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TIHE DO1111O1 ELEOTIONS.
The recent contest lias decided wne

point clcarly, and that is, that littlo de-
pendence can bo placed upon the result of
provincial elections, in cstixnating fore-
caste of an election for the Dominion Par-
lianient. Witbin a few mouths previous
to the dissolution of Parlianent, provin-
cial clections had been lîeld in ail the
provinces of Canada, with rnost favorable
resuits to the Liberals. These provincial
contests wer%- very generally supposed to
foreshadow the overthrow of the Conser-
vative Government in the coming Domin-
ion elections. The Liberais therefore
went inito the contest witb a great degree
of cQn£tdence and enthusiasm. They
poînted ecstatically ta the Lîheral victar-
ies in Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec, etc.,
as cértainly indicating their success in the
Dominion elections. On the other hand,
the Conservatives could not but admit
that inatters Iooked serious for thein. The
result, however, las been quite a %urprise
to those v' ho placcd such unbounded con-
-fidence in the forecasts as gauged froni
the provincial elections. True, the Goý-
rrnient has been rcturned with a very

narrow majority, in conîparison with its
strengtli in the last House ; but in Nova
Scotia, where the Liberals miade a clean
sweep a few nîonths ago, the Da3ninion
Conservatives biave xmow carried that pro.
vinco by a nlajority of two to one.

The result: in Nova Seia cannot be
other than pleasing to those who would
place their country before party. That
province was swept by the Liberals at the
time of the provincial elections ou no less
a cry than the dismeniberment of the
Canadian confederation. Their success
was looked upon in the Old Country as
.the &-sat step in the disintegration, of the
-Dominion, and was liailed ini the United
St.ates as presaging the diss0lution of

-Canada, to be followcd by a inove in favor
of annexation. The decisive vîctory for
the Governmeut, howover, bas completely
knocked the legs frein under the move-
ment against the stability of thie Domin-

docn, alla leads ta the conlclusion that the
,people were formerly nîisled by a party
cry, which mistake they have now
acknowledged and repudiated, at their
earliest appartunity. As in the Local, so
i .n the Dominion elections, the repeal

agitation ivas tho eaig cry of the~ Dy the tirne alloiter eltetn) conres
Liberals in Nova Sootia. T'he IIalifaxc arouid, these elements of wcakness will
Chronicle, the lcading Liberal organ, daily prcbably bavo disappeared, and perhaps
assured its readers that Mr. Blake's suc by that time the Liberal party will be
cess wùuld give theni repeal froin the ab~le to lay down a platorin of pi-inciples
Canadian conféderation, to be folloNwed and reforma wlîich shall conimend theni-
by Rcciprocity with tho United Statoq. selves ta the good sense of the people.
To securo Repeal and Reeiprocity, timere- In 'Manitoba the coutest had the per-
fore, it was nccessary to vote thé Liberal uliarity of being confined ta isisues of
ticket. But two-thirds of tho people of purely local importance, and this peul-
Nova Scotia votcd witlî the Governnîent, iarity wvaa heightcned by the fact that
and against Repeal and Reciprocity, there- boili parties Lad practically the saine
by leading ta the behiief that thcy are net platform. The great question at issue
in favor of the two R's. there mnay have wvas that of disallowance, and on this
been other causes ai. wark: operating in point aIl the candidates were pledged te
favor of the Governinent, but in the oppose the Dominion Governîent's policy
absence of any definite knowledge on the of disallowing railway charters in this
subject, the conclusion aiusi. be, that the province. Manitob *a le essentially a Con-
people of Nova Scotia are solid for con- servative province, in the sense that the
federation and ashamed of their past re- flrm and enterprising spirit displayed by
cord. Ait Liberals 'vho desire the stability the Conservative Governiiient in pusbing
of the Canadiin confederation, and whio forward public undertakîngs, iii compari-
look forward with hope ta the future of son with the more cautious policy of the
tlîe country, will rejoice ai. the utter rout last Liberal administration, las comaiend-
of the repeal movement in Nova Scotia. ,ed the present Government to the pro-
The succes of that movenient in the late gressive people of the west lu rèd t
elections miit have acconmp]isbed the disallowance, howevcr, the peÈple of. thîs
tenîporary triumph of the Liberal pary province ta a man are inosi. deterniinedly
in Canada, but at best ut could anly have apposed to the polie;y of the Governumeilt,
been a brief victary, for ut would have but they ovidently c'mncluded that su'p.
carried with it the very eeents of dis- porters of the Goverrnent, pledged ta
integration. Such a success would have oppose disallowipice, would be enabled ta
ended in cnrly disaster and the Liberals acconîplislî more than niembers in appo-
who wisli timeir panîy as weIl as tîmeir sition. Slhould the Goverunment decide te
country solid prosperity, will rejoice thai. discontinue its policy of disallowance,
the fi-st niovenient ta break up confeder- (as; Las been lately aunounccd), and thut,
ation, lias becîs tîmus early annhilated. reniove aur greateat grievance, there

In Quebec aiso, the movernent against wauld be noa part of Canada nîoreheartUy
the (Govcrninent %vas of such a nature as l% accord witli the presemit administration
ta cal] forth disapprobation froin a large tîman the province of «Manitoba. Regard-
section of the Liberals in other parts of ing the questions of immigration, alla the

ICanada. Tîmat it was not more .success- Hudson's Bay railway, ail the candidates
fui khere is good reason ta feel thankful. in MAtnitoba w-ere pledged ta support the
It wus essentially a niovenient ta ha de- interests of the province in these matters,
pre.eiated by ail who believe in race and regardless of party praclivities. Any
sctaiian equality. Rad the Liberals nioveaient by the Governinent toward as-
been, returned. to power with a narrow sisting the Hndson's Bay railway projcct,
majorlty, they would sioeply have been ai. or ln the direction of securîng a desirable
the nmercy of the 'Rielite party iu Quebec. clase of immigra' ion toward the North-
Such an event would have been nothing west, will meet with the hearty approval
lese than a disaster ta the party lu the of -the.people of thia country. With- the
near future, such as would. have lefi, it a greatly reduced majorii.y 'which the
wreck for aiany years te, coule. Those Governuient, will have in the next Hanse,
Liberals who are Liberals frai. -)rinciple, this coàù,,y~l staed'a-mnueh better
would prefer te see their parýy romain in chance to. seeure.its rights in. the -matter
.opposition until such time as tlimey coffld cf disallov 'The.fonr m- emhçs, Er<'rn
take office upon a solid plitforrn, contain- the Territories, (aî?d hserh&s sameof. the
ing'tbeemjenta cf progreas, sclidity and Blritish CbluMbiaine'mbers>, may b. irelied
prosperity for the country as a whole, upon to combine with the Manitoba mem-
rather th-'secure offico temporsrily and bers in-frci'îg this matter tîpon 'tb. é at-
b. at* tho nîercy of Repealisîta, Rielitmseta. tention af- the Goveroment mnd. such a


