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[ Tho Capital of British Columbla.
Much has been writton and eaid as to the
i natural boauty of the Queen City of the
! Northern Pactfic Coast—Victoria—and her
! surronndingsher creatnaturaladvantoges for
j shipping and manufacturing purposes, as
) woﬂ asier wonderful chmate, Alany of the
! your readers will recollect thio opin:ons 1
: expressod in tho summer of 1851 as to the
i truthfulness of inuch that had been eirculat
ed in the Eat concerning Canada's inhent-
. ance on this const. My expenenco aad ob.
* guevations then were of the spring and sum
mer seasons, DBeipg now intae counu?;l
am 1o a position 10 82y somothing of the fall
and winter months, « Such of your readers
! as may be of tho notion of emigrating to

'

I ths Provicco canrely on such statements as
i 1 msy now, or in future letters, make,
as being roliable,
TIHE CNY OF VICTORIA
18 tituated on tho south east corner of Van.
cwver Itlsnd, iz lat. 48© 25m. 20 sec.
north, and west long. 123° 22m, 24 scc,
On ths touth coat and west are the Straits
of Fucy, on the north tho sver green hills of
Vancouver. The preseat harbor is not avery
commodions cue—sufliciens, howover, to.c
commeodate versels not drawicg over 18 fert
of water. A -ater harbor is now being
" utih ed. A large, substontial deck and
wharf has been couatructed, at which the
San Frareirco ccean steamers load and un
1cad their carec iy, while at tho unrivalled
. harbor of E-quimslt, 3% milea distont framn
! tSo city, excellent ancborago is to bs found
fo tho largest vewsels cdoat.  Hero iv lo
cated the only naval station Her Majesty
hes on tho North Pacific Coast. Thosupply
of etores and ammanitien in the several
i buildings is very extensive, Vessels carry-
iog tho largest armaments can bs etimpp.cd
for long voyages on short notice. llcpairs
can likewito bo attended to, as tho machine
shep contains such ponderous machincry os
. is necessary in connection with naval archi-
tecture and mechanism. Ovo or more
| men-of-war aro alwayzin post. The older
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! wortion of tho residents of the city are {rorm

¥England aod Scotland, witha slight mix-

' tute of Irish, Americans, and forcigneca,
The younger portion aro principaliy Cada-
dians.

Slow but sure has boen Victoria’s motto
in tho past, ier growth kas been steady.
No inflation or bubble to canso an noware
ranted advauco in rcal estate bhs visited
this city sinco 1855,  Then it was cqually
as crazy as tbo werst days \Winnipeg cver
saw, without, however, the immense coun-
try to suatain a great city that was tribu.
tary to tho City of tho Plaine, Daring the
1ast two years much substantial progress
has been mado by tho city in way of baild.
ings, wharves, and other improvements, and
thontroduction of electnie bight.  Real cs-
tato has increascd slowly, and at present is
13 atill going op, tho advanco in zome cases
boang twenly fivo per cent.na year. JIn
side property is now at its fall value, possi-

Lily higher than {acts will wammant «ts belng
held at Ronts aro fair. Rnsiness pro-

miacs cn Governmnent, Fort Johasten, sod )

X ;u:: streets aro h::d] ito bo cl.’b:ained.m Qat
aido preperty, &inilo from tho postefhice, is
isheld at prfua ranging from<M) to §1,500
ger acre, according o locatien, at which

gures coaziderahlo can bo procnsad. Thoe
houses aro all {oll, none can bo tadat any
Teasonablo figato, and tho ercclicn of a
ln§e sumber deoning tho incoming #pning
and summcr is a certxeaty ani ao cqually

zafe invaatment, Thoe hotel axxommoda-

tion is heing extznded, Ina word, theon. | 5753

ward progress of (o city isvery marked
By many a *brom” ix antigpatod on tho
oompleticn ¢f the rallway, but I foar many
wiil be badly “left.” Stroelszre being ox-
tencod and omtlyiog propertios formerly
farmed opeoed into cay lots,  Mazy o
these aro sdairadbly adapted for saburben
Texiioncss, ax trocs are alresdy woll ad
ssoced. Good puro water v cverywhero
obtanable.
TR WEATRER,

