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CHAPTER IL

Alexander Wernin was G0 years old. He
wns a scnator, Counselor of State and o
knight of many rders. Ho Lad an iucome
of 100,000 rub?mo year and only one daugh
ter, tho fair Jaua, who was to inherit his
wholu fortune.

Wernin wasa favoritea . Court und devoted
heart and soul to the Emperor. In every ro
form or innovation he saw revolutionsry ten
dencics and believed firmly that einco tho
Freach Revolution of 1789 the reign of the
Antichrist had begun. His respect for the
hicrarchy of thecivil servico wes very extra.
ordinary, subordination and ctiquette wero
to hiin Christian virtucs. As soon as he saw
a Pnivy Councilor ho rose ; a General he ac
~ompanied barcheaded to his carriage in the
bitterest cold, andalwaysbared hishead whea
any one uttered the name of the Czar in his

rescuce, IHe rcguimd, however, something
Ekc it from his inferiors, also, for himself;
ho called every inferior officer Ly his Chris-
tian namo and only became respectful with
Privy Councilors. He often repeated the
words: ““In my cyes no one is anybody who
is not a Counselor of State or «. Colonel.”

The unly exception he made was in behalf
of the surraundings of the Czar. \Whuaever
heappearcd atCourt—and this occurred quite
often—he bowed even to the lackeys who
wore the imperial livery. In spito of these
eccentricities Alexander Wernin was one of
the best meainth- world, couraguous, noble,
ever ready to help others and benevolent.
He won the loveand esteem of all who cane
in closs contact with him.

Jana, bis only daughter, whom he loved
with his wholo heart, wasin every scnse of
the word a spoiled child, and the exormous
fortpne of her father enabled her to gratify
cvery whim. Gadoally she came to tyran-
nize over him catirely ; he never ventured to
cheek her in her caprices and he trembled
at a look from her. Jana did no! look at
all like a fair daughter of the North. In
her dark cycs, overshadowed by heavy,
Llack brows, cvery moment flashes of impa-
tience or wrath wonld shine forth ; her ges

tures were quick, passionate, full of lifcand

cncrg{;.od Her beauty was enchanting, and
«everybody soon recognized in her the omni-
potent woman, before whom all in tho house
kvelt down. And Jana was, by nature, not
bad at all; there was nothung devilish in her
«oycs 28 in thoae of Goorge Sand’s heroines ;
when shie was at rest her featares reflected

" tho satisfaction of a Queen whose every wish

is silenily fulfilled by her subjects. \Wrath

v heart was .good aud her joy test
e " pould make others .ha‘;:piml’n-
;- 3b¢, ‘the object of continuous
ecomo 80 proud that when
% -oroonfcrred a benefit sho

Rt fodd that her presenco

SR TOT

Q¥ hon tho tem: rkable
Pdedinistry-of the In-
:Arawing

es:of an al-

.o -1_1;951’!’

Christian name, *‘you are 1n love with mo,
arc you nott”

Tfm young man blushed, then turned pale,
and was barely able to fold lus handsas if 1n
silent prayer.

**1 love you also,” continued Jana, and her
vorce, which was generally 1cy cold, became
of a sudden soft and gentle. “Will you make
me your wife?”

Count Lanin fell on his knees overwhelmed
by his unexpected good fortune, kissed the
hewmn of her dress and was 80 rejoiced and o
deeply moved that the haughty beauty did
not rcpent having given Inm such vigorous
cucouragement.

The next day Jana informed her father of
her engagement.  The Councilor wns unable
to oppose any wish of his daughter, and
morcover, Lanin pr «sessed all that could bo
desired 1n o son-in-law and was certainly an
excellent match. Alexander Wernn gavo
Lus consent moat willingly.

As Jana knew only one will and that her
own, and as she never liked to wait, she
determmned to have the wedding at once.
Wernin knew no lifficulties and 110 impedi-
ments when his daughter’s wish was mnade
known to him, and he turned cverythiog
upside down in tho house in preuaration for
the wedding on the following Sunday.

On Tuesday Lanin wasalready busy send-
ing out invitations, which he did very
methodically, having gone through all the
cards of fnends and acquaintances, sclecting
thosc to be favored and now appending
thoir names to engraved mvitations. Lanin

used for a moment i this occupation.

xamining one card which evidently caused
him great surprise, he read it onco more,
laugheil aloud and asked, showingat to hus
betrothed :

“Who might thisbe ¥

Jana raieed her cyes and said smiling :

*] must sco tho name; I cannot read 1t
trom here.”

*‘Onophts Schelm, Privy Councilor, Head
of hvision 1n the Mmistry of the Intenor,
Knight of the Order of St Stanislas, I. Class
of the Order of St. Ann, &c., President of
tho Socicty for the Protection of Auimals,

;c. Caravan strect, 35.”

Jona langhed aloud.

