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NO NIGHT THERE

Waxp'nxr full of doubts and foars,
vacllln-,} through this vale of tears,—
Dilgrim 1 In tho path of lifo,

Socking pleasure,~finding stnfe,

'l‘hough oarth’s shades are darkly creeping,
Though thine ¢cyes arv dim with weeping,
Lifs thy tearful” gazo alove,

To that Letter humo of love ;

Thers shall come no withering bligh,
Thero shall be no gloviny night.

Voyager! on life's troubled scs,
Sailing to cternity ;

'I‘beual tho Litlows wild and dark,
Overwhchn the sinking bark ;
Though hope's sight hath all departed,
Aund thou art weary, brokenhoarted ;
Soe} amid the deepening ploow,
Yer beyond the droary tomb,

A glorious heacon atur i elinivg,
Angel hands for thee are twinlng

Aun immortal wreath of flowers,

Auni within thoeo howvenly bowers,
Thero shall come no witucring blight,
Thero shall Lo no gloony uight.

Thero no mournful wail of sadoess
Mingles with tho stmins of gladinss §
‘Pomrs, for human prcf an® wair
Bat a gloricus son; {¢ swclling,

Of a Saviour's mercy tulling;

Angel choins the son: repeat,

Aund ceat their crowas ag Jesus fest.
Qb, that world {s ovwr bright,

‘Chero shall be no gloomy niglit !

Larth ! thy stormsare dark and dreary,
Aund our hearts grow Qiin: and weary ;
As with fulterizg atopa we stauy,
Through lifo’s tangled, devious way ;
Ofien cherishid friends fonaking,

Teave gur lucrts with sorruw ackiog ;
Often wn argt wWo to waep,

For the lowd ones valled to sleep ;

And on o7 pathuvay fails the gloam,

Of the dak avd decary tomb,

But a stev still shines abovo as,
‘Fellingone isleft to love us;

And wos know that when st last,

All lits weary days aro past ;

We alall join the amd land,

In tio brighter, bitter land;

Whae tho angel chnirs are tinging,
Wisre iminortal flowers aro springing
Norer chilled by eanth’s dark blight,
Athere thero comnes no gloomy might.
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Laill oot suppose, then, Tean not suppose, that
any ~ader really. doubts tho authority for baptism.
Butsome who do not doubt ivs authority, aro accuse
toned to view it as only an act of profession.  They
sopetimes add that religion may ba possessed, whero
jtis not profested ; and often the thought is phiuly
clerished, that is is saferas well as casier not to
Fsama the responsibility of a profession wwhich must
Jo sustsined by a religious lite. They who thus
teason are mistaken indeed in theic idea ‘of the
Christian profession itself, as fit were designed, nct
to much to honor Chirist as to divtinguish Chrilians.
It is honerablo to him that -his neme should bo
vopfussed by men ; and he has made i the Loundon
duty ofall.  They who do it mako no profession of
their oxn holiness, Lut they declare his power and
loye, and ceknowledgo their ohligation and pro
(0 bo Lis servants.  Whoaver sbrinks from this
thrinks from retigion itself. o mizht as well be
afegid to promise allugianc to his country, or futh-
falnessto his consort.  Both aro scts of profession ;
ang yet no bonest citizan or trye husbazd ever re-
fused to promise, 23 in tho prescnce of the Searcher

(@ Continund from 1ok woek. )

of licarty, tho duty which lie meant to porform. I
baptisn wero but an cct of profession, it would bo
Linding still upon all who hope fir salvation through
Christ ; und it viuld uot bo refased by any to whom
Christ and bis cause #ve dear.

