volumeo of theological lore has gonoe forth to silence
tho doubt of the skeptica, and yot the world, to a
great oxtont, continues to scoff. There must bo a
roason for this. It can not b becanze Christianity
in itaolf is deficient. A divino system, it must be
perfect, IIuw, then, can wo explain tho existence
of this widespread indifferonce and opposition to
Christianity?

The netural tendency of the human heart to love
darkness rathor than light, may reasonably account
for much; but that there is snother reason than
this, tho candid mind is forced to acknowledgo.
There is but one argument which a skeptic world
dares net to attempt to meet--the unauswerable
argument of an exhaltod Christian lifo. This is
ono proof of the divinity of our religion that scien-
tists themselves do not attempt {o reason away.
The Master knew the value of such testimony whon
Ho said to His Disciples, ** Yo aro the light of tho
world.” Alas, that tho light is so ofton darkness!

It is not, What think yo moro than others? but
What do y¢l that deciues as to who is a follower of
Christ. Fino.spun theories may servo to entertain
thosv whoso religion consists 1 roing to church on
Sunday; but theoxfies, bo thoy over so fine, will not
convort the world. It is living, caruest Christian
living, that is wanted. The various religious badies
all over the civilized world are staggering under
the load of worldly, indifferent membora—a burdon
as onerous as Sinbad e'er had in his “*Old Man of
the Sea.”

The line betweon the church and the world is
often so indistinct as not to bo noticed at all.
What wonder, thea, that the world should think it
useless to turn aside from aught it holds dear, when
those who profess a higher life are walking in tho
same broad paths of selfish case and reckless folly.

If the millions who profess the namo of Christ
were to make that profession good in their daily
lives, can there be any doubt as to the result?
Could such an overwholming influence remain un-
felt? So, then, the greatest reformatory power the
church can possibly wield is to roform itsolf. Let
us bring tho subject directly home to cach of us,
What are you, brother or sister, doing more than
others who do not profess to do anything? Are
you following any more closely the divine oxumple?
Are you more faithful, loving 2nd kind? Do you
cultivate a broader charity than they! Do you bear
and forbear, forgive as you would be forgiven, help
to raise the fallen, cheer the faint? Do you sacrifice
self firat, last and always, remembering odly Him
who lived and died for you? Do you thus ‘““let
your light so shine that others, sceing your good
works, may be constrained to glorify your Father
which is in heaven?”

Never bas thera been such a general, wide-spread
interest in preaching the gospel to all the world as
now, What are we doing, fellow-Christians, in
this work? It is all very well to theorize about
missions and missionary plan, if by so doing hard
feeling is not engendered aud the important work

" peglected. The work is to be done.  What part of
it are you doing? To be a Christian means to give—
give gouraself, your time, labor, money and prayors
for the advancemont of the Blastor’s cause. Do
you do this? ‘* A stingy Christian " sounds like a
contradiction, for the Christian apirit is, of neces-
sity, a liberal apirit.

Yet how sad to see numbers professing to be
Christians, abundantly blessed with ihe world's
goods, vet doling out & pittance from year to year
toward the support of tho gospel. There are too
many who economiza on the Lord. Fino housos,

fine furnituro, extravagant living, must all ho had,
but roally it is quite anothor thing when called on
to contribute to the Lord's treasury,

What n privilego to be children of God—heirs,
and joing heirs with Jeaus Christ! Bue the privi-
lege brings with it a weight of responsibility—a
responsibility, however, which it should be the
Christian’s greatost joy to discharge. Did we who
havo numed the name of Christ fully realize that
the world is looking at us, judging the Master's
cause by our wnworthy lives, surely we would make
greater efforts to adorn our profession. ¢ No man
lives to himself alone,” and often our lightest, most
thoughtless acts are destined to havo a wonderful
fnfluoncoe for good orili, A professing Christian is
known to do sumo unkind thing—take an undue
advantage of some one—is seon vngaged in gues-
tionable pastimes, and God alone can measure the
harin done to the causo of the Master.

A Christian woman sits back in her easy chalr
and turns a deaf car to some poor creaturo's ery of
distress.  Think you it ends there? Not so. That
unhoeded cry is sadly recorded above aud here
below. Somo scoffing heart is moved to scoff
atill more at the abundance of precopt and paucity
of pructice among church membors,

Wo can not all do great things for the Master,
but God measures the deed by the motive below it;
and thore are none-but can show forth His glory if
thoy will ouly vpen their hearts and take Him in,
To have it observed, ‘¢ Why, 1 did n’t know you
were a Christian,” is a sad comment on eithur man
or woman, It is not nacossary to go forth beralded
by a trumpoet, but it is obligatory to 8o live that the
world shall know the faith you profess, 'Thove isa
beauty and pathos in the old song,

¢“ Am I a soldier of the cross,

A follower of the Lamb,

And shall I feae to own His causo,
Or blush to speak His name?"

that is often overlooked.

