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THE COSSACKS.

.. -..-

TIUE OL> CITADIEL AT TZFLIS.-A COSSACK STRONGIIOLI).

T is iteresting to noteIlîoiw %vithin a fewv
nionths the world lias
turned to, the study
of*Japanese and 'Rus-
sian affairs. 'Plie boom
of a camion, :lie burst-
ing of a shie. in the
far-off Eastern seas,
and iminediately the
shoîrstory writer ha.s
a tale of Russian ]if4ý

or one from the Sunrise Land.
Tlie journalist, the historian, t'ho
poet, cach is, iansacking biis brains
and his bookshelvoe for the %vher,--
wvithal Vo eatisfy a publie eager to
Icarn.

Not the least intcrestingr of the
peoples of Russia are those known as
Coseacàs.

Says a writer in The Oliristian
llemaId -Whiat the Rougix Riders
-ire to the Axuerican army the Cos-
sack is to Russia, but in a mnuch
larger degree. The personal. escort
,of the Czar is suppliedl fromx a Cos-

sack reginient. The world lias neyer
seen a fiuer body of liglit cavalry,
and tie Russian military autho-rities
have allowved the hardy horsenien
of the Steppes to, retain sonethiug
of their own inethod of wvarfare,
and to, grant, them a set of regula-
tions distinct £rom those of the, rest
of the ariuy.

The services the Cossacks hiave
donc to the Russian Empire are his-
torie. It was they who conquered,
Siberia under the leadership of
the valiant Yermak. It wais
tliey -%vlo defled the Turk, and.,
ivithout artillery, capturcd the
fortress of Asov. To themi is en-
trusted the inost difficuit, of al
tasks. that of guiarding, the ever-
growiug frontiers agraisrcetl

neighibours. ].ecent travellers have
described the Cossack outposts on
the borders of Mauchuria perched
in alinost inaccessible wilds, show-
ing that the old duty bas beeu
assigue(l to this race of frontiers-
mnen.
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