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varies from 25<, to 27s, 6, perton. A partial dam is constructed,
by which this factory is supplied with water-power, in connexion
with an extensive ‘wist milly a woollen cloth factory, and a cotton
wadding and batting factory. ~ To increase the intercourse with the
conntry, Mr. Yule, the Seignior, is constructing a bridge across the
Richelicu river, just above the village of Chambly, which will be
completed in the month of November,

HISTORY OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT INCANADA.

We have obtained an ecarly copy of the Report of the Commis~
sioners appointed to inquire into the afluirs of the Post Office in
British North America, printed by order of the Legislative Assembly.
This Report was made in December, 1811, but has hitherto been
kept from the public, though frequently demanded. The copy from
which we extract has come into our hands at too late an hour to
cenable us to do more than give the estract which follows, and
which, whilst it presents a brief history of the Depastment itself,
marks the progress of the Colony within the same period.

In future numbers we shall take up Post Office Reform, for which

the data are furnished by this Report.

“ The first Deputy Post- Master General resident in Canada was IHugh
Finlay. We find by an advertisement in the Quebec Gazette, published
July the 23rd. 1767, that i that year he was perforning under Frankhn
the dutics of + v.st- Master at Quebec.  The comnussion by which he was
appointed Leputy Post-Master General 1s dated Tth July, 1724, one year
after the peace with America ; and as 1t 1s known that the British Go-
vernment dud not,during the war which broke out a few months afier hus
dismussal ,appoint any successor to Franklin, 1t 18 certasn that My. Finlay
was the first Deputy Post- Master General in Canada.  He 1s designated
in the comnuasion as * Deputy Post- Master Generol of His Majesty's
Province of Canada,” from which it would appear that the Lower Pro-
vinces were not ancluded in his charge. An Almanac published at Que-
bec in the year 1791, represents the condition of the department in that
year as follows:

* Hugh Iinlay, Esquire, Deputy Post-Master General.  Post-Vasters.-
Mr. E. Edwards, Montrenl, L.C. ; Mr. Samuel Sills, Three Rivers,
L.C.; Mr. Loms Aimé, Berthier. I C.; Mr. Somuel Anderson, Corn-
wall, U.C. ; Mr. John Munro, Maulda, U.C.; Mr. John Jones, Augusta,
U.C.; Mr. Peter Clarke, Kingston, U.C. ; Mr. Joseph Edwards, Nia-
gara, VLC.; Mr. Gearge Leitch, Detront, U.C. ; Mr. — Mitehell, Michi-
Limackne, U.C. ; Mr. Hush Munro, Baie des Chaleurs, L.C."

There was a monthly mail despatched from Falmouth for Quebec ; and
once a month an Enghish mail was despatched from Quebee, somirtimes
via Halifax, somettnes via New York. Between Quebee and Halifax
there wasin summer 8 mail every fificen days 3 and m winier, once a
month. 'T'here was a monthly” mul for the * establishments above
Montreal ” ; and fur the estabhshments of Gaspé, the Bae des Chaleurs,
&e., a maid was despatched as occasion offered.  The eouriers left Que-
bec and Moniseal every Monday and ‘Fhursday at four o'clock in the af-
temoon, and reached iheir desunauon, unless prevenied by the state of
the ronds, on Wednesdays and Samrdays.

In the years 1796 and 1798 we find precisely the same number of Post-
Offices, and generally the same amount of post accommodation 25 in
1791,

Mr. Finlay was succeeded in 1800 by Mr. George Heriot, In 1803
Upper Canada had eight Post.Offices, but the mals were not more fre-
quent than in 1971. In 1804 there were in Lower Canada five Post-
Uffices ; in Upper Canada, nine ; in Nova Scotia, six ; in Cape Breton,
onc; mn Prince Edward's Island, one ; and in New Brunswick, four.

