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Qur modern system of electric wires will soon demand a special forn Jf
cgislation for its protection. In a St. Lruis coust recéntly, a curious suit
was brovght. Some enterprising individual had tapped the electric wires,
avd had thereby obtained a free illumination of his house. As newher
[udge nor jury could decide whether the prizoner was guilly ¢f fraud or
petly larceny, he was acquitied. A legal label for the offence will have to
be devised in order to meet funiher depredations,

A kindly charity which has been started by the New York Zerald will
do miich to alleviate the sufieriugs of the children of the poor in the great
c¢ity during the period of intense heat. A weck ago over a thousand
children under five years of age died of cholera morbus, induced by the
terrible weather. In order to check this mortality ice is being distributed
among the children of the tenements. Some sixteen free ice stations have
been established, from which parents having sick little ones can obtain s
daily supply. For once *cold charity  has a pleasing sound.

The annual census bulletin issued by the Japanese Government contains
much interesting reading and much food for thought. It appears that the
cleanly quiet lives of these dwellers in ¢ the land of the chrysanthemum " are
very favorabletolongevity. In 1890, forinstance, there were 81 persons whose
ages rapged from 160 to 1oy years, Missionaries will be ‘interested in
another s6t of statislics which would seem to indicate that one-third of the
married couples of the Island Kingdom obtain divorces. Kor further infor-
nation we refer our readets to the Sef { Kwai Medical Journal,

The proposition to introduce the famous * Passion Play ” as a side-
show of the World's Fair is recerving the press condemnation which it
deserves. The * Passion Piay” of Ober-Ammergan is repeated every ten
years in memory of a ravaging plague, which, in far-away times, swept
through the country but spared the village. Its presention is the occasion
of 8 religious festival and those who take part in 1ts scenes of our Lord's
trial, crucifixion and resurrection do so with a sense of sacred awe: Its
importation to Chicago as a money-making scheme, is insulting to the
Saviour whom Christi ns should strive to honor, and we trust that the
better minded of the Chicago authorities will discourage the proposed
sacrilege.

The new magnesium flash-light which bas been devised by Prof. Schrim,
of Berlin, Germany, bhas been thoroughly tested, 2nd for signalling pur-
poses it is said to be far superior even to our modera electric light. In
order lo produce a flash of 400,000 candle power a small quantity of mag-
nesium powder is bluwn intu a benzine gas Hame by a draught ot air which
bas passed thrcugh pumice stone saturated with bepz'oe. The light,
which shows in red and yellow, can be eecn at the dw'ance of six miies,
even when the sun 1s ehining bright.  An experimental apparatus is being
used at the Lighthuuse om Staten Island, N. Y., and it is thought that the
new light will bzcome thoroughly familiarized to the world during the
Chicago Yaur,

We congratulste those of our young friends who have mastered the
csseutizlly modern art of type-wrnting, while those who in addition to
becoming expert writers have added short-haid to their attainments, are
prepared at any time to earn their own livings. The future of the type-
writer especially, promises as great & development as the past shows. The
space of time allotted to any mortal on this earth is too short to be
mis-spent in doing work by the ordloary method which the type-writer can
do in one fourth of tho time. All branches of business and literature are
feeling the power of the type-writer, and in the words of an expert “the
need, the advantages and the possibilities of this new art are every day
becoming more clear.”

There is a spice of both romance and abaurdity in the achievements of
sistur, now mother, Rose Gertrude, who, two years ago, inspired by the
heroism of Father Damicn, publicly devoted her life to the care of the
lepers, and left Eogland for Molokai. Next she was heard of at Ilanoluly
s an unsppreciated nurse in a lepsr hospital, and the hero of her story,
Dr. Lewtz, appears upon the scene as her cha pion. At the end of her
first year her marriage to the Doctor wes announced, and a despatch from
Ssn Irancisco gives the sequel to the enthusiasm which led the girl to
choose go distasteful a work. ¢ Sister Rose Gertrude Leutz hss arrived,
She has an fant clald wule her.  She gave all v fime o the lepes
but never received a word of praise for her devotion.”

Since Mexico has decided to retsin the services of Diez as head of the
Republic, it would scem that bis many patriotic decds were becoming
appreciated. Seldom has & man accepted a position of public trust with
such universal distrust of both his integnty and his abiaty, but, in many
ways, Diaz has ably combatied prgudice. That he has had the good of his
country at beart canout be doubted. He has encouraged railroad building,
has developed native industnies, and has bent his stroogest efforts on
encouraging the education of the lower clags of his people. Ttis true that
his d.plemacy and tact could not avert the disturbances of last year, but he
hss wisely decided that, as the turbulent members of his Republic are
chirfly amongst igavrant people, be can, by educaung their chidren, pro-
duce a loyal generation. Two Preaidents of Mexico, Sturbide and Max-
willian, have lost theur ives in the struggic to maintain the Republic, but
D.22 seems to have the craft of leadership which does not attempt to enforce
but quietiy guides the pevple’s chotce.

