
MADAGASCAR.

hlolding any meetings or societios wbicbi should be attended by theni ; they
rnigt tencli sciences, or the imechianie arts, but not religion, and ail churches
înust be closcd. 'Most of the iiiissionaries lef t the island in 1833. In 1834
another decee wvas proniulgated forbidding any meeting public or private of
the,, people to talkz of religion, under penalty of arrcst, and if found guilty, of
punishiment by death. Undor this decree manly Christians were banishod
aInd a few put to death.

Iii 1835 a fanatic, wvho hiad mingicd soine Christian doctrine with bis
prayors to his idols, aîîd liad approached the queen's palace to address lier in
regard,( to biis creed, was seized and put to death, and the rage of the quep.n
bellg roused by this incident, she issued a dee that ail pox sons suspected
of being Chiristians should be arrested andl examnine(], and i.' they did uot
<i,avow their belief in Christ and offer wvorship to the idols, they should )e
puIt to death. Nobly did the Christiàns stand this test. Sone fled, but very
fcwv would deny Christ. Sonie ivere belieaded, others beaten te death,
athers stili, and a large nuniber, were. hurled fromn the iofty rock on which
tice City of Antananarivo, the capitol, is built, and fell niangled corpses at its
base.

Tile present Primie Minîster of Mada-ascar relates an incident in connec-
lio)n %vith this slaughlter, of which biis father, one of the j udges, waw: a vi tness:

.i motller and daughiter w7ere brou-lit foir examination; the motlEr confessed
lier f&tlîi in Christ, ref used te wvorsliip the idols, a.id was surmarily thrown
(,ver thie rock; then the daugliter, a beautiful girl of fifteen, camie forward
,111d said I , too, ain a Christian ; tîhrow vie over. " The judge s aïd. "She
is offly a child, and does not knowv whiat shie is saying; talie lier atay." But
iiieyoing girl Nvasfirnii. III believe ii th- Lor'd Jesuis Christ," shesiid, "and
1 iwill not worship idols. Tbrow nie over! " Once more the judge tried

toaee. "Mly cbiild," ie said, 111 ie is swvet toyou. Onlybo'vyour head
ever se stighitly tow'ard the idol, and you shall be fî'ee. Y wiIl takze you to
iny oivn biore." "lNo!1" said the young maiden, I will bow to no God but
Jesus Christ. Ho is my Szaviour. Thirow me over. " .And throw lier over,
iliey did. More than twvo thousand wveie put te deatti at this timne (1849) Vy
lii. cruel queen, beeauso they -%ould not deny Christ, and several thousand
moire tu the course of lier reigu ; others Nvere subjected to torture, and many
imore to thc ordeal by drinking the tan gena, a poison prepared to try tic guilt
(w innocence of suspected poisons. But it wvas not alone against the Christ-
îaiî subjeets of this bloody qucen tliat ber malignant and niurderous ten-
lSr was nianifested. On various pretenses, the i-ost comi-non one being
tîîat thiey were conspiring agaitist lier, she put to death most of the principal
iîi i li er i'ealmn ; and whien lier son, whoîn she claimed as the son of Rada-
ii%, theugih born about a year after his death, liad arrived at bis eighteenth or
iitcetlîi year, and lîad sliovn a disposition te be more merciful tlîiif bis
îîîother, and to pity the Christians wvhosn slîe pcrsisted in slauightering--, she
tcued toput liii to death. for censpirîng against lier. She ;vas, during niost of
isrrrcign, ce nstantly engag-ed la wvarsw~ith the other tribes on the island; ando-s
4ir arniies ivere badly liandi cd, and lier treacherous management was noto-

ise -alnost dc'populated whole provinces of Imerina and the adjacent
coliitry. It was estiniatcd tlîat nmore than a million men, womcn, and chil-
dQn perislied in bier -%ars. Thle Frenceh ni ade repeated attempts to establisli
itteinents on the coast, but ivere repulsed either by lier arabushes or by tbe
eKidiy levers of the coast. At lcngtl lieir oîvn people greîv tired of lier op-
Pression, and would have dlethironet bier lîad not sickness attacked lier hith-
erto robust framne, and weakzened ber iniperious wvîll. Shie lingeî'cd for somne
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