Victonas balmy climato has attainoda
world-wiZo fame. At this dade oocasivaal
warm akowers Love tho tenldency to kocp
thaalreeds mist, tho grass grosn, aod im
part a fralimesz m general to ths hethaze,
Ua¢ reads wath wonder tho rosonds of the

thentmedor incther porticzs of tho Do-.

minivmaoliaiog 8 degreo o freexng that
aisaey tass whn lave repded onm Las
odtat ior yearr. mavging from 10© 0 40
below zera. Mot it marely froexen, A
*lizdt £arr{ <t 220w canmes arery cononr.
bis Tecark, aad 8 oW S0eT 1Y amurad

thut this is o rate oocarrenco aud hithorlo
unknown at that particular seascu of tho
year. Tiwo doys sinco in my meanderings
around tho subnrbs of the aity, I plucked
gowany, daisies, aud wild roses on vacant
lote, whito in gardins I behqld all thoe vari
ties of roe-, fuchsias, geraniums, jvy, and
honoysuckles. In the fields tho Chincso
(aro cultivating all tho vejetables, such as
potatoes, turnips, carruts, parsley, celery,
onione, aud delivering them daily to tho
city. This is, 1ndeed, a great contrast with
| the weather 1neat of oar readers aro now
expericucing east of the mountairs and the
great lakes,

On the streots many of the ladies appaur
in gossamercs, and a few in garment trim.
med with fur. Far overcoats am worn by
tho geotlemen. The store doorsaro opey,
and tho display of goodsand merchandite
invitiog, Iam froo 10 coofoss that all this
to my mind has the «ffect of making people
listleas as compared with tho shmp, clear,
brasing weather of other portions of the Do
minica,

<
The Defense of Khartonum.
Khartoum is naturally marked ou$ by its
situaticn as the capital of the Soudan
Bailt in the angio formed by the juuction of
the Bluo and \White Niles, tho meeting point
of the reads from Dongola snd Egypt cn tho
corthwest and north from Suakim and Ber
ber on tho northeast, from Darfur on the
weat, from Kordofan, Seonaar, and the
equatonal provinces on tho south, it is the
commcrcin{) centro of the whola region, and
bas ever sinco tho cotqacat of tho country
by Egypt been tho chicf acat of tho Egyp
tian power, and tho residenco of tho gover-
ner-general of the Soudan, The town, near
which aro sume rzins of the time of the
Pharaohs, is built along tho Jeft bank of the
B.uo Nile, with the White Nilo in its rear,
n a wide, barren, and atoncless plain, and
protocted by dikes s —~inst inundation froin
tho two rivers. It is 1 400 fect above the
aca, and has some 50,000 inbabitants, of
whom anbont two-thizds are slaves, for
Kbartoum was at ono time ths head quarters
of that iniquitons traffic, which, atter the
subjogation of the country by Egypt,rapudly
zzpnlanted tho legitimate trade iuivory and
other natural products of the Soudan, and

which have constantly distmibed the coun

3.

Khartoum 3, from a military point of
view, a position of great atrength, It i
protected by fivo ditched carthwork fcrts,
but theso aro aaid to be weakly armed, acd
its most cficicnt protection are the broad
rivers on cither sidc of it A forco comirg
from tho weat would find it a matter of
great difficalty to crore the Whits Nile in
tho faco ot an coemy ; and, even if the
movement were eficcted, tho approach to the
town across a plain wiich sffords no ahelter
whatever to an attacking force, would bea

