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great gainer. As early as» the thirteenth Century the Nestorian patriarcli,
Mar Yabballaha, aclrnowledgedl by letter the pritnacy of thle pope ; in 144,5
tlhe Nestorians in Cyprus became Roman Catiielics, and in the beginniug
of the seventeenth century a large part of the <Jhristians of Saint Thenias,
in India, were won over. Durii'g fthe uixteenth century th:e disorganiza-
tien of thec Nesterian Churcli led te variers rival patriarchs, wlîo were flot
slow te recegnize papal authority in the hope of securing 1their own. About
1580 the present lineo0f patriarclis, from its beginniug dynastie, gained
thec autherity over the Nestorians in Persia and Kurdistan. If we ruay
trust Roman historians, patriarchs of tii lime duriug the seventeeuth and
eighlteeli centuries have ariknowledgred the authority of the Pope aud.
renouned Nestofianisin. In the region of Mosul thie proselyting te Rome
bias gene on se successfully that to-day nine out of ten of thie Nestoriaii
churclies seuth of the Rurdisb. Mountains are in the hiaitds of the Roman
Catheolies. Th.is sanie work, begSpn. iu Persia over two huudrcd years
ago, lias net met thec sainie succesa. The inacccssibility of Persia, and
sCU11 more of Kurdistan, which have been ecclesiastically joined, is oe
reaon, but not the chief one. Frenchi monL-a came to, Oroonii fifty

j*cars age, but it was tee Iste. They hiad now te meet net only Nesterians,
but American Protestants, the xnest watclîful defenders agaiust Renie.
The struggle is not yet ove;, for Catholicism. on flic sentit is pressing te
enter the mountain, valicys of Kurdistan. Thiree years age (892 beyonql

question the Chàldean patriarcli, subject te the Pope, liad bargained fer
the submission of the Nostorian patriarcli. The schenie was frustratedl by

an Americanissienary.
The condition of affaira iu Turkish Kurdistan and Armenia is a înost

terrible adsntegcrating influence. rbecent events have illustratea the mnis-

rulc aud anarchy more vividly than words, and leave little occasion for re-
mark. Suflice it te say that extinction and ruin threaten xnost ininiinently.

A tijird such influence emanates froni Russia. The Greck Churchi bas
shuwn little cenceru for the Nestorian Churcli, but for haif a century
Ru.sia bias been open to Nestorian laborers ana boggars fri Persia. The
former have supported tbeir people vory laglthe latter have demoral-
ized them. Many thousands of roubles have been gatlîerea frem. thîe super-
stitious Cliristians of Russia by beggars, Nvorking on flicir pions creduliity
in t1ie naine of shirines and churches with flhc aid, of pretended reies.
Long absence froni home, often 3'ears at a ie, ana vicions habits con-
t-actcd in a wandering life, have beeu the, cause of an alarning increms
(-f transgressions of the seventh coruniandment. The ill-gottei 'wcaltb,
spent in extravagance and gluttony, lias inipoverislîed rat'her than enrichcd.
The sliameless blasphemy and sacrilege cf theso adventnrers have gone
farte destroy the simple fiith cf the people. Canting hypocritesinuRussia
at home are cynical scoffers. JK cliief source cf revenue te, the bishops in
Oroomiali la flhe ordination of priesta ana deacons, thiat thev. îUaY beg
more successfully.
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