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Appropriate fo the Christmas season
SABBATH SOHOOL FESTIVALS

haveboen held in many of onr oity Ohurohoe.
TYrst came that of Erskino Chureh, on
the oveniug of the 21at Dzcembar. The
iarge leoture room was filled by over 200
happy ohildren and their friends; the pastor,
Rov. J. B. Black, presiding. The onter-
tainment consistod 1argoly of the singing of
hymns led by tho Sabbath sohool choir,
ooneisting of A number of girle, and several
gelections by the Sabbath school fluto band
oomposed of seven boys. Mrs. Black pro-
gided at {he organ, XRofreshments were
provided for all, each soholar veceiving a
little tin peil full of oandies, eto. The re-
otipts of the Juvenile Missionary Soclety
Liave run up from $400 for the five years
previous to 1871 to about §2,200 during
the past fivo years. Mr. John Brodie is
the superintendent of this sehool.—Nexs in
order came the festival of the Chalmers’
Churoh Sabbath gchool, under the super-
intexdence of Mr. Phimister. This school
has the largest avorage attondance in the
qity and i in a very prosperous sondition,
jts missionary ocontribu'ions being most
gommendable, The entertainment given
on the %2nd December was very sucoessful
alike as fo nuinbers, addresses, and the en-
joyment of the comprny. The decoration
of the lecture room o wld act have been in
potter faste.—On Obristmas night the
Sabbath sobool childven of St. Mark's spent
# happy evening in their ball which was
tastefully decked for the ocomsion with
Svergrecns, Ohinese lanterns, eto, The
most asteaotive objeet to the children were
two Christmans trees heavily laden with
pressnts for esoh of the acholars. Short
addresses were given by Rev. Mesars,
Nicholls and Warden, as also by the super-
fntendent, Mr. R. Kerr, aud Mr. R. Glen.
dlaning.~O0n the samie night the Nazareth
strect Churcb was crowded to its utmost
oapacity by a merry throng of children and
thoip. frieids. The decorations reflected
.__oredit on Mr, W, Patterson. Refzeschments
were seryed in great abundanee, and ad-
dresses deliveied by Hev. Principal Mae-
viear, Dr. Patterson, of Pioton, N.8., Mr,
Elliot, (the psator), and Meesrs. Cushing,
Oampbell, Morrice, saud Mr. J. Ross the
iudefatignble superintendent. Tho musical
pait of the programme wis conduoted by
Miss Norval and Mr. R. Hyde. This
school has-a stafl of twenty-seven teachers
and upwards of 800 children on the roll.
Tis missionary coniributions for the year
exceeded $100.—On the evening of the
28th December the Coto street Sabbath
school fostival waa held, the basement
being filled by the scholars and a large
number of their parents and friends. This
gohool is under the efficient superintend-
ence of Mr. David Morrice, who i3 inde-
fatigable in hig efforts to promote ils in-
torests. The attention and general con-
duot of the children was most praise-
worthy, and the meeting in all respeots a
success. Addresses, chiefly on missionary
topios, wers delivered by Dr. Patiorson of
Nova Sootia, Rev, Mr, Warden, Prinocipal
Muovicar, and Messrs, D. Torrence Fraser
and J. Ross. A few seleot recitations and
& number of duetis and other instrumental
sud voeal pleces were renderod by several
of the soholars, and the missionary monies
for the year (about $800) were appropri-
ated, An interesting feature of the meet.
ing was the presentation of a number of
very handsome silver medals and books to
those of the scholars who excelled in the
Bhorter Cateokism and other studies, and
{0 those in the infant elsss who bad col-
leoted the Iargest amount in their mission.
ary boxos during the year. These medals
snd prizes were the generous gift of Mr.
Morrice, to whose large-hearted liberalily
also the ohildren were chiefly indebted for
tho neat tin pails of candies, oranges, elo.,
with whioh they were sent home rejoicing.

In conneotion with many of the Sabbath
Schools of Montreal there are

BANDS OF ROPR.

