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A young rose in the summer time,
Is beautiful to me,

And glorious the many stars
That glimmer on tho sea ¢

But gentle words and loving hearts,
And hands o claspmy own,

Aro better than the brighiest flowers
Or stars that ever shown !

The sun may watm tho geass to life,
Tho dwe the droopiag floser,”

And cyes g-ow bright that watch tho light
Of autumn’s oponing hour-—

But words that breathe of tonderncss,
And smiles we know are true,

Ato warmer than tho sumwer time,
Are brighter than the dew.

Tu1s not much the world can give,
With all its subtle art,
And gold or goms are not the things
To satisfy tho heart;
-But oh ! 1f thoso who cluster round
‘The alter and tho hearth,
Havo geotle words and loring smiles,
How beautiful is earth ¢
(V. Y. Chrs, Messenger,

The Closing Liotter of
FLY AND THOMAS DISCUSSION.

Dear Sin—The divinely inspired apos-
tle Paul, in addressing Timothy, uses the
following emphatic language : “For there-
fore we both labor and suffer reproach, be-
cause wo trust in the living God, who is
Savior, of ALL MEN, especially of those
who believe. These things command and
teach,” 1 Tim. iv. 10.

1 desire you to notice, that God is here
declared to be the the Savior of all men.
There isno plausibility in the suppositon,
that this testimony meraly expresses the
Divine willingness or desire that all men
should be saved—nor yet simply that be
has provided a Savior forall. The declar-
ation is explisit and absolute. No objec-
tion can be inferred from the present tense
of the verh. Theliving God s the Savior
of all men, in tho sense that he “calleth
those things which be not asthough they
were,'—Rom, iv: 17. So Abraham was
styled “the father of many nations,” per-
vicusly to the bitth of Isaac, in whom his
seed was called. God is in purpose the
Saviorof all, though it is manifest that there
are thousands who have not yel been born
into the kingdom. in like gocd sense he
.5 the Creator of all, even those who as
yet exist only in the Divine purpose. And
as God acts independently in constituting
himself the Creator of mankind, so I judge

that he is voluntarily and absolutely the
Savior of all.

The humin race is & family of which
the Creator is the Fether ; and we are
therefore the children or offspring of God,
whatever may be our views or characters.
There is also a sense in which the dis.
ciples of our Lord can claim pecial affinity
with the Supreme Being. Every Israelite
is a son of Abrabam, while “they which
are of faith the same are the children of
Abreham™ in a spiritual relation, Galatians
iil. 7. Suevery one who bears the image
of Adam, is a childof the Universal Father,
whatever his chamacter may be ; while
s:as many as aro led by the Spirit of God,
thoy are the sons of God,” in a more ex-
alted sense, Rom. viii. 14, T%ose are the
children of Golby simple creation ; these
aic “the children of God by faith 1a Christ
Jesus,” Gal.1ii. 26 Butall men are now
an the purpose of keaven, what they all

8HALL BE #n fact, the children of God, in
a still more exalted selation. “In the
resurrebtion they e equal unto the angles,
and are tho children of God, deng the
childron of the resurrection.” In the first
named sonse, mankind are, and in the last
thoy shall be, unconditionally and abso-
lutely, the children of God. Herce, there
is equal propriety in declaring that he is
the Savior of all men, as in acknowledg-
ing that be is the Creator of all. And
hence again, it would ba equally improper
to aflirm, that God is the Creator of some
who will never exist, as that he is the Suvior
of a greater number than will acually be
saved,

I hinted above, that the disciples of our
Lord cau claim special affinity with the

Supreme Being. So in the pasiago be-
fore us, God is declared to be specially tho
Saviour of those who belicve—vhich he'
conld not be were he not actually the Sav-
jor of all.