Hnmiliating as it is to acknowledge it, especially
to a mocking world, thero are too muny Christians
who, from their conduct, scem to ¢ fear to own
His causo,” and **blush tospeak His name.” They
will talk with you on any subject you choose,
political, scioutific, literary, or social, but not once
do they mention the name of Him who died to save
them; not once do they urge upon friends and
comipanions to obey His will, ‘Thoy scem to think
that the pulpit wust supply all tho proaching for
the benefit of the world, forgotful of, or wdifferent
to, tho fact that Christian lifo may constituto a
bettor sermon than ever omanated from the brain
of man. They neglected the apostlo's charge to be
‘¢ living epistles, known and read of all men.”

Christianity is essentially practical. It should
entor into the amallest details of our lives, as well
as into matters accounted of great magnitude.
And often when least we expect it, a simple word
or kindly act snay be the means of causing some
rebellious heart toacknowledge that there is reality
as well a3 beauty in the religion of Christ. We
can scarcely overestimate the influence we may
thus exers. Lat me give an example:

A laborer was engaged in spading up a straw-
berry bed, aud relioved himself from time to time
by swearing at the hard, rocky ground,

Ths young lady who had employed him sat by
the window overlooking the garden, and necosaarily
overheard him,

1 can t stand that,” she oxclaimed, as oath fol.
lowed oath.

*Oh, you'd better lot hira alone,” remarked
some member of the family. ¢ No tolling what he
might say, if you go out there locturing him.”

My atrawberry bed shall not bo spaded with
oaths, that's one thing certain,” roplied tho gitl;
and out to tho gardon she wont, Kindly but firmly
sho told the man that she could not permit the use
of such languago.

¢ Beg pardon, Miss,” said tho burly labover,
“but you seo this yround is powerful hard, wn’
onough to make n fellow cuss.”

“ Beg ITis pardon whose name you have profan-
ed,” smd the young girl. ' Swenaring eurely docs
not make the ground any softer, and I do wish you
would give up such a sinful habit.” .

The man looked at her in astonishmont, Bvi-
dontly ho was not used to being so taken to tusk.
For o fow moments the young lady talked to him
on the sinfulness of awearing, and then left him to
s work. No more ouths wero hoard while that
strawberry bed was boing spaded. .

Six months later the young lidy was astonishued
by a vough-looking laborer speaking to her on the
railvoad car,

“* Excuso mo,” said tho man, politely ; ““but 1
wanted to tell you that I have never swora au oath
gince that day I worked for you.”

“Oh!" exclaimed tho ynrl, **are you tho man
who spaded my strawberry bed for mel”

“lm the man,” ho responded. “I saw that
you did not remomber me; but I wanted to toll you
that 1 hadn’t forgotten what you said to me that
day, and that I never will forget. You seo,” he
added, slmost apolugetically, * nobody ever talked
to wmo that way beforo.”

Such a littlo thing for a Christian to do, and yot
no one had ever done it before! With such instan-
ces as this coming under our notice often and again,
have we the right to neglect those things which we
call little?

Ono of tho fundamental principles of Christianity
can be oxpressed in tho simplc word help. It
brings to mind God’s holp to us—it bids us holp
our follow beings There is a groat work for
Christiuns to do n this world. Are you willing to
holp? Ifso, ** What do yo more than uthers?"—
Atlic B. Lewis, in the Disciple.

SUPREME AUTHORITY OF
REVELATION,

ON THE

If the Now Teslament be a mesaage from God,
it behooves us to make au entire and unconditional
surrender of our minds, 10 all the duty and to all
tho information which it sets before us.

There is, perhaps, nothing more thoroughly be-
yond the cognizance of the human facultivs, than
the truths of religion, aud the ways of that mighty
Bemy who is the object of it; and yet nothing, we
will venture to say, has been wade the subject of
moro hardy and adventurous speeculation. We
inake no allusion at present to deists, who reject
the authority of the New Testament, because the
plan and the dispavection of the Alinighty which
is rocorded thero, is different from that plan and
that disponsation which they have choson to ascribae
to him. We speak of Christiaus wwho profess to
admit tho authority of this record, but who have
tainted the purity of their profession by not acting
upon its exclusive authority; who have mingled
their own theughts and their own fancy with its
information; who, instead of repairing in every
question, and in every difliculty, to the principle of
¢\What readest thou,” have abridged the sovereign-
ty of thia principle, by appealing to others, of
which we undertake to make out the incompetency,
who, in addition to tho word of God, talk also of
the reason of the thiny or the standard of orthodoxy;
and have in fact brought down the Bible from the
bigh place which belouys to it, as the only tribunal
to which the appeal should be made, or from which
tho decision should bo looked for.

But it is nut merely amony partisans or the ad-
vocates of a system that we meet with this indiffer-
enco to the authority of what is written. It lies at
the bottom of a great deal of that looseness, both
in practice and speculation, which wo meet with
every day in society, and which we often hear ex-
preased in familiar conversation, Whonce that list
of maxims which aro so indolently conceived, but
which, at the same timu, aro so faithfully proceoded
upon? * Wo huve all our passions and infirmitics;
but we have honest hearts and that will make vp
for thom. Mon aro not all cast in the same mould.
God will notoall us to task too rigidly for our foibles;

at least thia is.our opinion, and God can never be



