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ordered conversation. If we would take men to heaven with us, wc must
Show themi the fruits that grow there. Knoiw]edge that is practical and ex-
perimental far excceds thiat whieh is speculative. CAny wise ian. going on a
dangerous voyage, wvould prefer a pilot Nvlio had much experience in siig
to one whio hiad studied navigation in the most perfect; manner on Land; so
Jet me have the spiritual guide whio bias wisdom enougltosvbionso.

In the second place, you must remember thiat thioughi you have a iniîâer
of the best nafural abilities, and the most eminent piety, lie is notlîing more
than a man with the infirmities of our nature, and that lie is but one indivi-
dual engaged in Olie great work, and thiat Christ looks te others for the eii-
largement of bis Bock, and the extension of bis Chiurcli? Are you eiders ?
the office is honourable. The Apostie Peter says, I arn an eIder,"' and this
office bas been fllled with thue noblest of the land. Good eiders are a great
blessingr to, the christian Church. You are chosen by the people, and so-
lemn1y ordained to, the 'work. You are not required to preacli the Gospel, or
dispense the sacraments, but to assist the minister in promoting the roligieus
interests of the Block. You are the sentinels and guardians of te sanctuary.
You are to, preserve bier from, misehief and irreverence, and to sce that ber
worship is conducted decently and in order. You must show your attach-
ment to bier by yoar constant attendance witluin hier courts, and te remind
others of their direliction of duty. If others lezve their seats empty, it is flot;
te, be expeeted tbiat; yours will ever be vacant, except in cases of absolute
necessity. You must visit the siek, for you know not how unuch good it may
do tbem, as well as to yourselves. I knowv of no better s.-, ol of improve-
ment than to sit by the bedside of a dying christian, for there, youwilse
the excellency and power of' religion. 'Give Sabbatb sebools ail the support
in your power, for they are often the means of awakening religious feelings
in the young and rising generation. Do not absent yourselves from the
prayer meetings. They seem, alinost essential to tixe prosperity of the Church,
and are the usual thermorneter of the warmtb of lier love. ]3y your prayers,
your example, and your consistent conduet, you inay scek the good of Zion,
and promote bier prosperity.

Ia the third place, are you among the number of those who, have corne to,
a communion table and reeeived the consecrated pledge of' a Saviour's love?
JIare y')u publicly enlisted yourselves under the banner of Ixnmanucl, and
sworn to follow him tbrough good and through. bad report? If so, you can
greatly benefit ber, for the concerns of the Churcli are in your biands. The
-world fastens a scrutinising eye on you. Your conduet, iili be wa tehed by
rival religion*,sts and zealous sectarians, wvhile your practice ivili be noted by
the evil-minded of everýy deicription. ýYour daily iralk aîîd conversation are
observed by those who would deliglit to build thierselves on tlic ruins of the
Cluurchi. If then, you are careful thiat your nianner of living corresponds
with your profession, if you avoidl that; which wouid ,ubject you to scandal or
reproacli; if you are what your obligations bind yen to bc, -what thxe Churcli
expeets fromn you, and what; the commiiandments of our 1aýster solemiily caill
you to; if you are docrs oiwwhatsoever thingys are loi ely, lionest, and of good re-
port, you ivil1 completely silence gainsayer:ý, and 'xvill put te shanie those who
suspect the hollowness of your preten:sins, and will even add te the lisb of
brethiren and companions, tIose who, perhiaps> 'xith rezpec, te yenl harboured
feelings ofhbatred and ill-ivill Wiat greater sati.4action eaiiyen enijoy. than
thiat of being eonscious that yoïxr faithi and poid w erks hiave beeni bo mlani-
fest that tisose who forrnerly entertainedl ill-iwill toi% rd your Zion, liave by
your unb]amiableness, and unostentatious, but conspicuoub piety, withi the (il-

June.