Prominont smong these is the one in oon-
nestion with 8¢, Panl's Churoh, under
whose auspioes a most sucoessful entertain.
ment was given on the 20th inet. The
programme was & highly intersiting one,
and vonsistéd of tableanx, reading, piano
solos, choraues, eie, by the young paople
oonnested with the band. To the Rev. R.
Tning belongs largely the oredit of working
up this Baud of Hope fo its present flour-
ishing eondition.

An sveni whish premives’ o bo of eon-
’gﬂzﬁh indgrest im the city is the opming
.‘, * . MWW PRNNCR ONUAOE s

ou Onstitiy-dtost. This bullding i now

domplowid, aod is 1o be dedioated on Bab-

&

bath, the 14th of Jsnnary. The order of
servives aunomnced 18 aa follows :—Dev.
Dr. Robb, of Toronto, proaches in Xoglith
at 11 a.m., and e Kev. 0. Ohiniyuy in
Irench at 7 paa. in the afternoon a4 3
o olock addresses are to be dellvered by
Dr. Robb, Dr. Jenkins, Prinoipal Maovioar,
Rov. R. Oampbell, eto. Dr. Robb preaches
also 1n Stanley streot Church on Sabbath
avening, tho colleotion thore as well as at
all tho othor services named being on bu-
half of $ha building fund of the now Frenoch
Church, For the same objoot Dr. Robb
looturos on the evening of Friday, tho 13th,
in Stanlsy stroot Ohuroh, on * British
Liberty.” lickets 25 cents, This new
Ohuroh, wliich is to bo ocoupied by Rev.
Tather Ohiniquy, has been erected in the
contrs of & populons Frenoh district in the
west end of tho oity, about two and a half
miles distant from ¢ Russell Hall"—oux
French Church in the east end, Ii ia a
frame building lined on the outside with
brick, and presents a neat appearance,
The Church proper is seated for about 600,
There sre $wo large ciass rooms soparated
from the main building by folding doora.
When these are thrown open there is ac-
coumodstion for €00 persons. It is de-
signed to use one of these class rooms as a
mission day sohool, and a ‘eacher has
already been appointed who opens the
gohool on Mondsy, 15¢h January. Above
the olass rooms is A xesidence for the teachier
and oareteker of the Church. Tho lot cost
$0,000, and the building complete, includ.
ing furpishings, $5,000,—making a total of
$11,000. *The Churoch is one of the oheap-
est, for it size, erected in Montreal for
many yosre, To defray the cost of Ohurch
and lot only $2,000 hayo yot been obtained,

sum of $8,000 has to be paid the contractor
within & month, and it is earnestly hoped

come to the help of the Boaxd without de-
Iny, and enable them to meet their enga ze-
ments with the contractor.

Bpeaking of Freneh work, Mr. Ohiniguy

Ohureh of Rome he sent as a

P " QRAISTMAS. BOX

of the 25th December.

he would spend & week among ihem,
guaranteeing him all needed protectiom,

ing these people to the Baviour. Thus the
good work goes on.

REV. W, MITCHELL
preached his farewell sermon to a large
congregatim in Chalmers' Churoh on the

foll i1 the colummns d>f the Gazette. Mr,
Mitohell leaves Montreal amid the regrets
of a large cirole of friends whose good
wizhes he carries with him to his new
sphere of labour, St. John, N.B. His
Presbytorian pulpits in the city. The
foundation of the new Churoh for the

COTE STEEET CONGREUGATION

is already laid. Tbhesite is west of Sfanley
street on Dorchester. The cost of the
Chureh inoluding the lot is about $100,000.
In the east ond of the city steps are yow
being taken to securo a site and erect a
new.Church for the Prosbyterian congre.
gation recently organized in that distriot.
REV, DR, PATTERSON,

of Nova Beotia, has been surplying the
Coto stroet pulpit for tho past two or three
Sabbathe. While here he is pushing
through the press a history writlen by
‘himaelf, of the Qounty of Pioton, N. 8., a
work which will doubtless command &
large sale in tho Lower Provinces, and
especially in tho Provizce of Nova Seotia.