very difficolt operation an face of delenders
armed with weapotns of precision.  Tke gar-
rison of Kbarkum is estimatod at 3,600
mep, all thos armed. 13 it truo thal the
mechi, sinco the capture of Obeid, timat
havo a good many wezapona of precision bim-
self, but his troeps sre said, whether from
{agaticum or igutrance, tobeaverse toaing
thomm, Col. Stewart, writing from Kbar
toum ¢ Feb. £0, soon after the it of El
Ubeid, declared that it was ‘‘very mprob
ablo tho mehdi choald venture” $.5 Rbar.
thum. In the conrss of thospriag, k.. wever,
the mehdi did venture, Dut was tagly 1o
palsed. It is likely, therelore, that afterso
% 2 success ho will makeanother attempt
on tho capital, but it is not Jikely that he
will do 20 without lossof time.  Tho pres
cnt 32380 ndeod is Javorable to military
uperaticns, wheress tho summer, and eypa
clally tho months from Jans o Seplembes
—1to timo of tho tains and Goods—greatiy
fataefero with tham,

Bat hic movements hitharto kave baen
charaslerized by anything bat rapidity. It
was two Mmonths alter Lis viciory over Yam
»uf Pacta in the apricg of 1a3t yesr beord
ko appeared at El Qlead, and teven mouths
beloro Do ok it (oo circumitanos may
o him 10 hasten hiamovements,  Aocors

Ging td ¢ne of tho meldi's propheains b
| wou!d be prozlaimad at Kurtoaa prophet

e 504 Tules of Lhe N.adam 02 250 1248 Sk

waalh, which wan tho Legioning of thenew
(X aaalman centudy of 150) atter Heoima
tee m2y 208 with 20 lelthiaberphocy rsmain
loag unfulillal.

. A winke epening : Tho Carisimas clxck.
iz3.

is tho fone ¢ origo meli in all the wars |al),

Tho Chinese X’cople.

Thoe ifollowing memorandumn was drawn
up by Gou, (Chincse) Gordon in 1881 for the
information of tho Chinese Government,
and has many pointa of interest in the pro-
sent situntion :—

*“In spito of tho opinion of »ymo foreiga.
ors, it will bo guoerally acknowledged that
tho Chineso avo contented and bappy, and
the country is rioch and prosperous, and
that tho peoplo aro au fond uuited in their
sentiments and ardently Jesiro to remaina
nation. At coastant intervale, however,
tho wholo of this human hive is stirred by
sevrs disputo botwoen tho Pekin Government
and eomo foreign power, The Chiness peoplo,
grouu of thoir ancisnt prestige, applaud the
Igh tono taken up by tho Pekin Govern
ment, crediting tho government witk tho
.power to support their stropg words, This
goes on for a time when ti‘m government
ves in, and corresponding voxation is felt
y tho people.  Therecurrenco of the:o dis-
putes, tho inovitable surrender althoately
of the Pckin Government, has tho tendeacy
of ehaking the Chiness peoply’a confidenco
m the cartral goverpment, The central
governmnent appreciato tho fact that little
vy littlo their prestigo is beinz destroyed by
their oo gctions among tho Chinesepeoplo:
each crisig then becomes more accentuated
or difficnlt to surmount, as the central
government know ; each coucession is an.
other uail in their coffin. Tho central gov-
eranment fear that tho taking up of a apirited
position by any pre-ominent Caineso would
carry tho Chincse people with him, and
thereforo tho ceotral government endeavor
to keep up appsarances and to skirt tho
precipico of war as near as they possibly
can, while never intending to ‘enter into
war.
**Tho centrnl governmont residing in tho
cxtremity of tho middle kingdom, away
from tho great influences which aro now
workmg in China, can never alter ono iola
from what they wero yearsago; they are
being steadily left behind by tho people
thoy govern. They know thiz, and en.
deaver to atem these influences in all ways
i their power, hoping to kecp tho people
back and :n aguorance. aed to retard
theiv pregress to the samo paco (sic) thoy
themselves go, 1f it can bo called a paco at

*‘I¢ is thereforoa maxim that ‘no progress
2an be made by tho Pekin Government.’
To them any progreas, whether alow or
Enick. is xynenymsus with slow orauick ex-

nction, for they will asver movo.

