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would bring in at the ealiest period a bill to rclieve the wrongs

against which the medical body had so long perseveringly reivon-

strated. o .

* Concerning the medical regulations established in March, 1803,
to which additions and amendments have been made at different
periods, by Royal ordinances and by the Council of Public In-
struction, I will endeavour to give the leading points, avoiding, as
rauch as possible, unnecessary detuils. . ‘

The medieal body, as now constituted, consists of Doctors in

Medicine, and officiers de sanfe; the former graduates of one of
the three aniversitivs of Paris, Strasburg, or Montpellicr, and en
titled to practice in any portion of France. while the latter an in-

ferior grade, ure merely exdmined by medical juries und can only

practice in the department in which the examination was passed.
In order to becoine a candidate for the former grade, M. D, the

_person must produce his act of birth ; the coasent of hisfather or
guardian, if he be vuder twenty-one years of age; a certificate
from a civil authority of good moaral character, together with one
or two miner requizciments 3 and finally the diploma of Bachelor of
Letters and Sciences, though the latter is dispensed with when the
‘aspirant desires merely to heeoms an afiinier de santé. The pe-
rivd of Study for the title of 3. D, is four years, during which
time the candidates take out sixteen inseriptions, as they arc call.
¢d, which arc but certificates of attendance’ upon the preseribed
cowses, submit to five examinations, and defend a T'hesis, at the
cost of one thousand franes, and the piice of the diploma being
ouc hundred franes, the combined cost of the whole amounts to
cleven hundred francs. ‘T'he subjects of the examinations may
thus be cnumerated— :

1st examination.—Anatomy and physiclogy, dissection, the
candidate being required to makesome (fisignatcd anatomical pre.
paration in the dissceting rooms m six hours, relative to which he
is askted questions. ‘ :

- 9nd Ezaminatign.—Internal and external Pathology with apo-
“rations. )

. 3rd Ezamination.—Natural ILstory, Physics, Chemistry, and
Pharmacy, the candidate replying demonstratively to the ques.
,tions addressed o him on chemical substances and mcedical
plants. . . .

4th Ezumination.—Mecdical Jurisprudence, Materia Medica,

:and Therapeutics.

. 5th Ezumination.—Consists 1st, in a eomposition in Latin or

French upon a medical or surgical question, the subject of
“which is determined by lot, 2d,1n the examination of onc or
“more paticnts in some onc of the hospitals, after which they deli-

ver their diagnosis and the trentment which they consider should
be adopted. - The thesis is required after this last exannnation.

The subject is chosen by the eandidate.

. 'Thus, you perceive the first, second, and fifth cxaminations

and the latter part of the fourth, are eminently practical.

" The gfficiers de santé, as I have remarked, are not required v

“have the diploma of Bachelor of Letters ; they undergo three oral
‘examinations, the first, on Anatomy; the sccond, on the Ele-
“ments of Medicine 3 and' the third, ‘on Surgery and Phanmcy.
Officers-de Santé are prohibited fromn taking the title of c{ocl. s
though through a strange oversight in the law, they may with im~

- punity assume the appellation of * mncdecin,” given in commion to
doctors, officiers de sunte, and véterineries. The new bill pro-

"poses to remedy this.  Officiers de sunté arc not allowed to per-

* form important surgical operations, except under the superinten-

;'dence of a doctor of medicine, ‘Lhe penaltics which may be at

‘prescnt enforced against persons practising illegally, are : a fine
“of from one hundred to one thousaud francs against any indivi-
dual practising as a doetor ; and a finc of from L\'vcnty-ﬁ\'ot?

“five hundred francs against those practising as officiers de santé.
In cuse of o sccond offence, the finc may be doubled, uad the of-
fender imprisoned for a period not exceeding six‘momhs.’ '

“This is the currientum of medical studies for these two degrees,
and the state of the medical profession under the present system.

" In the new bill the léading points relate— o

» " 1st—T0 the two classes of practitioners, docturs of medicing

- and officiers “de sante. . o h
" 2d—'P¢ the repression af illegal practice. o

+ 3d,~T'o forcign physicians who desirc to practice in France.