The first number of the second volume
of the

¢ PREBBYTERTAN RECORD"

bas just been issued in au entirely new and
much jmproved drese. It is decidedly tha
best number ever isaned, audreflects eredit
alike on the oditor and printer. The front.
iepioce dieplays sxtistio tasie; tho reading
matter, of which there i more thau form-
erly, is xiearly sll original, and has a direct
besring on the interests of the Chursh,
great prominence being Riven to the mis.
slons of our own denomination. The whole
% got up” of the number is good, and the
man mnst be hard indeed to please,and a
chronic grumbler who finde fault with it.
It will compare in avery yespeot most
iayantsbly wiil the Besords of the Home
Ghurebor. At $ho low xate ab whish ib is

supplied it should Aind fta way lwio' the

*

and this chiefly in Montreal. A furthexr:

that friends fhroughout the Chureh will

gives in the Witness the names of 228
converis to Protestantism during the pust
fow woeks, whose withdrawal fromr tte

to the Bishop of Montreal on tho morning

A deputation xepresenting eighteen of
the most respeotable and leading Roman
Oatholic families in a parish within forty
miles of the ocity, waited on Mr. Chiniguy
& fow days ago with the urgenf request that
showing the Gospel plan of salvation, and

The old veteran beging the New Year point.

24th December. The diecourse appeays in

translation leaves no less than three vacant:

o e e e o

Liome of avery family of the Charoh, and
it will bo & matter of surprise if its cirenln-
tion does not largely Increase daring the
yeat, The Churech is o by congratnlated
on enjoying tho sexviess of une su qualified
for the post of aditor as Mr. Croil.
The Aunnusl New Year's Day guvhoring
of the
PRESBYIRKIAN SABEATH BCROGL ABSOUIATION
was hold in Erskme Qlinwrch, on Monday
morning at 10 o’olock, Mr, John L, Morris
osoupiod thoe ohair, and addresses wors de-
livered by Prinoipal Macvioar and the Rev.
Messre, Flook and Nicholls,
ORSRRYER,
[The strike on the Grand Trunk will ae.
count for the late appoarance of onr
oorrespondent’s interesting notes. We
shall be glad to hear from him fre-
quenily,—Ep, B.AP/]

HOME MISSION WORK IN
MANITOBA.

Dr, Ccohrane has sent ns for publioation
the aooompanying lofter from the Rev.
John Soolt, formerly of Napance, who is
now at Emoerson, Manitobs. It is a deeply
interesting and encouraging record of work
done darinz she past year. Will not a few
of our wealthy members respond to Mr,
Soott's appeal for aasistance to ocomplete
the building? The disfriot in which our
ndissionary labours is a monst necessitona
one, and he needs all the sympathy and
substantisl aid $he chureh can afford :

Rrv. DR. QocrrANE: Dear Sir~It is
now a little more than a year since I was
sent to labour for the Lord in Southern
Manitobs and in the northern part of Da-
kota in the United States. In that time
I huvo verymuoch for which to thank and
praiso God, My family allyarrived safoly
in the latter part of June, Our healih has
been almost uninerrnpted. In fact I have
not been edlled o attend a funeral eince I
oame here. X had three in Dakota—one
of an infant, another that of a young man
killed at the American Fort by a drunken
soldier, and the third that of a young man
who shot himself in a saloon at Pembina
on the fonrth of Jaly. As a rale the set-
tlors here enjoy a wonmderful degree of
health and strength.

Another cause of devout gratitude to God
is that in answer to many prayers, God
has kept away from us the loonsts, that so
afflioted the people of Southern Minnesota,
Kansae, and other parts of the United
States. Affer a rainy summoer that far ex-
ceedad the rain fall of ordinary yoars we
had a bountiful harvest, so that there is
abundanoee of food for man and for beast.

