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uncurtained windowv of the convent you can see an image of the Virgin
with a candie burning before it. Lt is sad ta sec- Rome perpetuating
ber idolatry among these millions who, because of an idolatry perhaps
a littie ]ess refined, have groped in darkness for upwards of forty
centuries.

We attended the weekly evening for prayer observed by the China
Inland Mission workers. Dr. Douthwaite and eight or ten others were
present. It i'as an hour of real refreshing and drawing near ta God.
Each one af the King's %vorkers in vast China -was remembered. Those
in the far interior were specially prayed for. The Christian Church at
homne was flot forgotten.

Sabbatlt 22.-d.-AlI day the builders; have been at work putting up
an addition ta the convent near by. It sounds strange ta hear the
noise of tools on Sabbath. The Chinese knaw no day af rcst once in
seven. Nor can wve blame them. But blarac lies at the door of those
iwho profèss ta represent the Lord of the Sabbath. Protestant mission-
aries never allow their buildings ta ba touched an Sabbath. It costs
thern more certainly, but what is that ta the example set before the
heathen.

Reports frorn Dr. Corbett in his tour af mission stations state that
the people are more ready ta receive him than ever before. The
respect shown hiin cxceeds ail past experiences. The enquirers are mare
numerous and more largely firn the educatcd classes. Our American
brethren occupy a ivonderful field hcre in Shantung. It is the home
ground af Confucius, and teenis with a population five times that of
Canada, ail open ta the Word. These brethren have made an appeal
ta their Church for ten ordajnied men, four physicians and four single
lady missionaries ta be sent out at once.

Aj5riI 28&-Glancing back over thet week wc note some progress
mnade. My tangue is X.,eginning ta handie mare ninmbly the Chinese
words and sentences. M.Ny car, too, is distinguishing toues more readily.
Stili tangue and car work far toa slowly.

Thc eye cannot kecp pace with a Chinanian's reading. WVhile 1
ami looking round anc character my Celcstial friend has spun of half.a-
dozen. WVe think the Chinaman rcnds and spcaks at racc.horse speed.
In canvcrsing with anc on the strcet the great difficulty is ta kccp up.
I tell themn ta go slowv and repeat, and blundcr away. When I get
beyond my depth 1 confe-ss ignorance, say that 1 spcak a foreign
language but aî.n learning his. It pleases a Chinanian ta think that the
forcigner is iearning bis language, and he tells me the namnes of every-
thing I se.

I arn now superintcnding the rcbuilding af Dr. Williainson's house.
Froni thc workmcn I learn the naines of ail parts of a house, the
difTcrent kinds of inaterial and the tools. Chinese tools are primitive
enough. Thcy put up the franie v. jrk ai the roani first, supporting it
by props, and build the wall up aftcrwards. Sawrnulls are unknown.
Allluinber is made bylihand. Chinamen areunequalled in the building
of chimneys. The>' pût the beanis so close ta the chimneY that the fire
is sure ta reach thrn. 1 instructed theni on this point, but an gaing
out to-day 1 four-d the chimne>' had been mun up withaut a bit af lime
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