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to them fasion/ess and unmeaning, but the
man of business, and the thoughtful man,
and every man who is interested in the wel-
fare of his Church will think differently,
and regard them not only as uscful and in-
structive, but as absolutely necessary to an
intelligent understanding of what our
Church as a whole is doing. From them,
the wisc and prudent will discover at a
glance whether we are advancing or retro-
grading, and will learn to seek for and apply
neceded remedies.

Through inadvertence of some kind, we
must charitably suppose, the Convener’s
very brief and imperfect report to the Synod
was not printed along with the minutes. In
crder, therefore, that the memories of the
brethren may be refreshed, the following
summary of it is now offered :

The returns include statistics from only
ten of the twelve Presbyterics ; London and
Qucbec, the extreme points, being the de-
faulters. In Presbyteries, otherwise very
satisfactorily reported,the large and in.port-
ant congregations of Seymour, Uxbridge,
Scarborough, Pickering and Markham, are
returned blank, while information is also
wanting in regard to nearly all the vacant
congregations.
~ Estimating the members in non-report-
ing congregations to be the same as in
1866, there is an apparent increase of 298
families, 292 communicants, 538 sabbath
school scholars, and 21 teachers. Had the
returns been more complete, there is no
doubt that 2 much morc encouraging state-
ment could have been made.

The arrcars of stipend are less than
they were in 1866 by $3779, but they are
yet sufficiently large to call for Presbyterial
investigation and action.

The contributions to the schemes are
increased, the ten reporting Presbyteries
having given $631 more in 1868, than the
whole Church in 1866.

The Presbyterics report having contri-
buted « for all purposcs ” in ¥868, 893572,
against $93092 from the whole Church in
1366.

The average rate per communicant for
1868 was 37.60, against $7.27 in 1866.

The advantages of the schedule system
over the ordinary mode of collecting for the
schemes have been made apparent in those
congregations thet have made fair trial of
it ; but there is reason to fear that a very
iimited number haveas yet adopted the plan.

The large number of non-rc_ orting con-
gregations has very much embarrassed the
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labours of the Convener,and it is hoped that
in future the ministers and office-bearers of
the several congregations will supply the
desired information in a business-like man-
ner, promptly and carefully, and that Presby-
tery clerks will send in their returns to the
Convener, not later than the 15t of April,
so that ample time may be afforded for the
preparation of a complete and well-digested
report to the Synod.

THe Synod has appointed the collection for
the Scholarship and Bursarv Scheme, to be
madc on the first Sabbath of March. Some
congregations contribute to this scheme
with unfailing ‘regularity. Al honour to
them. Others have never sent a single
contribution to it, and this latter class in-
cludes, strange to say, congregations whose
ministers derived aid from rhe Bursary fund
when they were students. It is hoped that
no minister will this year think himselfjus-
tified in disregarding the express appoint-
ment of the Supreme Court, but that everv
minister will afford his people the oppor-
tunity of helping this scheme of the church,
without assistance from which, some of our
most valuable pastors would have been un-
able when they were at college to prosecute
their studies without interruption.

THE excellent pastoral address of the Mod-
erator of Synod, published in our last num-
ber, has been made use of by several minis-
ters In a manner to give it a chance of ex-
creising ar influence for good, they reading
it from their pulpits instcad of a sermon
of their own. If this plan were adopted by
cvery minister in the Synod, there can be
no questior: that the cloquent appeal con-
tained in the address would help to awaken
congregations to a proper sense of their
duties with regard to the support of ordin-
ances, at a time when something of the kind
is specially needed.

St. Mark’s CHurcH, MonTrEAL.~—Wc
are glad to learn that the subscription list
now amounts to §6,178.50. The acknow-
ledgment of the names has reached us too
late for insertion.

Oxe of our Western ministers makes
a proposition to found two scholarships in
Qucen’s College for the benefit of young
men in Ontario desirous of studying for
the Church, preference being given to
those in London Presbytery. The com-
munication, however, is so long that we
cannot find room fos it.