In a previousleiter I mentioned the three
places where sorvices have been regularly
keptup. In Emerson we met in & scheol-
house, but the place was far too small for
the congregation. Many were compelled
to stand ontside, while "others went away.
‘We now meet in the Episcopal Methodist
Chureh that has just been opened. Wo
have a Union Sabbath Sohool at 2 p.m., at
{he oloss of whioh our service begins, On
weelk evenings in sminmer we had preach.
ing on the street in front of the principal
) hotel, and many listened with marked ai.
tention fo the Word of God. On a lot
granted by Messrs. Oarney & Fairbanks we
are building a Presbyterian Church, 60 by
80 foet, the larges! in the village. It isnow
inclosed and the floor 1aid. By summer
we hope to have it xeady for opening, In
inolosing it wo have expended our funds,
and asour people and the settlers general-
ly are fow and pooxr we will gladiy receive
any aid towards the fivishing of onr Mebt-
ing House, that the Liord may inoline ihe
hearts of dear brethxen to give. The {otal
cost will probably be about §2,000. The
cost already is about $1,000., Two other
churches have bosn built this summer—one
Episcopalian and one Episeopal Mbsthodist,
whore our people now meet.

On the Indian Reserve ai tho Roseau
River, and for the heathen Indians resid-
ing, we have bniit a sohool-houge, 18 by
24 feet, frame, shingled and fitted up with
soats, desks and stove, at & cost of $820.
Friends in Winnipeg will raise $100. Will
thoso in Ontario aid us with the remaining
$220 2 The Dorainion Government will
give $250 per aunum towards the salary of
a teacher, and your own commitlee
$150, Our Indian teacher, Mr. Cuthbert
Grant MoKay, has just srrived. At a
meeting of the Braves in the houss of
Ohief Ka.wa-twash they expressed a desire
to have presohing in their school-honse.
A young brother, Mr. Archibald MoPher-
son, formerly a member of Mr. Liaing's
congregation, Dundas, who resides near
the Indians, will (D.V.) labour among thex
88 8000 88 he bay learned iheir language.
He is a dovoled Sabbeth cahool teancher,
‘axid denives 4o work for the Liord wheee his
lot is esat,

Pombioa, Dakota. T am Lappy to eay
that iu that wicked plaes we are getling n
vory interesting congrogation. Even Roman
Catliolios are comiug to hear the Word of
QGod ; among othors the snrgeon at the
Amorioan Fort, who 8 a devout Boman
Oatlolie. He, with the officera at tha Fort,
has boen excovdingly kind to your servant
in the miuistry. I onnnot spoak of many
conversfons, but I believe that a few souls
have boou greatly blessed, The Gospel has
boen preached and zeed has beou sown.
What the hnrvest will bo is known o the
Lord. Pray forue and for others in his
distant part of our mighty empire.

As o the temporal matters of the prat
yoar, I have received in all about 3584,
viz :—From your Board, 3450 ; from Em-
ergon, §100, snd from Pembins, 884 on
salary, I lack the 8250 expeoted from the
American Proebytorian Bonrd for miseion-
ary gexvices in and around Pembipa, I
{oel tho want of this the more at this time,
as I had twenty-two aores of whoat de-
stroyed last summor, and vther crops great-
ly injured by a dreadful thunder and hail
sborm that swept over the placo that I had
bought for my family. It was one of the
Lord's lova tokens, and two or three of my
neighbora suffered at the same time, Por-
haps your Board can arrange this mabtsr
forone whois not & member of the Presby.
tery of 8t. Paul, but of the great household
of faith, In the Lord's blessed servico,
Yours ever truly,

Jonx 8oort, Pres. Missionary.
Emerson, Manitoba, Nov. 29, 1878,

PSALMODY UNDER THE NEW
* TESTAMENT DISPENSATION.

BY REV. JOHN DUNBAR, DUNBARTON,

Ne. IIL—(Concluded.)