But Laptism is ot werely nor chicfly an act of
profussion . it is a test of obadienge. To receive it is
to oboy him who has a right 1o commanud the obser-
vance of any test. It is like tho cberg~ to Naamon
to batho seven tunces in Jordan, Itislike the chargo

to the blind wan to wash in tho pool of Siloam. The

great Healer of all the disoases of our souls, may, if
bo seo it beet, vouplo a like charge with thuir resto
ration to bolincss and peaco; and it is not for us to
discuss, in tha apirit of Naaman, tho fitness or ue-
cessity of tho arrangement. It is enough if ho has
Lidden us ** wash and bo clean ”’ Do wo wish tobe
hoaled of our moral loprasy and our spiritual blind-
ness?  Woinust not disoboy, because we can not veo
the vaturo of the conacction  botween baptism with
wator and baptism with tho Holy Ghnost,  Wo must
not eay that if somo great thing had been required of
us, wo would bavo dono it ; but that, since the yoko
which ia laid upon us is so casy, wa will shake it off,
and bold ourselver Llameless.

Baptism i3 not wmercly a ¢ign of the Christian pro-
fossion, and a test of obedience, but a seal of the
grant of forgivencss.  Tho titlo of that which was
adwinistered by Johu was, * baptism for the remis-
ston ot &ins :’* and it war administered by him as the
forerunner of our Saviour.  ** Repent and be bap-
tized for the remiszion of sins,”’ was tho exbortation
of Peter on the day of Pentecost.  *¢ Arise, and bo
baptized,’” eaid Aunaniasto Saul, * and warh away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” In
many grave trausactions, amongst inen, there is
somo outward sizn, without which ¢he transacticn
is not legaily valid and comnplete A% .pot of land
is not traasforred till & forinal deed has been signed,
sealed, und delivered. A marriage has not takon
place, till hands huve been juined, and vows have
been uttered, with some solemn ceremonial, in the
presence of witnesses. A right to the privileges of
naturalization is nob conferred till the cath of citizens
ship Las been taken. A grant of parden canuot ro-
loose the prigoners, till it bas the seal which repro-
sents the supremo authority. In bestowing bis mer-
cice, and establishibg his covenant with men, God
could surcly, if it secmee good to him, fix some such
sign or form, through which the grant of forgiveness
should be zcaled aud gerfeeted. Itisasimple ques-
tion of fact, whether ho did ordain a sian like these,
when be comuanded that some should bo baptized.
If hic commanded that ha thouid bo ** baptized for
tho remission of tins,” that question is decided. His
command was expressed by bisapostles in these very
words; and therefore baptism is to tho grant of
Dirina forgiveness what the seal is to thoe warrant of
releaso from prisun ; what the deed is to the transfor
of land ; what the oaih of citizensbip is to the right
of citizenship ; what tho marringe cercmony is to the
marriage union.

Baptism is moro than asign of jx.f ssion, a test
of obedience, and a scal of forgivenees : itis also the
means of & gift of grace. By graco alone are wo
saved  God may dispense his grace in any manner
which tnay be approved by his perfect wisdom ; and
tbo modo which ho has ordained mut always be the
best and the most effectunl.  Is prayer his appoint-
went ¥ Baptisin is as clearly his appointinent. Are
o required to hear and believe his word ¥ So are
wo required to be Laptized. Prayeris a means of
grace, in ono form ; tho word is another mcans in
another form ; 20d baptism s still another teans in
another forin ; Lut through them all works ono and
tho scll-same Spirit.  Does any doubs tho operation
of tho Spirit through baptism 2 ** By one Spirit,”
says St. Paul, **are wo blaptizad into ono body.”
Docs any say that the Inward work of the Spirit is
enouzh witheut tho outward eacrament 2 The samo
apostla has assooisted tham in tho closest union of
language. ** Accdrding to bismerey ho smaved us, by
tho washing of regencration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost."” Can wo not explain the coinection,
and ball we therefore doubt? QOur Lord has at
oiico assertod the conaoction, and refused the ex-
planation.  ** Except & man bo bura of water and of
tha Spint, be can not onter the Lingdom of God.”?

| tho sound theronf, but thou canst not toll whenea it
coniutly, and whither it gouth : v is every ono thas
ia bortt of tho Spirit.”” ~ Is this to snake “baptism a
saving ordinanco?  St. Peter answers, that like the
ark of Noah, * the like figore, oven haptism, doth
now save us ; not tho putting away of the filth of the
flosh, but the answer of & goed “conscience toward
God.” Thero is a grace, » spiritual blewing in this
sacrament, which can not be ?ightly valued il we
have lesrned our holief elsowhers than from the
Seriptuces.

