288 DISCUSSION ON VACCINATION.

tissuc may occur, and the condition of local sepsis is sémetimes allowed-
to continue because it is not recognized that a vaccination must be
given treatment accorded to a similar lesion from any other source:
There is, therefore, practical proof that the infections of the skin in
.lcunatlon arc clinically and bacteriologically of little 1mportance ;
but it will be readily allowed that without due precaution some one of
these bacterial hirds of passage may in the thousandth case prove to
be a very virulent bacterium ; and as in fabled history should the Snark
turn oui to be a Boojum, the most serious results may occur.

The removal of the hacteria of the skin is, on the plain surface, a
matler of soap, water and friction ; for the sweat glands and hair
follicles this is inadequate, and it is prob'lblc that the best results will
Le obtained by the use of absolute aleohol, which can replace the air
in the cavities niore 1'e‘1d11v than any other fluid, ether mcluded From
its ability {0 mix with water, it will more readily make its way in all
the interstices which are already.moist wﬂh water prewouslv 'lpphed :
or with the waler .of the tissues.- ' R !

The hacteriology of the glycerinated ])mphs in cneml may be,.
briefly slated as follows :—They. are probablw not of neccsmt} stenle‘.
at the. time of ~cahng ; in any tube a few weeks, old, ihe pﬂthogenma
germs are found to have d]ed out ; non—patllofremc ﬂorms may he,
present. AR

In 1898, specimens of rrl\ ccrlmted Iy mph were =ont out hv Profcuor,."
Copeland and' examined by Drs. Adami and - lqtcs. Some were |
slerile ; the only hacterial® forms found at all were B.. mesentericus .
and Sarcina,—both normally inhabitants of the air and the soil.

Within the last three weeks I have examined bacteriologically
samples of ihe glycerinaied lx'mpbs manufactured by three ]cadmoi'
firms ; all proved sterile. Co

The poinis were examined in the same way, and of the samples uscd,
(again three of the most prominent were selected), but one proved to
be sterile.  The other ones showed cach a growth of a single bacﬂlm, ‘
which was in cach case, one of those frequcntlv found in air. For
ohvious reasons the names of the manufacturers of these points are
not stated ; from so little prooi‘, an injustice would probabh be donc'-
to one, and an inflated value given to another. ,

These observations do not prove, bhut merc]v point towards . then'.f
conclusions ; viz, that glycerinated Iymphs are ,bactcn‘o]ogl‘cally the -
purer, (ﬂ101’(°‘h not JICCC-...aIIIV sterile), hut that the points if they

carry germs, are likely to carry only those that may light upon the
wound from the air, which as causes of infection are vcnerally of httle
moment.