Our Boottish ancestors were strongly op-
posed to the use of instrumental music in
public worship, and heartily abhorred and
abominated all saoh inunovations, holding
that as the Gospel did not require its nse,
go nejther did forvent piely orave f-, nor
tho servioe of Christ noed it, and believing
what is not easy to gainsay thaﬁg propor.
tion as yreligious seryies rosa inta the spir.
itual, so it would dispense with the ritual
-and vice versa. While suon was the case,
thoy wera by no means indifferent to the
singing of psalas, for from a very early
peridd great pains were taken to instrnot
the people in psalmody. From a ourious
dooument we learn that “men, women
and children were exhorted to exereise
tiremselves in the psalms,” and that ¢ Sun-
dry mausicians of best skill and affsction for
futherance of the Aot of Parliament anent
the instruoting of the youth in musio, have
set down common and proper tanes {o the
whole psalms according to the divers forra
of metres.” The master mind also of John
Knox took care to provide for the publio
neosssities in the matter, and prooured the
aid of musicians, whose names are now
lost, to prepare a cullection of tunes, which
was published in 1567, and contains a list
of tunes of rare excellence and known in
Sootland long after as ‘' Enox psalms.”
They were all arranged in four parts, and
nothing oan surpass the grave and impres-
sive solemnity of some of thsse fine old
tunes, showing in their rich and full har-
monies that they were musters in the art
who prepared them. Some of them were
from the tune L-oks which had been al-
ready published in England, and some
from the Germap and Geneva pealteries,
whiie a few are sapposed to be original,
althongh their authors are not now known;
thoy are, however, all of one school, and
bear the strong impress cf the old Gre+
gorian type from which they are almost all
borrowed, some being almost nots for note,
nnsaltered chants from the old Romish
Churoh, and many of them are to this day
the standard music of many parts of Soot-
land. Singing being in our branch of the
Churoh the only part of the service in which
tho people can aundibly engage, and sas
“ whoso offereth praise glorifies God," it
sho: "1 be engaged in with becoming fore-
thonght and preparation, and scorning the
idea of laying upon the allar of God’s
honse an offering which oosts us nothing.
QOar forefathers feared this and provided
againet it, for in the * Direstory of Publie
Worship,” in which Knox's psalms ap-
peaved, it is enjoined * that while the chief
oare must be to sing with understanding
and graos in the heart, the voics must be
gravely and tunably ordered.” And while
the whole congrcgation were evjoined fo
sing, and while at that time many ef the
people conld not read, the wise and sffeoctive
expedient was adopied of reading the line,
a cuttom which was persistently, and in
many cases all but superatitionaly, kept up
long long afker the oamse which created
snd oontinued it had oepsed .0 exist.

There in no iastramentality whish has

[Whole No, 28¢

A new sokiool-honso has been Luill at | suok a powerful inflaenos wpun sar (ao-

tivnal natare 88 muso , the varly Beiorta.
ors knew this, and tho valuable beddy of
solemn and beantifal masio they have Jeit
bohind thein manifesta Jho Jofty idoat they
had formed of it.  Tnder its iniluoros cox-
rupt aud clarorouns prusious are ha-hied,
Iow and grovelling thoughts exprlled, the
rudled spint I8 oalmed and ccrmposw: , 1od
heart and soul elevatel and fitied tho | . cter
for prefitably entering npon the cother
solomn servioos of tho sanclaary, Siuce
then God has givon us the puwer, alibs to
produce, and profitably ¢pjoy music—sinco
he opjoins and rewarle its use in His sor-
vics, and slnce praiso is the language and
the life of heaven, lot us rejoicingly * enter
into His gatos with thankegiving, and into
His courls with praise, singing and making
melody in our hoarts to the Lord, for He
is good, and His meroy enduarsth for ever,’”

| revtrmmeoaem——————r i)

Tax Exomptions.

