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lily that are placed upon bis shrine
are an offering, flot of propitiation,
but of veneration. But behind the
intellectual cynicism- of the Burmian
there lies a liaif-consejous suspicion
that, after ail, there mnay exist in the
universe of the unseen potent beings
wviose anger it were well to appease.
Out of this lingering superstition,
born in the blood, inberited from
a forgotten past, arose somie of the
more loathsomne scenes in the caree2r
of the later rnonarcbis. TI'ibaw
bimself slew three biundred men and
wvomen as a sacrifice whien his first-
born son wvas strieken by disease.

It is amnong the aimiistic races
that the Christian evangel bias
bitherto won its larger triunmpbs.
In the early years of tbe century
Marsden, Cýhater, and the Carev-s
crossed from Seramnpur, and were
followed by Judson and Rice, who
toiled for a dozen vears among the
Buddhist peoples near the coast,
buoyed up by their unflinching- faith
ini the certainty of a harvest.
Thrown into prison at Ava, these

intrepid pioneers of civili zation
fotind release at the close of the
first war with. Britain, and there-
after spent the remainder of their
dlays in dcrvotioii te fi e more re-
sponsive temperamient of tbe Ka-
rens. At this day there are Iîun-
dreds of Karen villages wbicbi are
more truly Christian iii faithi and
conduct than miany a E-uropean
bamilet, and the converts support
their own pastors and schooîs.

The survey whichi Dr. Nisbet
makes of the missionary attack upon
the Buddhist stronghold is pre-
sente1 in no optimîst vein. " It is
imipossible," lie says, " to say in
whiat direction the religious belief
of the Burniese wvil1 tend-if they
sliould bappen to remaini as a dis-
tinct, nationality, wvbich seems ex-
tremely doubtful." Yet, lie adds:

"IThe fact is cleir that miissionary enter-
prise is already niaking itself feit in fthe
towns whiiehi formi thie centres of mission
~work ; and yeir by year this influence is
,adually, along with other causes, pro-
ducing î'ast changes ini the wliole social
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