"T'he bill proposes the suppression of

ths aficiers de sunte, swho !

are to be replaced by graduatesjin medicine who, for a fixed salary,
are 1o give gratuiteus medical attendance’ upon the poor.:. The
Congress demanded this clause by an immense mujority, and, as
Count Beugnot styled in his report, it may be traly saidto be! la
disposition capitale de la nouvelle loi> -Relative. to the second
point, the illegal prattice of medicine, the new law declares.that
any person practising’the healing art without having graduated '
in one of the Freneh' Faeultics, or withont a duly legalized au.
thorization from the French Government, shall be lable to,impri-
sonment for a period of not less than 'six months, and not exceed.
ing two years ; for thesecond, imprisonment, the minimum_period
of which is Lwo years, and the maximum five years., A clause at
first inserted in the bill, but which has been modified by the com.
mittee, provided that all medical men, who might ineur theslight-
est punishment of the simple correctional police, should be depriv.
cd of their right to practice. This, as you may well suppuse,.ex.
cited almost universal disapprobation, and certainly, knowing..as
every, Frenchman does for how every trivial offences one may; be
punished by that not always perfeetly just tribunal, the correetional
police, not without reason. On the third point, namely, the prac.
tice of foreign medical men, it is proposed by the new law that
o foreign physician shall be authorized to practice in France, un.
less it shall be previously decided by the Royal Council of Pablic
Instruction, that his diplema is. cquivalent, as an-altestation of
length of studies and respectability of the university which confer.
red it, to that granted by the I'rench Faculties.  Further, the.au-
thorization may be restricted to a certain locality,and confined to
a limited period, ahd is'always revocable at pleasure.. They are
amenable in the sume extent as French practitioners to the present
laws concerning - punishments,'and willsbe in the same degree

‘to any that may be herealter established, Concerning forcigners

who desire to take the degree of Doctor of Medicine in the French
Faculties, the diploan of Bachelor of Letters of some university,
whosc degrees are considercd equivalent to thoseof ‘France, is:re.
quired. And doctors in medicine.or surgery, graduates of foreign
faculties who desire to obtain the same grade in one of: the facul.
ties of France, of which, as I have before: rcinarked, there; are
thiee, are required to undergo all the trials of: the: doctorate;-that
is to say, the five examinations and the thesis, - They must, pre.
viously address a  request to -the Minister of - Public: In.
gtruction in order Lo cbtain the inscriptions,  which are allowed in
the propurtions of two thirds of the time speut in foreign universi.
ties. Thus, to obtain the sixteen inscriptions equivalent:to the
four years of study necessary for the doctorate, he. must show by
certificates that he has studied s:ix years in these .universitios,
"The price of the diploma is the same as thongh he wero an inha-
bitant of France, that is one handred franes. "+ ° -~ .- x

Tie Faculties of France may be said 'to consist 1st, of “Profes.
sors of the Fuaeulties of Medicine who lecture on the -various
Yranches ofymedical science ; 2d, agreges or assistant professors;
and 3d, of professeurs particuliers, or private'medical teachere.
Professors, astistant professors, and private teachers are all nomi-
nated by concours. According Lo the present system doctors 1n
medicine are allowed to contend for ‘any vacancy that may sccur
in the professorships, and the consequence is that cencours are in.
cessantly going on, and the host of competitors is often’ very dis.
proportioned to the importance of the plucessought.’ Thus, Iast
year, there werc two vacancics for the situation of ‘sargeon to the
hospitals at Paris.  There were “thirty-two candidates, and the
concours lasted five months. The new law proposes:to allow.only
agreges to be eligible, S NS
. Notwithstanding the lrereulean labouts of the medical profession
of France in the field of pathological anatomy, while ithey have
luid the medical body throughout the world under lasting obliga.
tions and given them an cnviable and just’ ccebrity, attracting .
pupils from every quarter of the civilized globe ; notwithstanding
the magnificent bequest of Dupuytren of . $40,000, for the estab.
Jishment of a chair of morbid anatomy, a bequest, the spirit of
which has been so zealonsly carried out by the indefatigable and
carnest M. Ocfila, there is much yet remuining to be' done.’. The
new'law acting upon this principle provides, for tlic formation: of
laboratories, in the faculties and secondary schools, where the stu.
dent will be forced, by (requent post-morfem examinations, fo ae.

. '
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‘guire that knowledge of orgauic lesions which is now: de¢med.so

essential @’ part: of - the feducation of . the ~intelligent .and accom-
plished pliysician.—Dr: Yandell's Notes on Medical Matters and
Medlical Menin Puaris; from the Western Journal, -