Mr. Wood, the Post-Masier at Cornwall in Upper Canada, and the
cldest employé in the Post-Oflice, thus desenbes the condution of the
estabhishment m the Upper Province w the year 1807 « Whea I first
took charge of the ofiice at tlns place in 1807, L beleve the mail wasear-
ried only four times 1n the year from Quebee to Amherathurah, and that
on the back of nn old Canahan pedestnan, who performed his tnp once
in three months. The arnval of thua despatch was hailed with joy
amongst the then contented and loyal nhabitants throughout the
country.”

We have before us several commissions issued by Mr. Heriot to Post-
Mastersin Nova-Scotia, mn which he siyles himself  Deputy Post-Vas-
ter General for the Provinees of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia,
and New Brunswick, in North Awerica, and the dependencies” ‘I'he
absence of lus own comunssicn depnves us of the power of statuna by
what autharity he made tho<e appumttacnts and adopted that desgmation,
If under that commssion 1he T.ower Provinces belunged to Ius charge as
weil us Canada, it would appear that the connection did nut last very
long. We arcmformed that on Mr. Daniel Suilierland’s appomtient to
eucceed Mr. flerot in the year 1816, hie found Nova Scoua and Prince
Edward's Istand wholly withdrawn from the Canada charge ; but New
Brunswick sull continued 10 form part of 1t, the Post-Master for 1l 12
province being comtasstoned at Quebee, and sccounting direetly with
the Deputy Post-Master General there.

In the year 18317 Lower Canada had thirteen Post-Offices ; Upper Ca-
nada, tweadve ; Nova Seotin, mix; New Brunswick, three; and Prince
Bdward's Idand, cnee In tlus year the magls were running between Que-
bee and Monireal every day of the week except Sundays and Frdays;
between Quebee and Halfux onee n forinight all the year round ; be-
twees Quebee and Kingston, once n week ; betweea Kaingston and To-
routo, once a week ; betwern ‘Toronto and Niagara, once a weck ; and
between Toronto and Amhertbargh, once a forimight.

In the year 18320 there were in Lower Canada twenty offices; in Up-
per Canada, niitetcen ; in Nova Scotia, six; i New Brunswick, three;
andn Prince Edward’s Island, one.

Documents were fortunately discovered in the Post-Office at Quehec,
which formed the basis ot g very complete Return of the state of the De-
pastment in the Canadas and New Brunswieh i the year 1824, From
this 1t appears that there were than in the Canadas sixty-mine Post
Othices ; 1,992 tntes of estabished Mad Read ; the weekly travel of the
Mail was 7,108 nules ; the gross revenne was L£i4,504 6 114, and the
revenue remitted to England, atter deducting L300, the supposed surplrs
for New Brunswick, £3.386 2 2.

At that time the peputation ot the Canadas amounted to nearly 600.
000 souls,—~Lowes Canada containng about 430,000 and Upper Canada
150,000,

In the year 1826 or 1827 a correspundence took place between Mr.
Howe and Mr. Sutherland, on an application, as we are informed, made
by the former gentleman to rebieve Mr. Sutherland from th: Supeninten-
dence of the New Brunswick branch of the Depariment.  ‘This arrange-
ment, aequeisced in at the cune by Mr. Sutherland, and approved by the
Post Master General, was subsequently carried anto effect , but not unul
after the present Deputy Post Master General had been appomted on the
resignation of sIr. Sutherland., By a letter from Sir Franos Freeling,
dated 12ih Pov criber, 1827, Mr. Stayner was informed of Iis appoint-
ment ag ¢ Deputy Post Master General of Briush North Amenca.”  His
commission nnd instructions, dated respectively the Hih and 10th May.
1821, designate him as Deputy Post Master General of  the Provinces of
Canada and New Brunswick, and their dependencies.’”” In the autumn
of 182R, the separation of nearly the whole of New Brunswick from the
Canada charge was effected ; and gince that tine Mr. Howe has conti-
nued to supenatend tue New Brunswick branch.