Baptisns s not anly asign of tho Christian pro-
fession ; not only a tost of obedionce ; not only a xeal
of for,i‘ivenou ; not only a maans of graco ; it is Hke-
wiso the gate of of the Christian cummunion. Within
that communiou. #s in & sacred school, the Zithful
aro to bo trained up for the em;loyments of heaven.
They aro ta dwell tagether in unity and brothorly
love. They aro to vontedd, as ono embattled host,
against tho evil that is in the world. They aro to
offor together as «rith one voice and heart, the per-
petual sacrifico of praise to God and to tho Lamb,
us it is for eve offured in tho colestial temple. Tho
Churek is much divided ; aud at different periods
and in differeat parts, it has been much darkened
and corrupied. - But it has always been  purer than
tho world besidu : it has always incloded tho bést of
men : within it havo always Leen thoso who wero
united by that love which wag tho proof that they
wero born of Ged. It is a3 surely the abodo of the
dirine presence as was tho temple at Jerusalen, so
often defiled yot flgrays tho chicf resort of all pious
Israclites, and tho scat of the divine promises, and
the spot which the Lord hod chosen to place Lis
namo thero, till the Desire of 2}l nations had come
and consecrated it more than everhy his entraneo
within its courts. T do not speak of any prafurends
of one portiun of the Church before another, as moro
puro in practico, moro spiritaal in doctrine, or more
porfect in organization. But into uo portion of the
Cburch can you enter without the baptismal eacra-
ment : Christ placed it at the porch, as it were, of
his savctuary,  You may possibly have been accus
tomed to think of tho Church asonly a secioty of
more ndvanoced Christiane.  ** A church member”
is sometimes mentioned a3 one who has entered into
pledges of his own, aud even superflous pledges, to
exhibit a boliness which otbers need not att<in. His
fuults are condemaed with littlo mercy, whilo the
same faults in others are taken as maiters of course,
Leeause they aro not of the body of Christian ** pro-
fessors.”  Tho modest and bumble might aveid such
a position.  They would choose 10 Lo better than
they scom, rather than hazard the blame of seeming
Letier than they are.  But the Chareh 1vas intended
to be tha home, not of the most mature and holy of
Christiaus, only, but of all believers, small and prest,
young and old, weak and strong.  All aro called to
be there : nono 3s at liberty to Ue absent.  Whoever
hopes for salvation through the blood of Jesus is
bound te be numbered with his dicciplos ; and therea
fore, if still without the washing of water, 1o ask,
liko cvery couvert in the dags of the apostles, ** what
doth biader mo to bo baptized™ ?

Tt is tho very question which, at times, you have
been asking.  Tho reply of your heart bas probably
been that you doubted whether you ought to seck
baptism, because you doubted whether yon were
prepared to receice it, as your Saviour moant thay
it should be seceived. Al oljection is suffioient, if
the doubt is well founded. It'is not en excugo, but
an obstacle; an obstacle not to be surmounted, bat
to bo removed.  Whether baptism be viewed, . as a
sign of profession, as a test of cbedience, az a seal of
forgiveness, as a wncans of grace. or 28 an admission
to communion, uo one conld wish that a proflizate
or an"unhelicving man should, without a chan 3
present pimself for this act of consceration ; and the
samo cause must shut vut others, less wicked, but
witked still, Ho centainly @id not intend that all
men without distinction shonld be admilted to bis
sscraments:  You are right in dexiring, befors you -
take astep liko thig, to koow whether you tan be-
liove yourself to be one of those whom ho Sntended
t0 admit, and whom his agcetlos would have admits

5 aod for this end, to know whatare the qual~
ifeations for baptism which the vord of I

* The wind blqwclli whero it listeth, and thou hearest

impozed, and which it is the doty of bis Churgh,to
demand, v )