*‘He 13 ono of my adorers, who szt Satur-
day asked my hand through the agency of a
very hl‘g;xscmonaﬁe. When father broaght
me his he sxid very solemnly : Thux s
a map recommended to us from glgh places:
and :f Lamin  did not have our word lhe
would not be a man to he despised. At all
cvenis, we must be carcful not to offend lum
and I shall at oncogoto the Mimister and
tell him that Mr. Schelm came too late.
.\!lofn«lny Ishallcall on Mr. Schelm him-
w “ ”

*Do you know this admirer?  asked
Lequn.

“I never s3w him*™ answered Jasa,  *To
tease father, I asked him if my unknown
worshipper was handsomo and young. ‘He
18 not 40 yct,” was the answer, ‘and has
already socured o high posmition; he looks
well, too, when he puts on all hus onder

v:;?
3® *C and -decorations.” To pumish father for
aod peoidhg s, ;

g this, I forbade his going to the M.

MY fiter, and.to'd him to use nothing but cmpty

o

~pluxges  He wanted to make excuses,” con-

f}_ -h:‘ Junz, Ianghing memnly, “buti did

en . Jiim get his breath, so that, to thus

(Mveno idoa whatsort of a man he
PecRbor o1 carc in-the lcast.”

Ri3led  ahrie & tepeated Lamn, 1

édlaw. Hewns an
orions sory of man
ials Derhapsit is
.: S )

Lanin was hesitating, but Jana frowned
and ho quickly did uio was bid. .

“What is now to bo dono with his visit.
ing crd 1 ho agked, nfter having copicd
it oxactly,

“Throw it into the fire,” sho said eagerly,
“oven his niemory shail perish. A man
whom I never saw in all my life, who did
not, oven condescend to appearin porson ns
asuitor for my band, ho damd.to ask iny
hand. 1have indeed a right to be augry t”

Lanin tosaed ths card ixto the firo and
rang t a bell,

*Now I have douo with the first it of -
vitations,” he said, twning to Jana, “may I
scnd them off at oncoY”

Jana consented, and the Count handed to
the servant a pilo of lotters to be carnied to
the Post Oflice ; then bio sat dowa acar Jana
and looked enrapturoed into her cycs.

*‘When I see, my love,” ho said ina whis.
per, *“how you treat other mortals, I wonder
and rejoico at my own great good fortune. I
love you, not merely becauss you aro delight-
fully enchanting, witty, wise, and fair, but
also because you are conscious of yourself and
res

t yourzell.”
S’l,?: preased his hand.
«I seem cold to you, perhaps, Viadimir,

but believe me, I can love ! rin mind,
my darling, all my life I have been spoiled
and flattered. ThusX pmbablly overesti-
mate myself; but, at all events, I demand to
be lov: ionaicly, alono and above alt
others. Yor him who loves me thus—and
you, Vladimir, I think, are capable of doing
so—for hiin I am ready to mako overy sacn-
fico and to surrender everything. It is not
difficult to love, surrounded with almost re-
luxury as we aro, but I sometimes focl as
if I wish my dream was fulfilled ?”
_ **What dream, dear heart?”  asked Lan.
in :

“] sometimes sco {ou, in my dreams,
alone, forsaken and un .app{. 1 sec you in
a faroff country, in o hut, hopeless and al.
most d g. Istep into the poor,
wretched hut, but not in rich dresses an
full of joy, not, as now surrounded by flat-
terers and admurers, bug fatigned by a lon
journcy and in ra And yet I am fairan
you love me still. You were despairin
manly because you thonght you woul
never sce me again. My prescuce makes
the but look beautiful to your eyes ; I bring
you new hope, happiness, the best consola-
utior, and L am mysclf happy. Oh, g0 hap-

y ¢

P Lanin fell on his knees before her and cov-
cred her snow-white hand with ardent kisses.
Tears were in lus cyes as he cried:  **Janas,
do not say such things or you will drive mo
mad with sheer happiness. I could almost
wish to be unhappy, to find-y su near mo, to
live for you and in you, and then to dic-at
your foet, but I cannot_imagine your living
in such & ocondition. Luckily, it is all a
dream,” ho added, smiling,.** an 1dle dream,
that can never bo mhwnf, for of you should
ever follov me to foreign lands 1t could only
Lo to Pans or London when X am appoi- .ed
Secretary of tion !

At this mament the doors opcned and
Wemin entered, dressed in his gala uni.
form and covered Tith stars and orders. Ho
shook hands with Lanwn, kissed bis daugh-
ter and said ¢

*Your obedient father reminds you that
this 1s the Jast of the three days during
which your last admirer wks not to be men-
tioned, and I was forbidden to make my ex-
cases Wtho Minister.  You see how your
tlave obmys you, bat lenger I dare not
wa "

*Dear father,” replied Jana, ““do what
ou ltke , I sct you frec.  So that was the
Limster of the fmcnor ¢ Count Perowszk:

was kind cnoogh to Le interested inmy fate.
I am exceedingly obliged to hum "

‘* Youare forcver jesting child, becasso

{on do not know whatlifezs. You do .ot

inow what trifles may snddenly bocome of
tho atmost importance. Poople who hold
tho rudder maust never be offended 1

Jana mnterrupted him: “You can tako
my cxcuses, too, when you call on the
Count and on Schelm : I have just played o
good trick on the head’of the division 1”

0ld Wernin was almoet beside himself,

**xui aro .not in carnest, I hope, when
yousmay that  Yon surely were not childixh

- enough Lo offend n suan whn has never dono
_z:tz;mybmﬁ’ IXhat frivolty that would

A 1oan who-dares ask for my'hand
hls Minister, -withont xnowing nic,

$owithow$-ever having eatered onr houso?

