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knowing itself to be a target upon which.some irritable
Leacher vents his spleen; the good that mighit shine
forth from. that soul like some bright star is quenched
forever ; and surely does the life pass onit of that heart
as breath passes from the frail tenement that humanity
inhabits. It droops,- pines, and dies in silence, for want
of onie kind, encouraging word.,

Fault-flnding and over-severe critisismn have been the
batte of many a life, crippîing its energies, warpin-g its
impulses, cutting off its most innocent amusements and
ploasures, and forever withering its hopes. As teachers
we can flot be too careful or deal too gentliy with our
pupils, though they. commit many errors; l'r perhaps
so far they have trodden tlue wine-press atone, and
wearily ýwrung out their joy and sweotness drop by
drop, wvitiî injudicious hands to guide themn. We tcoo
have our failings, and barter iu some careless moment
the real for a fancied good. Ail lives arjp like, laves
throivn upon the ocean: somo by a lucky and favorable
tide are cast n pou a friendly rock, others are swamped in
the mire of adverse surrouadings. Thon sliould it flot be
our duty and mission to aid those cast into the mire tlt
they too reacli some rock of safety, and do ail wc cato
fit themi t adorn any station in life which thcy may be
ealled to 1111. ln order to accomplishi tiis, we miust îilways
appreciate the efforts of the dullest and stubbornest
pupils. Humait nature is not very' charitable, and does
not give chiîdren th.e credit dide theni' We can find
nothing in titis great, revolving uniiverse that is created
for naughit-not eveil the tiniest leaf or flôwer. 1% il.,
thoni, to lie su pposed that. onîe soul, possessinig ail the
attributes with which the Creator hais cndowed it,
should be incapable of being aroused to life and action ?
Aye, if patience lias its perfect work, a lairer, purer life
shahl shinie upon that soni, and we will forget the once-
frail reed.

flespise none, despair of nune -for there are blossois
of hope ia every bosom, and witii keen perceptions and
untiring perseverance every chuld's botter nature can
be reached Nor should we become disheartened; for
the momnent we become discouraged we ipse to a certain
extent our influence over the chitd and shiould his im-
provemient be slow, .perhaps scarce'ly percepâibie to our
?ye, yet we may remember the oid proverli, "-The race
is flot always to the swvift, nor the battle to the strong."
Aithougli a leacher should be thorou h in gove rnment
as well «s in meîhods of teaching, sf111 gentleness can
be combined with flrmn'ess neyer exacting of lthe chuld
whal lie couid flot accomplish himself under the saine
circumstances, ,vith the samne ability and disposition.
Should lie travel the length and breadîli of the land, lie
couid find no bwo persons who are conbrolled alike.
Ronce il is the duty of the teacher to study chuld -nature
as well as mathematics, grammar, or geography, and
thon adapt his method of instruction accordingly, ever
encouraging a spirit of in telligence, love, patience, lionor
and truthful ness, and warning bhem of ba habits inci-
(tentai bo life. Bads habits ate the thistles of the heart;
and froin eacli indulgence of them. will spring ;a new
crop. H1e should nover niake a chuld a promise tunless
ho ooks iiit ail te circnmstances of thé case, and lias
every reason to believe lie can fulfil the promise.

I soe the abuse, but not the use, of the rod. I thuuîk
the time for corporal punishmntn lias died, and *only
waibs for a decent burial. Certainlv. a small child sholiâ
nul be punished iii that way; and i f a pupil of more
mnatuire years would flot obey without suc h breatment., I
doubt whetherhe would obey'with it, save tlirough féar,
atnd is governinent through fear the exact thing wanted
iii our schools ? No schoiar is ever brougt to a sense of
sorrow by angry words or blows, or bygbitt, scornful

reproaches. 11e fortifies himisetf against sueh breatment ;
and if ho doos not hurt, back taunting, wicked words to
lis accuser, thoso wicked, resentful feelings are in his
breast just the saine. The teaclier Must 'reacli his better
nature. Pily and patience are the best keys to th1w
iîuman hîearb; and they are mosb suiccessfill who arv
most forbearing.-Michigan leacher.

Extracts front a pape r read. by Prof. Asivbefore~
bte Il Olio " literary club of Springfield, Mo., i1n whicht
ho defends.the present promninent position of Greek and
La6n classics iii collegiate eduication:

"lThe sbndy of Greek and Latin affords the bcst and
most rational means of exere.ising the factulties iii the
order of their developmenb. The mental powers are not
simulbaneously rdeveloped, but followv a regular order
of growth. in the c hi Id, perception, memorv and
imagination are finst deveioped, and with flhose a
wonderful apbniess for the tcl isition of language.
Later came the rational facî tics,, and wibh their
developmenl tle carlier pow'ers seenii to lose itch of
their acubeness. Noiv Grcek and Latin afford just bte
elements needed for this earlier stage of tlw îîîinid's
groi&'ti, and at the sai-ne lune, for the naturai and
thorougli develo p nent of the rabional facutties.

The race and thue individual foiiow lthe saine oîrder of
growtl, and languag,,e keeps pace witit the tninds of
those who use it.

.The classio ton ues are lthe tanguages of two of bbe
Most powerfuli f mi lies ot tle Aryan race., Thoy
represetit the synthetic period of language in ils ful
power and beauty. The syntactical connection.of words
and the modification of thie mental images which tîe%-
represent are indicated 10 lthe oye by changes in forn,
Ihus affording a schedute of object tessons adapted iu
the best sense bo develop tue perceptive powers. In
acquiring a vocabulary momory is developed and
strengbhened, white translation gh-es a power of
expression, a subtlety of analysis, and a habit- of keeui
discrimination, to be gaiiîed'by te saine tinte and
effort in no other wav.

Again. a classicalý education is the iuost tiracîlcai
educalion.

In making the assertion, 've cotend -thal te îurinmry
objeet of an education is ho develop the mimd, nob to fill
il with facts; to give discipline, tiot knowledge.; to
impart power, to think, not 10 furnisi material for
t.houghb. The opinion lias beeti expressed by severai
noted philosophers that any ordinary student ntav,
under competent teachers, acquire aIltIhat Newîouî ýir
LaPlaco knew in two years ; but to acquire tieir regral
power of intellect was a different îhing. This only-
comes as the fruit of a habit of long continued and
intense thought such as is best arquired in a prolotige(I
anîd critical studv of the mnost fan ltless modeis of
thoughb and speech. Ib is lthe young mian who lias bte
greatest power té) ktio,%, not the one who lias acquireil
the mnost knowledge,.that wil ho bte wintier iii tifeY*
foerce compelibion.

"But," says one, " hyuot gain your discipliniii
sbudying practicat tluings t" We wilfanswcr by asking
whether the study of historv, rheloric, polibical science,
jurisprudence, anÎd ethica are pracbical studios. When
We, study Herodotus and Livy wve are studying tle
grea test his torians. The ro are 110 tex t-hbooks on rh-letoric
10 equal Horace and Quintilian, noue oit piitic.ai
science or jurisprudence botter titn Cicero and
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