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THE COMMERUIAL

Business and Politics.

Business men take little intorest in politics—
too little for their own good as a general thing.
But at present, matters political are presenting
o phase that scoms to be a matter of great im.
portance at least to some lines of trade, and
those therein ongaged are being naturally u
good deal stirred up by it. The phasec of
special interest now, is the rolation of probable
legislation to the wool trade. If the tariff is
taken off of wool, it will ot course create a very
considerable change in the wool trade of the
whole country. After the changes have been
made under such laws, if passed, no doubt busi-
ness will settle down to its usual routine, and
the present interest in the law wmaking will
subside, Hide and leather men in this coun-
try not being affected, are unconcerned as to
the proposed legislation in this conatry ; while
in Eongland, a free trade country, efforts are
being made by the leather men to get a tariff
law on leather passed.

Thus it seems that business m2n only takean
interest in politics, or law making when it
directly affects their interests. It ought to be
otherwise. Business ought to Dbe ‘so much
interested in the general subject of politics and
legislation as to discussall proposed measures
and to elect mnen of their own number to repre-
sent them. It is a surprising thing that,
having so much at stake, they permit the men
to represent them and make cheir laws, that
generally do it. Itis gencrally conceded that
national elections, involving a change of ad-
ministration, are periods of great interest to all
business men. We do not think they are any
more 80, 11 fact that they are or should be less
so than the election of legislators.

1. 18 all very well fur a business maa to adopt
as his motto, ““Strictly Business,” when actually
engaged at business, but the best of sentin.ents
may be abused. If the business men would
take a life interest in the great vital questions
affecting us all, their solution would be easier.
The question of transpurtation is one of in-
finmite 1nterest to all cumimerce, su 1s telegraphic
communication. Yet we do not hear that the
business men of the country have been con.
cerning themvelves to secure legslation favor-
able to their interests. We do not believe
when the great questivus of Inter-state com-
merce was before the country, that one per
cent. of the business men took any interest
whatever 1 the subject, yet the law that was
passed affected all of them to a greater ox less
extent, and some of them very adversely.

And now that the law has been pmeat and
it is still a recognized fact tlnat#ﬁ-c’ure abuses
affecting trade unfavorally,“there is no con-
certed endeavor to secure such benefits from
the law as there hes in its power to confer, In
fact, it must be concluded thatevery business
man ought to be a politician to some extent ;
that is business tor him to be so. He need not
be an office seeker, and he need not waste time
on such maiters, buta moderate amount of
attention to such matters will servz as a whole.
some foil to the grninding application to the
details of business which balittic a man’s mind
and weaken his body. The time will como
when questions of a political nature will get
very near to oll engaged in trale ; it would bs
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better if they did not wait to be forced into
politics by such an emergency, but take an
intorest of their own will.—Leather Qazette.

Lake Dlsastgrs in 1887,

During the season of lake navigation, in 1887,
73 vessols of an aggregate tonnage of 20,087
tons register were a total loss, against 57 ves.
sels of 17,070 tons in 1886. Tho value of the
property destroyed was about 82,600,000, The
total number ot vessels on tho lakes, American
and Canadian, is between 3,000 and 4,000,
There were in addition, partial losses in $396,-
600 on hulls and §238.700 on cargoes. This
makes an aggregate loss, total and partwl, of
$1,835,000, with estimates of minor losscs,
swelling tiie aggregate to about $2,500,000. The
insurance companies have suffered severely.
Since the opening of navigation in 1887, 47
steamers, 4 tow barges, aud 2 tug boats have
been lannched and completed, of an aggragate
tonnage registor of 52,234 tons. The aggregate
value of this new addition to the lake fleet is
$5,5625,000. There are besides, on the stocks in
the various stages of construction an almost
equal amount of new tonnage. The 20,687 tons
lost will be replaced in the spring of 1888, on
the opening of navigation, by upwards of 109,-
000 tons of new tonnage, most of waich is steam
while most of the old was sail snnage. 'This
will give a working increase of three or four
tons to onc lost. This means, in the season of
1888, cheap carrying charges on the lakes, as
the tounage will he so much increased, with
less grain to he carriad, especially corn—very
considerably less then in 1887.—Coal Trade
Journal,