. ' .

Who docsho think Iam? Dear father, you
almost mnke mo axgry.” .

“For four ycars Mr. Schelm has boon at
overy ball givon in our house and two years
ago lio hintod at hls intentious, although so
obscuroly that X took it but for general
politencss.”

*‘Then, I supposo, he belonga to tho ugly
ol men who pluy whist during the ball or
watch our daucing from afar off. Al the
grcnlticr is his guilt.” 1 )

*Hu is neithor v .old por very ugly.
The Ministes was lfirx{d enough to ::yofm% ix

rson and soliciv your hond. I was not at

ome. To-day I shall explain the matfer,
and I beg you will not cansc mo any new
anxicty with your frivolty.”

** But, dear father,” satd Juna laughing
heartily, *I did not dreain of jesting -with

ow auswer to his demand for my hand

have sent Mr. Schelm an invitation tomy
wedding, giving him_carefully all the titles
on his ndiculous card.”

¢ Did ahe really do «hat?" asked Council-
or Wernin,

“*Certainly, Counciler,” replied Lauin,
smiling, *‘and we have actually committed
that crime.”

Old.Wernin turned very pale.

“Toolish, impndent children!” bo ox-
claimed. ¢ Do you know who that man
‘Schelm is? Do you know that from his
offico in the Mimstry of the Interior hio dis-
ﬁoséa of our fortuncsand our lives? Do you

ow that "he decides questions which we
duro not allude to in conversation¥ You all
trémble when ysuhear the head of tho

endarmes mentioned. Well, Schelm is a

tundred times more dangerous than Count
Orloff. Do your duty to the Czarand to Rus-
‘sia, and you need not fear the high officials.
But tremble when those subordinate peopls
approach you who havo .such formidable
Eowm in their hands; tremblo when. you
Schelm disposce of . equnt. power wath the
8ch of an wer wi e
wead of: 4lis gendnmgt,q bxil:,p‘;t. is hidden,
mysterious, and he is ‘capable of using his
mwerrudﬂi to gmu.ff -his-ambition zud

revenge..Xou laugh {Itell you, if youhave
wounded- his sclf-love, we .ate-lostt! No
money, no influence, can save vs from ruin !

Jana did not mind her father’s ominons
forcbodinga in the least.

¢¢ He.must bo a Chamberlain,” she mid,
ironically, *‘ or yon would not csteem him so
}}I‘igh;y;a How is j4 that this title ianoton

3 ’l.

is

Perhaps for the first time in kislife the
old man cast & stern Jook athis danghter.

<« My child,” hosaid very seriously, *‘ your
jestsaro out of place here.;NoWSchelm isnot
a Chamberlain ; he doesnot evenbold a high
f‘xl:wo, but his poweris great. I am not a

iberal, and I do not despise the men who
are nocessary in order to watch over tho life
of his Majeaty and who hofiorably do their
duty. I koow Schelm too littls to say what
sort of A man he is, but his-hatred £lls mo
with ap, ension for you, my child, my
dcarest Jana'——hero the poor old man’scycs
filled with tcars and hopressed his daughter
to his breast. ‘I tremblo for you, ﬁa’dio
mir, and for my own child”

The young diplomat, who hsd silently
listened to- the old man’s sronds, look
proudly.up and said =

*¢ Foar not,.Councilor, for ns? My life 13
blamcloss. I am loyal to my Emporor and
always shall be. I 1&\: nothing, but against
vilo calumny tho influenco of my unele, the
Adjutant of his Majcsty the Emperor, will
protect me.”

** And if ho wero the Adjatant of St. Nich-
olas himself he could not protect you agawnst
Schelm's denuncintion ¢ Do you hear that,
young Hotspur "

Never had.- the Councilor shown such ox-
atement—acver had ho uttered the names of
theZEmperor and of St. Nicholasin such a
way. Jana bocamoat last awarothat herall-
tumed jest might find resolt in evil conse-
quences, and a3 in thedepths of her heartshe
loved her father dearly, sho:siepped op to
him, kissed him tenderly u&.m&

“ Bo calm, I beseech you, Gear father ! 1f
this Mr. Schelmn holds such a:high position
he cannot bo a fool. He must ace the real
meaving of our nvitation and look apon it

a3 a poor joke.”

**Schelm is .o vain, ugly and malicions

man.” replied Wemin, *‘{orgettiog what he
haid just said. *“He makesall thio-greater
rétensions bocanse ho feels how little ho

4 } r‘!i{q bag done me no harm, yov zay, fath 'sucrves them. Pcrhaps it woald bo botter

for -you if you -had conspired aginst tho
Car, than to indalge. in such--a-dag,
jost. But this is no time for eomphasft:—m
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