Uader the new conditions the deserts of Africa are beginning to ** blos-
som likke the rose.” In Algiers in particular, where much of the land has
been orid, irrigation is working wonders. Oae half of the territory of the
State, or 330,000 tquare miles, has now been brought under cultivation by
means of the Artestan wells, Tho 13 000 wells of the company rangoe in
depth from 75 to 4oo feet. The water from the wells] is collected iu reser-
Yoirs, fromn which it is conducted over the land. The resul: is that Algiers
is coming to the front ss a wine-producing country, for the soil with the new
moisture is found to be especially favorable to the growth of the grape-vine.

Tho Board of Health of New York cily is very much in carnest in
coforcing stringent quarantine regulations and in cariog for the sick within
the city. Forty-seven physiciaus have been appointed to attend, without
charge, the sick poor of the city, For the next two months each doctor
will be required to work eight hours cach diy, and will also look up his
patients, instead of wailing for applications. The city care of the sick in
tenements and thickly-lottled sections of the great city is looked upon as
necessary for the health of other portions of the city. Contsgious diseases
often find their first victime in crowded court: and alleyways, where all the
su roundings tend to their dissemination. This act of the New York
Henlth Board is therefore being widely commended.

Of late years explosions have become common occurrences, but gene-
rally they have been of a mild type. Dynamiters have desiroyed, or
attempted to destroy, several famous buildings, but their ¢flurts pale into
insiguificance before the recent destruction of an entire island by a terrific
explosion.  Saogir, an important island of the Indian Archipelagn, has
disappeared. The island was about the siz2 of the island on whch Mon-
treal is built. It contained in its centre a volcano, in which it also
resembles Montreal island, though fortunately, the Canadisn volcano has
long been extinct, Some disturbances have probably taken place in tne
Sangir crater, owing, perhaps to the gradusl sinking of the bottom of the
Pacific Ocean, portions of which are known 10 be covered with a chain of
living and extinct volcanoes, and hence the destruction of the island.
Scicntists will sbortly search for a definite proof of this theory.

Mre. Grover Cleveland has her own idea as to how far it is expedient
for o woman to allow her personality to be drawn into politics, and sbe has
declined the proposition of a portion of the * Womans’ Party " to use her
name during the comiog contest. Mrs, Cleveland is not runping for Presi-
dent, though doubtless she is keenly interested in the results of the comiog
struggle. Her decision is a womanly one, and we cannot but contrast it
{avorably with the well-meant but undignified efforta of Mrs. Stavley to
secure the election of her husband. Tae propusiiion made by Lady Heory
Somerset to use her influence, uot to strengthen the handa of her own poliu-
cal party, but to “ show up '’ the private life of Sir Chas. Dilke, shows a
misunderstandiog of the rules which should prevail in the political arena,
aod certainly, her cffcr has brought her no new admirers. Al things con-
sidered, it will be strange indeed if Mre. Cleveland or her husband regret
the decision wkich will spare her the tarmoils and the probable slander of
the coming election,

The skrinkage of the population of France is drawing forth some
unique suggestions as remedial agents. M. Le¢Roy, a membzr of the Cham-
bers, is perhaps the most congenial and thorough-goiog in his ideas. He
preposes, in his Bill now before the Chamber, that all persons over 21
years of age should be allowed to marry without the consent of parents—
that married men and widowers, whose income are under $1,200 a year
should be partially exempt from taxation, the amount of exemption being
adjosted accordiag to the number of their children—and, in order to make
up the deficit, the taxcs of bachelorsand spiasters possessed of raore than §600
a year, should be increased. H: also suggests that soldters who have served
faithfu ly for 12 months, shaald be allowed to retara to their homeas, then,
if by the time they bave attained their twenty-fifth year they have still not
entered the matrimonial bonds, back they go into the army to serve the
full tetm.  Oane thiog is eviden*, M. L«Roy fully appreciaies the value of
the soldier’s uniform,

Oar modern engineers pride themselves not without reason on solving
the problems which were about given up in despair by their predecessora,
It has long been thought desirable t3 utiliz» the water-power of Niagara,
which is 51id to be equal to all the steam-power in use in the world, but
the many proposed plans have bzen considered impracticable. At last
a gigaolic scheme hasbeen prepared which promises to solve the difficulties.
Much of the work has already been done, and it is thought that the suc-
cess of the whole undertaking is assured. About one mile above the Falls
a cansl, 1500 feet long, at right angles to the river, has been dug. Atits fur-
ther end, a vertical shaft 140 feet deep is being sunk, and a tunnel 28 feet higb,
48 fect wide and 6700 feet loag, carries the water from this lower level to the
blufls below. The company who are cerrying out this vast plan bave
obtained a perpetual right to uss their molor power over 5 miles of river
froot. The factories, which are to be built un this tract, will receive their
motor force by means of electricity. Thirty acres of land have been
reclairoed from the river, 2 gool warfage made and the right to baud a
second tunnel has been secured. A manufacturing city will soon spring up
oo the Americap sidc of the Falls, and as the compaay have ob.ained the
right to u.o land in the Victoria Park oo the Canadian side for 100 years
we too will be deeply iaterested inthe effort **to harness Niagara tothe
wheels of industry.”

Your best chance to be cured of Indigestion
Is by Trying K. D, <.

H. b, €. Relieves and Cures. .
K. D, €. quickly relicves and positively Cures Xadigestion,
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