The Mail thi. wmorning, commenting on a
-sblegram, says. A special cablegram w the
Mail repeats the rumor that there is a project
on foot on the par: of the Canadian Pacific to
get the Dominion (Government to purchase their
monopoly. This rumor has received a dgnial
more or less explicit, but it is hard to BeHeve
the statement made in the Financial News and
other London papers «an bs wholly without
foundation The exact terms of the proposal
made may not be accurately given, but there
can be littie -louht the reilwiy company have
some sches.  qifliy J3é#¥ich will involvea large
«Xper< ture “oR" e poet  of the Dominion
Govermper * yZtheir behaif
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[ie Uverhead Conductor Electric Railway
Compuany, of which George Westinghouse, J1.,
is president, have issued an illustrated work on
the subject of propelling cars by electricity.
In their introduction they say : ** The results
of a comparatively short experionco in the use
of electricity s a motor for surface railway
cars, they have been such as to demonstrate
beyond question its immense superiority for
this purpose over any other known method of
applying power. Every consideration of effi-
ciency, convenience and economy, not to speak
of humanity, urges the substitution of mechanij-
cal for animal power upon the numerous street
railway lines of this coantry, at the earliest
practical moment, and in the contest for supe-
riority in the various more or less successful
metliods of applying mechanical power to this
purpose, such as the steam locomotive, the

| traction cable, and tho electric motor, the last

named is at the present moment generally ad-
mitted by those most competent to judge to be
distinetly in advance of its compotitors,”

WHEN Y0U ARE GOING

MINNEAPOLIS, T0 . ANYPOINT
ST. PAUL EASTorSOUTH

TAKD THE
St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway

The shortest, best and most desirable route

‘10 ALL POINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES.

If you want to save time and money purchase
your tickets from starting point through to
destination via the

ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY,
For full information, maps, atc., apnly to
G. H. McMICKEN, Agent,
WINNIPEG,
C. H. WARREN, Gen, Pass, Agt.

W. S. ALEXANDER, Traffic Mgr.

181‘. PAUL.
A. MANVEL, Gen. Manger. ]

Owns and operates 5,650 miles of thoroughly
equipped road in Illinois, Wisconsin, Towa,
Missouri, Mirnesota and Dakota,

It is the Best Direct Route bitween
all principal points in the Norihwest,
Southwest and Far West,

For mups, time tables, rates of passage and
freiﬁht, etc. apply to the nearest station agent
of the Cuivaco, MILWAUKEE & ST, PauL Ra1n-
WAY, or tu any Railrvad Agent anywherein the
World.

ROVELL MILLER,
General Manager.

A. V. H. CARPENTER,
Gen'l Pass. and-Tkt. Agt.

J. F. TUCKER, GEO. H. HEAFFORD,
L3720’ Mo iagor. Ass't G.nl Pass. and Tkt. Agt.
MILwAUKEE, WISCONSIN,

4% For information 1n_reference to Lands and
Towns owned by the Cuivavu, MiLwaUKEE &
St Parr Ramwavy Courany, write to X. G.
Havcaw, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin,

EZ"TRAVEL V1A THE<GTS -
[Zinneapolis and St, Lonis Railway

AND THE FAMOUS

Albert Liea Route

Lve §¢. Paul. Lve

Chicago, Burlington, Kansas City Minneapols}

and Des Moines Ex .. a845am 292%am
8t. Louis Fast Ex...... -« bB23p.m .b7.05 p.m
Chicago Fast EX «vveee weo d6.25p.m  @7.05p.m
Des Molnes Passenger afp.m  a7.08p.m
Exceldor and Watertown........ a8.00a.m £8453.m
Arlington and Excelsior ........ ad15pm a4 60 p.m
Mankato Express Accom™....... a31l5pm ad.00p.m

a Ex, Sunday. b Ex. Saturday. d Daily.

87 THROUGH CoACHES AND PULLMAN PALACE
SLEEPERS 0 Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moine

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWN, D.T.
Parace Disixu Cars ox Carcaco TRAINS,

2—-THROUGH TRAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWORTH, ATCHISON and
SI. JOSEPH, making co;n;:ction: fn Union Depots for ail
nts wes

Fast and frequont trains betwec . St. Paal, Miinea olls
and Lake Minnctonks points.

For maps, slceping car berths, or other information
upon any azo ” in I;ﬁo Northwest or writo to

: 8. F. BOYD,