Paul wrote to Timothy as follows: “The
cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus,
when thou comest, bring with tiee, and
the books, Latespeciallythe parckments,”
2 Tim. iv. 13, It is manifest tat Paul
wished to reccive the cloak and beoks, not-
withstanding tLis special mention of the
parchinents. Again . “Let the elders
that rule well be counted worthy of double
honor, especially they who labo: in wordi
and doctrine,” 1 Tim. v. 17. If the decla-
ration that God is the Savior of all men,
be ndllified Ly the testimuny that he is
specrally the Savior of these who believe,
it will follow, by parity of inference that
noue of the elders were to “be counted
worthy of double honor,™ excepting those
who labured in the word end doctrine! In-
deed, according to the objector’s view of
the text, the apostle intended to say, that
God is no¢ the Savior of of all men, but
only of those who believe !

The popular estimate of fuith, and of the
benefits accruing therefrom, is radically
erroncous. I stated in a previous letter,
that faith does not, and cannot, create any
truth—and I will edd that faith is simply
the result of evidenee which the mind
deems coaclusive.  Whether the state-
ment presented be true or false, itis not,
itcannot be, afiected either by acknowl-
edgment oc demial. Truth exists inde-
pendently of the evidence of it, and inde-
pendently also of the action of the mind.
So when we read that God is specially the
Savior of those who believe, we properly
inquire for the truth the belief of which

ation is consequent only of Lelioving or
coming to the knowkedge of tho truth.
Now-suppose that all men were to become
truo bolievers—woul4 they not all be sa-
ved? Certainly. Then suroly if endless
purishment be the thing to be bLelieved, all
men would be saved by believing a lie ¢
Aro you prepared to admit that Universal
foith would falsi.y any Bible truth 2 If
you are not prepared for this admission,
you must grant that the belief of endless
punishient is not essential to salvation—
yea, that it-is not in any sense an cssential
dootrine. And, sir, a fuithful examination
of this subject, in the light I have present-
ed it, will satisfy you, that the happiness
of the future state is not dependeat on
the exercise of fuith in any doctrine
whatever. Tho recoption of immortal
blessedness, by any of our race, dopends
selely and alone on the accomplishment of
the gracious purpose of the living God.
Wore it otherwise — were the immortal
condition of man contingent of faith or of
the performance of good works, there
would be no certainty of the saivation of
any one of our race! For, oven should
it be conceded that they who fulfil the
alleged conditions will certainly be the re~
ciptents of endless bliss, the uncertainty
that cven a single soul will fulfil those cun-
ditions, involves-equal uncertainty of the
final destination of mankind. There can
be no certainty that a specified end will be
attained, unless it be certain that the re-
quisite means will be adopted. To cun-
tend that some of the human family will
certainly be saved, is to admit the absolute
purpose of God to that effect, excluding all
all contingency ; and to deny that some of
our race will certainly bo saved, is to ed-
mit the possibilily that all may be irre-
coverably lost! ‘T'his conclusion is so dis.
cordant with all that we kuow of Divine
benevolence, and so utterly ir~concilable
with the governing providence of God, as
to condemn the ductrine to which it be

longs.
Should you desire to know in what the

special salvation of believers consists, this
is my reply : In believing the glorious
truth that God is the Savior of all men,

are filled “with joy and peace,’Rom. xv. 13;
they ‘rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory,” 1 Peter i. 8. In belioving the truth,
they enjoy the presence and the blessing
of “the ComrorTER,” which is “the Spirit
of truth,” Johnxv. 26. Their faith works
by love, and purifies their hearts, Gal, v.
8; Actsxv.9. Enjoying “the full as.

confersa special salvation.

Oppusers of Universalism frequently
speak of the essental truths of the Gospel
—by which they mean,that there are truths
the belief of which is essential to the hap-
piness of the future state. \Vhat are those
truths ! Ase they the trinity, vicarious
atonement, or imputed nghteousness —
You will not answer in the affirmative—
for you admit that many persuns will be
sared whe do nut believe thuse stems of
your creed. Is the doctrme of endless
punishment the esseatial truth for which we
now inquire 2 If you reply that itis not,
I ask, why do you so strenuously contend
for a non-essential doctrine;? But if you
reply that it is, you must hold that it is not
possible for any Universalist to be saved !
Yea, and you mustadopt the contradictory
and absurd conclusions. You grant that alt

surance of faith,”* thoy pussess also *the
 full assurance of Agpe,” Heb. vi. 11; =x.
92 ; and they can set their seal to the truth
of the record, that “perfect love casteth
out fear, because fear hath torment; he
that fearcthis not made perfect inlove,”
1 Johniv. 18. Thens is Liung faith, be-
cause 3t is a faith in the living God ; and
in delicving that the living God is the Sav-
ior of all men, they enjuy thespecial salv.
auon menuoned in the text. Blessed,
thrice blessed are they who know the joy-
ful sound:

Universalists are frequently assailed with
the following foolish objection : *If Un:-
versalism bo true, it is strange that the a-
postles should so zealously and presever-
ingly labor to make the people acquaint-
ed with the fact, since 1t 13 mamfest that

men may be saved ; and you hold that salv.

such acquaintance with the doctrine could

they “enter into rest,” Heb.iv.2: they |
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havo no influence on the finnl destinatio
of ourrace. It is strange that they shoul
be willing to labor, and to bo repronche.
and porsecuted by wicked men, 1f the
believe that the final holiness and happines{3
of all mankind is sccured by the absolut3
purpose of God.” To this I roply, that th

their faith in Univorsalism!  “For therel:
Jore wo both labor and suffer reproach s E
CAUSE ¢ trust an the wng God, who %
the Savtor of all men, especially of llxos.-"
who belicve ' —Morover : the objectio 3
ussumes, that no man can consistanti
labor to promote the temporal well-being oY
humanity | The history of John Howar{Z
(than whom, in my judgement, no bettes;J
man has lived since John the Evangels
died,) evinces how much a philanthrop.§8
may be willing to do and suffer to melivr§
atethe condition of men in the preseng® -
life. Ho heard the cry of the prisoners|§
and the clanking: of the fetters forged by
“the inhumanity of man to man ;" and hg
went down into the gloomy dungeons t4
wipe away the tears of surruw, tu speah
work of comfort 1o the children of sufler
ing, and to smooth down the straw palle
on which they reclined. 1le heard th§
groan.ng of the victims of “the pestiler.o
that walketh in darkness, and that wastct§
at noonday ;” and he went into the king{§
doms of disease to stay the ravages of they
angle of death. Eventually he was him§
self smitten of the plague, and died, §
martyr in the cause of humaniiy}
And if he could thus labor and dig®
for the good of men, without referency
to their immortal destiny, is it strange thaf§
the inspired scrvants of the Most Higiig
God should devote their lives and all theid
energies to the promotion of human hap}
piness in the carth? Sir, I'sincerely pin§
the man whe is either so ignorant or perd
vorse as to urge the objection in review§

Having already skown you in what th
specinl saivation of tho believer consists,
desire to direct your attention to an argu@
ment thence deducible in proof of Univer¥
salism. Since “the Spirit of t.uth” ¥
styled “the Comforter,” there can be notlfg
ing tormenting in the Christian faith, O
the contrary, he who believes “the truth 3
it isin Jesus,” enters into rest ; is fillefg
with joy and peace ; yea, he rejoices witld
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Anf
now, sir, will you pretend that faith in f:
doctrine of endless wo, in any of'its modfh
fications, can fill the soul with the peace
God ?  Will you pretend that the prospedS
of interminable wretchedness for any G
our race, can cause a believer to rejoick
with uratterable joy ¢ To what heart @
the spirit of eternal wrath the Comforter
Let me come a little nearer to you : yoff
Jlove your children.  He who touches zher®
in the way of injury, touches theapple ¢§
their father’s eye.  You rojoico in in thef
happiness.  Your heartis inclinedto thes
in all the tenderness of paternal love. Ce@
you bear the thought that any of them shay
be tho subjects of endless damnation 2 Co
"you rejoico in believing that 2 son or daugll
ter shall be sentenced to the doom of dary
ness and despair for ever ? Pardon nff
for asking thess questions. You have §
father’s heart, I know that rejoicing is§
stranger to your soul, whenever you meng

.

ally grant that some of your offspring mdg

be cternally lost ? '