Returns received from the depariment at Juebec have enabled us to
prepare & table, by which the condinon of the Post Office in Canada in
every year (except 1829 and 1830, from the year 1828 to 1810, is acen-
rately shewn. On reference to thns table, it will be found to presenta
detailed account of the gradual progress of the Department in all i more
unportant branches ; the gross revenue ; the cost of transport ; the -
crease of post accommodation ; to which we have thought 1t nught be
u-eful to add a statement of the increase of populauon 1a the proviices
during the corresponding perods.

In 1831 the number of Post Offices witlun the Quebee charge was
151 ; the number of miles of established mail road, 2,696 ; the number of
mnles travelled weekly, 12,213; the expense of carrymng the mals,
£6,720 1R<, 5d. ; the gross revenue, £21,1%0 103 ; and the net revenue,
£4,521 17s. 60, The population of Lower Canada was about 512,000,
and that of Upper Canada 235,000 ; makiug with the porhon of New
Branswick under the Quebec cstablishinent, rather less than 760,000
souls,

In 1840 the number of Post Offices had increased 10 398 ; the number
of miles of established road was 5,736 ; the nouber of nules travelied
weekly was 2R 332 ; the expence of mail conveyance, £31,973 &y. 5. ;
the gross revenue, £32,499 13s. 14, The populat.on of Lower Canada
13 now estimated at 662,,000 and that of the Upper Prosince at 420,000
mhabitants ; so that the eutire populalation wuluu that charge 1s about
1,100,0: 0.

It wall thus be perceived that betw.en the yenrs 1831 and 1340 the
amount of revenue of ihe Department amd the extent of Poxt Oflice ac-
commodation have increased more rapdly than the popuiation of the
country. ‘I'he number of Post Offices have inereased 163 per cent ; the
number of mles of established mail road, nearly 100 per ceut; the nume
ber of miles teavelled weekly, upwards of 106 per cent ; the yearly cost of
mail conveyance, nearly 227 per cent; the gross revenue miore than 150
per cent; and the net revenue nearly 105 per cent 5 white the whole po.
pulation has increased on the ratio of not quite 45 pore nt.

[coMMUN;CATED.]

LITED PARTNERSIIPS,

“C'est a proprement par'er Iassociatien du capital et de distrie.  Une semblable
avsociition, sonniw nux reglesde | equité, maderee dans san cours purde s iges ¢ resenpe
tions, rend facte Pevecntion do zrandes culerptines suxguelios la sucitic collective
e sauroit atteandee. — Dict. du Lomme ree.

Nosw that commercial legislation seems to engross the public
view, and that Free Trade, if properly understood and carried out,
will enable these Colonies to direct their energies to the subjects
for which they are best adapted by nature, it has occurred to me
that there is one matter well worthy the attention of some practi-
cal M. P, as one caleulated to help greatly the proper develop-
ment of our resources: thuse, especially of Canada East, fitted
rather for Commerce and Manafuctures than Agriculture. I al-
lude to Limited Partnerships—wlhich are partuerships formed
between one or more individuals,managing and revponsib}c pariners,
and one or more others, dormunt partners.  The former bewng re-
sponsible to the whole extent of their fortunes—the latter sharmg
in the profi's, but respansible ouly to the extent of their shares,—
that i, running no nsk beyoud that of losing the capitalinvested :
—wluch, in the event of misfortane, they could only recover alter
all the habihtics of the concern had been met.

Tt isy I beliove, well known that the principle of limited La-
bititios is already existimg in the French law by wiuch we are
govend, but it might be unproved by the help of enactments
requiring cortain_ forma. ties, stk as are ordatsed by the late
French Codes and the Laws of New York—which tend to render
more secure both the individuals iuvesting money, and the publie
in seneral.  For iustance, it is not now necessary to publish the
formation of such a co-pastnership, nor the names of esther
managing or dormant partners, nor the capital invested : a regula-
tion to that effect would be beneticial both for the pubhc and the




