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LARVA INFESTING THE PARSNIP.

(Depressaria Ontariella., n. .91.)

BY TRE EDITOR.

Last ycar our bed of garden parsnips turncd ont so badly, in consequence
of the protracted drought of the scason, that most of' thcm were not worth
digging; thinking, however, that we miglit as well get fiome seed from them
as they were a good variety, we left tliem wvhere they were for the wintcr.
When spring came they looked beautifully freshi and green, and soon grew
most luxuriautly, sending up tali stems and producing litige umbels of fiowers.
There wai a grand prospect of a fine crop of zeed, and we began to prt, -lac
supplies of it to some of our neiglibours, who complained that their's .,- not
satisfactory,--all, iu(leed, looked fair and promisitig till the last weekc i June,
when " a change came o'cr the spirit of' our dreamn! " The fine umbels of
flowers began to look rather unhappy. Dccidedly seedyv in one sense, but by
no mneanst iiseedy " in another. Webs appeared over them, tiny caterpillarsi
werc seen to be thick about thiem, and very soon the big umbels were con-
tracted iinto shapelesa masses of web and exerement, the fiowers were all
caten up, the prospect of seed ivas utterly and entirely gone !After the
fiowers were ail consumed, some of the more juvenile caterpillaris tried the
uppermost green leaves, but not fanding them to their taste they soon left
thora, and followed the example of the seniors, who had burrowed into, the
hoflow stems, and were quietly eatitig the soft white Iining, out of sight of'
ail their enemies. Most of thern entered the stems at the axils of' the leaves,
but sonie few burrowed directly into thiem, making a round liole in the sides.
By the l4th of July, the majority of them had disappeared inside the stems,
and there they lay so thick, some in the larval and some ini the chrysalirl
state, that one could hard)y cut a stemn in t.wo, at a venture, with a kuife,
witlîrut performing tne saine operation on a pupa or larva as well. Some of
the caterpillars were se unkind as to wander off to a bed of the newly sown
par8nips and eaL, a goodly quantity of tiieui, after having destroyed ail our


