
8231PROBABLE FUTURE OF BUDDHIWX.

Goci must educato the wvor1d ; it is lus puirpose to, establisli a heavenly
kingdom on this earth ; the heavenly Jerusalern is to ho lot doiwrt into this
,world. Clîriist's business is to savo flot only our souls, but our bodies as
wel; yea, overi the whiole unintelligent, creation is to, sharo in this rodcmp-
tive -%York. To educate tlic world, flic Almighty iniust step down llimself
into the world and identify I-irself with its inhabitants ; this is the Most
d istinguishing featuro of 9'lristianity ; Vhs is whiat inakes it superior te ail
others, for in ail other systems mnan strîiggies upward to find the Absolute,
the Infinitc. Man, iii order to reacli tho hiighest perfection, must havo, a
perfect pattern constantly before hini. Only Christianity hias set bef ore
mca this goal. Man craves an incarniate God, and how:ever biis brains xnay
stagrger nnderneath this miajestic problern, lis homnesick heart knows ne
rest bll it rests upon the bosom of tho Man divine. " Man 'Praves a doity
embodied in liuman form, Nvallcing among men, partaking of their infirmi-
tics, leaning on their bosoms, weeping over tboir graves, slumbering in the
manger, bleeding on the cross." In thieso words Macaulay voices the sen-
timent of the race. The severo nionotheism of islam can only hiope to,
compoe successfully with Clxristianity if it recognizes this stupendous inys-
ýery. But tlie infinite God canet niake IliniseIf knovn ail at once to
finito mnan ; for that purpose milleniniurns are required, and different races
require different methods to bring tbem. to the fullest perfection. Fifteen
conturies passed by before the. Jewislh race could grasp the divine at-
tributos, such as justice, mcrcy, lieliness, fitting thon thus to becomo the
edlucaters of the ancient world. Christ could not corne any sooner than Bc
aid, for the world colild net have understood lus doctrines any sooner.
A character like Paul wvas the result of theso fifteen c.enturies' teaehing ;
and God, scndizîg this fairest flower of Judaism into Europe, reclaimed that
continent for Christ after tiftecn other weary centuries had worn away.
God irst traincd a mari, thon a nation, thon a continent ; now tho hour
for universal knowledge of divine thingrs lias arrived. The Christian Da-
tions of Europe and America arc to bo the -%voild's educators; the time
ivlen they shall pesscss the wvhole wvorld secoms net very distant ;thcy are
fitted te undertake Vhs dificuit task to-day ; tbecy can demand respect
froin ail nen-Christian nations ; they were not so fitted two, hunderd years
ago. This nineteenth century is one of preparatien ; the twontieth wilI
ridI the world of a vast amonuit of superstition by tho revelation God is
guvinig us through science ; tlie twonty-first will sec nations born in a day.
Ail the sigris of tho times socm to, indicato thiat G'od has chosen tho Anglo-
Sa-tons to bc the -%vorld's religions teachers. We necd not be alarmnod
about Rone's prcteîîsions, lier day lias been. Latin Christianity was
préparatory to Anglo-Saxon Chiristianit.y. Latin Cliristianity is Petrine ;
Anglo-Saxon Chiristianity k; Pauline, beconuing ail tbings te ail mn in
ordier to save ail. The domninanit Clîristianity of the day is broad enough
te rccogîîize somne phiases of trnith in ail relig- ions systenîs. Other religions
gIenerally emnphasizo oî1 !.y one side of the truth at the expenso, of te other.
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