Editor Bririon AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Sir,—~Your correspondent *¢ Christiani.
{y," whoever he may be, has made one
grand admiesion in favor of the abolition
of tax exemptions. **T shall not defond
all the exemﬁtionu which the present law
allows.” ¢ No doubt, thoro is neod of re-
fornt in respeot to many things” Now
this s one point gained in this dispute, and
if # Christianlty " had informed your read-
ors, what part of the tax exempiiony noed-
ed relorming, hia letter would have been
more intelligibls, He further states that
Mr. H. unintentionally struck the key note
of what he referrod to, * Turks and Infi-
dele.” T did nothing of the kind. I said
what I'meant, and am honest enough to
tell the truth, Saroly Christlanily wonld
never take the 1xoa0y of Tarks and Infidels
to build and maiotain Ohristian Churohes.
The Turk bas his Mosque, and the Infidel
his lecturs hall. Will ** Obristianity” be
oaudid vnongh to say that if the Turks
built a grand mosqne on a very valuable
lob in the centre of the oity to worship
¢ Allah,” that he should be exempted, or
that the Infidel who had built a hall for the
gurpose of giving lectures, against what he

elieved to be error and superstition, would
¢ Ohristianity " exempt the leclure hall?
Under the logic of * Christianity,” Turk
and Infidel wonld olaim tax exsmptions,
I think % Christianity * weunld pause before
doing so.

N-# allow me to tell * Ohristianity '
that the Oity Oounoil does not propose to-
Ak eithor Chvistinn, Tark, or InSdel for
their opinions, let them bs whatsver they
may, but the property they possess.
Surely this is right that all persons and
property should pay their just share of
the taxes, and ho has no right to tax
either Christian, Turk or Infidel, for a sys-
tem of religion that he has no sympathy
with. No one will deny that the
ohurches have done, and are doing & good
and ennobling work, but this admissior
does not entitlo churohes to be exempt
from taxation,

“ Ohristianity " says that the Glode
admits that olergymen are, as a olass, un-
derpaid. If so, i{ is none to the honour of
the Ohristian people. This is no argu-
ment why they should be exempled from
taxation, but is an argument why their
congregations should give more to enable
them not only to pay their taxes, but to
uphold their religious ealling with dignity,
aud meet the many demands on their
charity with a liberal band, and not to
inorease the tax of the poor deluded Tark
sud Infidel, so that they may pay less to
support the teachers of that pure Chris-
tianity whioh says, * Therefore, all lhings
whatsoever ye wonld that men should do
to you, do ye even so fo them, for this is
the law and the Prophets.

“ Ohrigtianity " in his zeal forgets that
in advooating that churehes sheuld be ox-
empt from taxation, that he is advocating
a groat injustice in making me and vthers
}my tho taxes for a Church we do not be-

ievo in, and which 18 an_indirect support
of Church and State, and that I have no
right to be obliged by law, where we have
no Church and Stste, to pay for the church
of my neighbour.

In oconclusion, allow me to say to
# Christianity " that the abolition of all
tax exemptions will no¥ impose more
taxes on those who now pay them, but wil}
cause a redistribution in the imposition of
taxes, and will cause a olass of persons
and property to pay taxes ithat have
hitherto been oxempted. Henoco it follows,
that thoss who now gay taxes will pay
less, and I would farther ey, that every
ian should bave a fair day's pay for sor-
vices rendered, and this pay snonll be
given ungrudgingly by those who receivo the
immediato benefit and profit of ruch ser-
vices, &0 thnt they oan pay thewr just
ahiare of the taxes. Yours truly,

Jony Haruay.

December 19, 1876.

Dr. JENRINS has been appointed Moder-
stor of the Montreal Presbytery for the en-
suing {erm,

Our readers will welecome the advertise-
ment of the popnlar Seedsmen, Messra. D.
M. Ferry & Uo., of Detroit, Mioh, Their
Seed Anunal for 1877 far surpasses theix
?rovxoug numbers. This firm, ous of the
argest in the Seed business, needs no in-
dersemant fron: us.

Tue anniversary servicos in oonneetion
with Knox Ohunreh, Rlora, wers keld on
Sabbath, the 94th December. Rev. Mx
Buith, of Toronlo, osoupied the pulpic
morning and svening, and his discourss, on
eash ocosmaion, met with the heariy ap%ov-
Tecticns

alof large oouﬁqnﬁou. The
te about $70. o

amounied




