
MfNTS ON EDUCÂTIOef.

for the power.-Fiomn whence, we may
ask bas modern national power flowed?
What source, for instance, supplied the
energies tliat rendered the men of our
own ÜUtL1 sln2 ,ù ai :Liit-ers of the desti-
nies of LEurope, and lhave put t'le wide
world within the grasap of their Empire?
Science-the responses she gave to a
.T'evton, a Watt, an A/rku'right or a
Davy. In the path s'ie bas, held so tri-
umnphantly, ai liands, and. those espe-
cially which lier sons inha'oit, may fol-
low. It were foolish vanity in a fathor to
nie bis son a student, in the expecta-
tion that he would become a discoverer.
This is a fortune that can only happen
to one of atliousand of the votaries of
science. But when science is easily
pursued by thousands, it is certain, that
the exertions of many ivili be rewarded
by the discovery of valuable truths.-
Then ns for fame, and a place amongst
nations, what, we would demande ren-
ders a people so illustrious as genius7
Could England summon froîn the slura-
bers of the tomb thuse of her sons whose
achievements iniglit most draw the oh-
servent oye of the nations upon them-
gelves and lier, who.woul be morshall-
cd before us? The doubtful glories of
lier Edwards, lier fienrys, or even lier
Richard of the lion heart, miglit fear
to meet the searching noon day beam;
but the august forme of aBacona N ew-
ton, a Milton) could they revisit us,
would dlaim the reverential regard ot
every people, and a general Hail! burs-
ting from the universal eartli, would
proclaiitlem the acknowVledged Lien-
efactors of tbieir kind.

It is, indeed, aînong th e mont pleasing
festures of the age,th.t the glory whicli
is imimedIetely Teaped by deeds of mere
violence and physical lisxdi.lood, -or
whicli wu. once sô largely rellected by
theni On the remote descendants of
thooe who bad achieved thein, burne not

brighter, nay actually pales before, the
calm triumplis thiat burst on the ardent
student in his solitary chamber. in
Europe, the titled descendant, of ancient
heroos and monarclis, and lie who bas
hiniseif glanced the proud eye of a con-
queror over many a battie plain, mnay
be seen grasping the liand, as of an
equal, of the peasant's son, wliose sole
dlaims to <distinction rest on bis success-
fui prosecution of scienceor ofliterature,
and honours and emoluments are shared
beLween the two. A new order, a fresh
element, ini the political constitution,
appears, and the lofty position, to whicli
at one tume the hiappy daring of thie
warrior, or the. successful craft of the
politician, alone led, as these lose their
supremacy in the public eyel je ascen-
ded by men looking on mankind with
a kindlier aspect, and to exercise, we
may sumely, trust, a more beneficent
influence over their fortunes. In the.
place of the old nobility of steel and
parchmenta new nobility-the nobility
of genius and sciencecomes forward to
occupy a far more conspicuous tnd
permanent niche, in the Temple of
Faine.

Are literature and science to posses
an influence,or hold a place such as; they
meit in this net world? The queotion
is important. It is ixnpo4sgnt congoider-
'ed with reference to the general pro-
greas of science and literature-of bu-
nian knowledge, power, and liappiness.
Lt is to this progresa that the new na-
tions of these fresb regionsin truthowe
their very existence. In turne it ought
to be urged on by the Criergies to which
it bas givea birth. Were it not; so, were
tbey, instead of communicatiuig increa-
sed vigour, to bang like a dead weiglit
upon it, it would augur iii for the suc-
cens of a cause insepsrebly coQnected
with the best interests of humanity. It
is important censfidered in reference ex-