“The term, *PckinGuveroment® is nsed
adviscdly, for if the central government
were moved from Pekin into some province
where tho pulsations ard aspirations of tho

cd into civil war, Tho fair, upright, and
open courso for the Chineso poopls to take
is to work, throngh the press and by peti.
tions, on the central overnmeont, and to ro.
ucst them to move from Pekin and bring
themselves thus into more unison with the
Chinozo peoplo, &nd thus save that poople
the constant humilistions they have got to
put up with owing to tho scat of $ho central
government beiog at Pekin. This recom-
mendation would noed no secret societios,
no rebellion, no treason. If taken vp ard
ersoverced in, it must sucoeed, and not ono
[o noed bo lost.

“The central govornment at Pokin could
not anawer tho Chineso pooplo except in tho
aflirmative when tho Chineso poople say to
the central government :—“By you residing
aloof from us in Pekin, whero you are ex-

to danger, you separate our interrst
rom yours, and you bring on us humilia-
tion which wo would nover havo to bear if
dou resided in the interior. ‘fako cur ap-
plication into consideration and grunt vur
withos.’

I have been kindly treatod by the central
Pekin  Government and by tho Chinue
people 5 it is for tho welfaro of both partits
that I have written and aigned this paper.
I may havo oxpressed mysell too strongly
with reapect to the non.progressivo atato of
the Pekin Government, who may dosire tto
welfare of the middle kingdom as ardently
a8 acy other Chinese; bat as long os Lho
Pckin Government allows thamsclves to bo
led and dirceted by those drones of thehive,
tho censors, 50 long must the Pekin Govern-
ment bear the blame carned by thoso drenes
in planging China into difficultica. In tho
intect world the bees get rid of tho drones
in the hive.”

Ho Hit Him Hard.

“I met X ou tho avenuo with his bride,
;I‘hoy' 'hnd just rotarned from their wedding
onr,
** Whero aro thoy going 1o live? "
b "] %m':inknoy. Ho:coig me ho had boen
onse-hun since yesterday morni 1
intended to :la;ko a ﬁzt.“ ¥ morning, ax

“Ablindeod! Ho has decided to follow
hia wifo's exzmple.”

RODGER, MAGLAY & £0.'S

‘Lily White” Fioating Soap,
* English Mottled,”
“ Perfection,”
“Palace,” and

Chincsc pesplo could have their lemtimate
ffoct, then the central govarnment and
Clineso people hawing o amison of thoughs,
Fould work toZother.

¢Jt may bo atked. How can tho proreat
state of thinga boaltered ! Hor can China
maintain the kigh positica that the woslth,
indoitry, 2nd innato geodaess of the Chin
oo peeplo entitlo her to havo among tho
tations of tho world? Somo may xay by the
cevolt of this Chioaman ot of that China.
m:wm. Tome this scems moat andeairable,
‘or, in tho first plaoo, soch action would not
heve tho blessing of God, and, in thoascond,
1 wwouid Tosult in the counkry beirg plang-
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“Queen's Own?”

SIOAIPIS

For Pﬂf", Dnnblu:{. ARG
. Frico stand
Ask

cur f3roocer for them and tako no other,
trfal will gufloa to rrove the cocnomy ot
TIlng a pare £oticls. .

RODGER, MAGLAY & €9,

Canzda Sozp axd Ol Werks, Taronta.
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“HEADQUARTERS”
TORONTO SHOE (0,

COR. KING AND JARYVIS,

EEET,

i THE OLD FAVORITE RESORT.

1k, 1126,
TORONTO,

THE NEW LADIES' PARLOR.

IMMENSE STOCK AT

. Cash Prices Only.
®# SQUARE DEALING

Unders Uy Leller have_our Dol Ailestion




