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of this description assuredly at work throughout the mighty hosta ofAsia at this
moment, in India and China, and elsewhere. It is a question of time if we
persevere, and other religious bodies persevere, ultimatoly there wili be a
great recompense of roward. But my confidence is based on something higher
and botter. I find men of science and literature as they call themse ves,
pouring contempt on what they denounce as the old and obsolete evidences of
Christianityr and therefore on Christianity itself. Now it bas been my own
lot to bo dnven to examine these evidences in all their bearings as reaisted and
and cpposd by the acute intellects of atheistic, pantheistie, and polythoistic
achools, and all the rest of them ; and I do now say here this day, with the
utmost emphasis of faith, that to my own mind at this moment these evi-
dences hulk more massively than ever, and with more rock.like aolidity than
ever. The Bible bLiing thus based upon unassai!able and irrefragable evidence,
I am bound to take the truth it contains as the very z1ath of God ; and, among
other truths, I find it their declared that God had a purpose with regard to this
world from eternity--that Ie had a purpose not merely of creation, but
a purpose of redemption, ard that among the mysteries of Providence is this, that
God is often more glorified by redeeinng out of evil than by preventing evil;
that, theiefore, an<els and men were permitted to fall, among other reasons
for this very enÏ that out of their fall this glorious character of God
should bo unfolded in ways in which it could not be unfolded in tho
works of oreation. I find all this, and more than this, in the Bible, and I am
encouraged to look for the issue in the light it gives. I find that this
earth is designed to be the theatre for unfolding the mighty work of redemption -
and I am sure, from the study of the Bible, that when the last sinner is called,
and wîhen the last saint shall have fiaished bis course, thon the presont organ.
ization will be at an end, and the earth will be wrapped up in its«winding-sheet
of flame, and that a new boni en and a ncw earth will thon appear, whereindwell.
eth righteousness. All this with the Bible in my bands, I am bound with the
most absolute assu iance of faith and hope to look forward to, and I am encour-
aged to look beyond the darkness of the present, with its trials and discom.
fitures, and try to realize the bright and glorious prospect that is yet hidden.
Whatever may be the intermediate processes-I say nothing of them-I say
nothing about the millennarian or any other view of the subject-I merely say
in general terms, that whatever be the intermediate processes by which we shalf
one day be landed on scenes surpasirg fable, we ought all of us, with the
most absolute assurance of faith and hope, to look forward to the realization
of all these bright visions which are unfolded to us by the prophetic muse.

Looking calmly and candidly at the whole business, it may be that the man-
ner in which God will accomplii all this may be wholly different from our an.
tecedent anticipations ; it may be in a way that shall prove ve:y humbling to us
all, It may be that one and ail of us ill have to make endless confession of
our short-comings of different kinds and degrees ; it may be that one and allof
us shall have on bended knes to confess bitterly the many ways in which we
have wronged our neighbours by our hastiness, uncharitableness, and by our
precipitate judgment. It may lo, for aught I can tell, that all our existing
ecclesiastical organizations, so devoutly idolized by many of us, may have to
go down to actual dissolution so that thes e may rise up one great, glorious,
reconstituted Church,worthy Ot its Great Head and King. Al this and much
more may be, but we may he sure the end will be glorious. This may to
many-to the eye of sense and of blinded, perverted reason-be the very cli-
max of unlikelihood. It nay ,em that there are oceans of difficulties and
inountains of impossibilites in the way; yet faith ought to pre-ail. The intense
assurarte of God'a omnipotence wili level these mountains and roll out these
ocean s ia..a emptiness, makxig way for the effusions of the Spirit of Graqe
over a ransomed and gladdened world. It may be that the aspect of thinge is to
the eye of sense dark and ominous. The shaduws of evening may çvcn now he


